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PREFACE. 


Being an epiſile prefatory, admor.itory, and di- 
dicatory, addreſſed to many who will approve, 
but more who will diſapprove of this book, from 
the Editzr—and fir/! of the loft. i 


NAT. 
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Being an epiſtle prefatory, admanitory, and dedica- 
tory, addreſſed to many who will approve, but 
more who will diſapprove of this bock, from the 
Editor and firſt of the laft. 


T HOUGH prefaces are often detrimental 
to the pleaſure the reader expects to receive, from 
the peruſal of books of entertainment, frequently 
deſtroying the ſatis faction reſulting from that at- 
tentive curioſity, (the raiſing and gratifying of 
which is the principal, and too often the ſole be- 
nefit to be reaped from ſuch temporary unſub- 
ſtantial works) by an anticipating information of 
what it is ; yet in the preſent cafe, to obviate the 
diſappointment which may befal many a fair 
angel, who unawares may folicit a tete-a-tete 
with the Silver Devil; it may not be amiſs to 
ſay what it is nct. The various claſſes of readers 
are ſo numerous, that to diſcriminate them would 
take up more roem and time than we can allow. 
Suffice it to ſay, the end propoſed, by all is indi- 
vidually the ſame—to be entertained. But while 
this is the grand object, there may be ſome colla- 
tcral, and more important advantages ariſing 
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therefrom, beſides the inſtructions contained in a 
work itſelf, which inculcates a knowledge of 
mankind, whether true, or only the production 
of inventive fancy, provided it is natural; for the 
latter can only be pernicious in its effects where 
it tends to a miſrepreſentation of human nature, 
whereby youth are miſled, and induced to expect 
it different form what they will find. And 
this will be the caſe whether ſhe is de ſcribed more 
favourably, or diſadvantageovſly, than ſhe de- 
ferves ; in the firſt inſtance, they will be miſer- 
ably diſappointed, in the expectations of excel- 
lence with which they will r.ever meet, and in the 
ſecond, they will imbibe a 4 of miſant hropy, 
which will occaſion them to fee every thing thro” 
the medium of diſapprobation and diſguſt. — 
Excluſive of this, where theſe kind of perfor- 
mances do not too much engroſs the mind, they 
may certainly be ſerviceable to thoſe, whole avo- 
cations are of ſuch a nature as to leave many 
heavy hours on their hands, and who have not a 
_— or education to reliſh thoſe of a nature 
more ſolid and abſtruſe; while thoſe who have 
no employment, and yet are from particular cir- 
cumftances conſtrained, to ſubmit to an irkſome 
confinement, may beguile the tedious time which 
might otherwiſe be ſpent in vain repinings at 
their ſolitary fate. Others again whoſe finances 
will not permit them to partake, ſo often as they 
could wiſh, of recreations abroad, may think 
themſelves happy they can for a ſmall expence, 
furniſh themſelves with amuſement at their 
homes. To our fair ſtudents then, we now 7 
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dreſs ourſelves, of every denomination; from 
her of ton, who while ſhe is detained two hours 
in the now neceſſary, but lamentable, di ſtortion 
of all that is vifible of one of her moſt beautiful 
ornaments, under the hands of a fellow, who, on 
any other occaſion, ſhe would be apprehenſive, 
would defile her fimpleſt beauty by a ſingle touch, 
peruſes the produce of her circulating m_y | 
fund ; to her who takes it up, when her mi 
fallies forth, to treat the public with a diſtant 
view of thoſe charms, her dreffer nearly ſcanned 
before, with her right hand rocking the cratlle, 
while her left fome modern Pamela contains, 
fraught with inſtructions how to obtain a cradle of 
her own on honourable terms, and eke the ſmiling 
dormant inhabitant within ; it is you we think 
it incumbent on us to inform, that in the follow- 
ing pages you will find—No croſs papa with his 
Phenix of a daughter, fo beautiful, mild, benevo- 
lent, dutiful, in ſpite of perſecution, who when 
ſhe is diſtreſſed, prefers ſtarving in a garret on the 
miſerable pittance ſhe earns, by painting fan- 
mounts, to affluence with a man, who does not, 
in her opinion, equal another, that has treated 
her with contempt. No heroine who moſt he- 
roically revenges herſelf upon herſelf, for the 
ſuppoſed infidelity of her lover, and foregoing the 
pleaſures ſuitable to her age, mortifies in the 
country by a conſtant round of viſits, among the 
dirty inhabitants of a dirty village, immerſed in 
medicines, beggary and ſalves. No ſprained an- 
cles, convenient hoſpitable cottages, neat eld v 
men, with their wonderful davghters, — 
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chords, books, &c.—No friends at firſt fight, 
with the friends of friends, and their extraordi- 
nary acts of friendſhip, from whom you are to 
endure a triple recital of the fame dull, ſtupid, im- 
probable, unintereſting fact, while your imagin- 
ation is to be chained to the foot of the poſtman, 
who carries the important intelligence from miſs 
to miſs. No counterpart lover tor this unparal- 
lelled belle, who ſtops by his fingle interpoſition, 
a coach and runaway horſes in its full career, or 
plunges into the water, to extricate perſons whom 
he never ſaw before. No duels wherein the pro- 
per party always recovers; anonymous letters 
ſure of detection, uncles dead in the firſt volume 
forgotten in the ſecond, with their reſurrection 
in the third ; convenient deaths of miſmatched 
couples to accommodate the hero and heroine cf 
the flimſy tale, with the reſt of that prepoſterous 
maſs of incredible traſh, with which the monthly 
preſſes groan. Ye, therefore who delight in ſuch 
abſurdities, wear not out your pattens in trotting 
to the ſhop for this publication; it will not do; 
for though you will find love therein, it is con- 
fined too much within the bounds of probability, 
to ſuit your taſtes, and though it is the adven- 
tures of an inhabitant of the nether world, the 
matter recorded therein (feldom the caſe with 
modern tales) ſavoureth for you too much of 
this. 


Not that we would be underſtood, hereby to 
mean an indiſcriminate reprobation of all the no- 
vels which are publiſhed. There are many bl 
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mirable performances which may come under 
the fame denomination, ſuch as - the Undutiful 


2 


Daughter, The Journey to London, or Memoirs 


of the Selby Family, with many others which af- 
ford moſt excellent leſſons, and point out the 
dangerous quickſands on which the light and full 
canvaſſed bark of juvenile expectation often 
ſtrikes. Alſo ſuch are the Benevolent and Admir- 
able Quixote, Gabriel Outcaſt, &c. with the works 
of Mrs. Brooke, Miſſes Burney, Lee, Reeve, &c. 
which do honour to their ſex, and develope the 
feelings of the human heart. It has of late been 
the cuſtom to ſingle out tome hiſtorical anecdete, 
and work it into an epiſtolary novel. But as 
there are very few political perſonal facts, which 
afford ſufficient matter for the quantity of paper 
to be filled, the deficiency has in many caſes been 
ſupplied by a number of ſuperfluons ſentimental 
unintereſting letters ; inſomuch that there is an 
inſtance of a cataſtrophe being told four times 
over, before the conclufion of the work, which at 
laſt is left but incomplete; nor have fuch letters 
for the moſt part, the merit of ſhewing how di- 
rent diſpoſitions are affected by. the ſame event, 
as they are generally a repetition of lamentations 
or rejoicings, mere variations of alafſes ! obs 
and ahs! One of the beſt hiſtorical novels yet 
extant is that of Perkin Warbec, wherein ſome 
intrigues of ſtate are laid open and enlarged upon, 
in a ſtyle which plainly ſhews the ability of the 
writer, while it excites the attention of the reader, 
and gives him the higheſt pleaſure from the be- 
ginning to the end. But the maſterpiece of — 
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elaſs is the Receſs, in which Miſs Lee has ſo com- 
bined truth and fiftion, that though the has had 
recourſe to a creation of her own, bringing for- 
wards perſons and events whoſe exiftence never 
could be proved; it is done with ſuch admirable 
addreſs, growing as it were, out of weil known 
hiſtorical facts, which received an additional beau- 
ty from her pen, that nothing of the kind to equal 
it, has ever yet been ſeen, nor perhaps any thing 
to exceed it, hereafter will appear. 


To attempt the promotion of virtue by incon- 
ſiſtent and prepoſterous tales is injuring her cauſe, 
repreſenting men and things different from what 
they are inreal life. For when thoſe who under- 
go 2 temporary deception, arrive (ſometimes by 

experience) at the knowledge of the truth, 
they will be too apt to run into the oppoſite ex« 
rreme, and finding human nature not fo 
when they compare the incidents of life with the 
pious trumpery they read, they will not give her 
credit for the virtues fre may really claim. Thus 
inc dam of muſion being removed, the current 
of paſſion ſweeps all befare it, and the force of 
its operations will be, in proportion to the colour- 
ing of thoſe miſrepreſentations, with which they 
have been deceived, through volumes of exagger- 
ated character and celeſtial love, ending in a mi- 
raculous union, the grand object of nine novels 
out of ten, and which few authors venture either 
to deviate from, or go beyond ; or if they do, it is 
generally to exhibit ſome overſtrained unnatural 
conduct in the marriage Oe WO Ons | 
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band and wife, acting in thoſe characters, with 
equal abſurdity, they did in thoſe of the fan- 
taſtic miſtreſs and her filly ſwain. 


We will now beſpeak the favour of readers of 
a different claſs, and endeavour to intereſt them 
in our behalf, by a ſhort recital of the many pe- 
rils we have encountered, for the entertainment 
of ſuch as we ſhall be fortunate enough to enter- 
tain. And when they come to underſtand that 
we have been near ſuffering ſhipwreck, confined 
in a foreign gaol, narrowly evaded the 
with other hair-breadth eſcapes for this laudable 
purpoſe, we doubt not gratitude will induce them 
to view our imperfections with a lenient eye, and 
praiſe us where they can. 


Having occaſion to take a journey as far as 
Canterbury, and being in want of a travelling 
trunk for the purpoſe, I purchaſed one in Long 
Acre, and as I was depoſiting my apparel there- 
in, I found it was lined with a manuſcript, 
written in a very crabbet, and uncommon hand, 
Curiaſuy prompted mr3to ſpend the intermediate 
time, while I was waiting for ſome linen, in en- 
deavouring to decipher the contents; which 
having with infinite trouble at laſt performed, I 
was actuated with an infurmountable inclination, 
or rather rage, to obtain the reſt. For this 
purpoſe I ran to the trunk-maker, and entered 
into a treaty with him, for ſo much of the re- 
mainder as was in his pofſeffion. This was rather 
an expenſive buſineſs, as I „ 
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chaſe nine new trunks, and pay for the lids and 
linings. of ſeven more. The vehicle maker in 
perfect good humour with me, from the unuſual 
bar gain we had made, then informed me, that 
about two hours before I came to his ſhop, he 
had ſold ſeveral large caſes, and boxes, to ſome 
French gentlemen, who had ſet off immediately 
for Calais; as this was the road I was going, I 
determined to proceed, and try if I could not 
get an opportunity to copy the linings, with 
leave of the proprietors, or their ſervants, having 
engaged him in the mean time to recover as 
much of the manuſcript as he could, for which 
I agreed to pay him by the page. I then ſet off, 
and having diſpatched my concerns at Canter- 
bury, proceeded with the utmoſt ſpeed to-Dover, 
and arrived juſt as the object of my purſuit had 
quitted the pier ; I was therefore obliged to em- 
bark in another packet boat, and landed at 
Calais, in a quarter of an hour after it; whether 
that my mind being ſo engroſſed with the pur- 
poſe of my voyage, occafioned ſuch an inattention 
to what was tranſacting on board, that I was 
totally ablorbed in the contemplation of the 
methods I ſhould purſue to gain my ends, I at- 
tracted the notice of the paſſengers, I cannot ſay, 
but I ſoon found myſelf regarded during the paſ- 
ſage, by the reſt of the paſſengers, in a very un- 
favourable light, as one of deep deſign, (particu- 
larly by ſome Frenchmen) and engaged in fome. 
affair of no commendable fort; to mend the 
matter, on my diſcovery of this, I thought it ne- 
ceſſary to rouſe myſelf, and enter into converſa- 

tion, 
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tion, but ſtill intent on my favourite object, I 
made ſome | ner and cloſe enquiries, con- 
cerning the flengers in the other boat, 
who were perſons of the firſt diſtinction, and 
Anti-Revolutioniſts; in conſequence of 

this, f was obſerved with a ſuſpicious eye, by all 
parties, on our landing on the quay, and every 
action watched, whence I immediately repaired to 
the Cullom-hoaſe 1 z conſcious of the innocence 
of my deſigns, I paid no regard to obſervations, 
too particular to eſcape my notice ; and inſtead 
of being more circumſpect in my demeanour, I 
was imprudent enough to apply to a ſervant of 
the French paſſengers, (their rank precluding all 
application to themſelves) for leave to copy 
ſomething on the inſide of the trunks, which had 
juſt been opened by the Cuſtom-houſe officers, 
bs which I offered a handſome gratuity. As I 
ſpeak very bad French, I make no doubt I ex- 
preſſed myſelf fo badly, as to render myſelf ob- 
noxious at this critical juncture. The valet 
ſtaring in my face and exclaiming Sacre Dieu, 
diſappeared in a twinkling, but as returned 
with a file of ſoldiers, by whom I was immedi- 
ately ſeized and ſafely lodged in the town jail. 
The next morning I appeared before the go- 
vernor, where the man formally depoſed, that I 
had offered beaucoup de guinea to induce him to 
let me copy the papers in his maſter's trunks, 
with an intent /ans doute to betray the contents 
to the inſurgents, againſt the power of the crown, 
(of which it happened there were ſeveral of a 
very important nature) a crime, which nothing 
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but a halter could expiate in France. I now ſtood 
in a very dangerous predicament ; it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty I could get heard by an 
interpreter, when on explaining my intentions, 
and producing ſome of the unuſed manuſcript, 
which I had procured of the trunk-maker, and 
brought with me to amuſe myſelf, in decipher- 
ing, and which exactly correſponded with the 
characters on the lining of the trunks and caſes, 
I was relaſed; but this was not all, it moſt 
fortunately happened, that the principal perſon 
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On my arrival in London the firſt place I went 
to, was the trunk-maker, who had been fo dili- 
gent in my abſence, as to recover almoſt the 
whole of the manuſcript, but all endeavours to 
find the author proved ineffectual, nor could we 
diſcover whether he was alive or dead; was I to 
tell you the hiſtory of my progreſs in ſearch of the 
remainder, it would of itſelf make ſeveral vo- 
lumes, according to the preſent mode of compi 
lation. I was once very near embarking 
America, three times obliged to comply with ava- 
ricious demands of ſordid pawn-brokers, beſides 
2a variety of preſents to chimney · ſweepers, paſtry- 
cooks, grocers, and other ſhop-keepers, who had 
enveloped their goods in the mutilated ſheets of 
the object of my ſearch; and laft Lord mayor's 
day, imprudently ruſhing into the kitchen at the 
manſion-houſe, I ſnatched off fix of my beſt chap- 
ters, condemned to be roaſted by a briſk fire, on 
the revolving magiſterial haunches, as preſerva- 
tives of fat: So daring an act, againſt the inte ſti- 
nal welfare of the ſtate, was ſure to exaſperate all 
concerned, accordingly the cook brandiſhing a 
long knife, immediately prepared to revenge the 
diſarrangement I had cauſed in his culinary ſyſ- 
tem, and the depredations I had made on his con- 
vivial art. But tho? furrounded by twenty myr- 
midons, I ſaved myſelf under the protection of a 
ſhield, which tho” not a thoufandth part fo big 
as the ſeven- fold ſhield of Ajax, was infinitely 
ſuperior in its defenſive powers, as it not only pre- 
ſerved me from my adv 's blows, but even 
diſarmed him ſoon of his inclination to do me 

hurt; for on the diſplay of a fingle guinea he 
| 2 co 
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condeſcended to hold an amicable parley, when 
ordering his troops to halt, we entered into a 
conference; the event of which was, I was fuf- 
fered, on depoſiting anotFer crown for the benefit 
of his ſubalterns, unmoleſted to vacate his garri- 
ſon, regaled with a meſs of admirable gala ſoup, 
in full poſſcſſion of my greaſy prize. This was 
the laſt trouble I encountered, the benefit of which 
you are now about to reap, though I do not think 
you are yet in the poſſeſſion of the whole, which, 
having a clue to go by, I ſhall endeavour to ob- 
tain. Poſſibly you may think, I have been at 
much pains to little purpoſe, but I hope you will 
take into conſideration, the great fatigue and ex- 
pence I have undergone; eſpecially if it ſhould 
for a few hours, beguile you of that temporary 
apathy, to which we are all liable, and againſt 
which the ſtrength of reaſon is often oppoſed in 
vain, and the armour of philoſophy an ineffectual 
defence. Nor are we without hope, of accom- 
pliſhing this deſirable end of all our labours, be- 
ing thereto encouraged by the great variety of 
matter herein contained ; and the elucidation of 
certain tranſactions, both of a public and private 
nature, which, though known in general, have 
never been ſo particularly, and accurately deli- 
neated before. 
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CHAP. I. 


Being an introdufory ene.—Argal make; his ff 
appearance with ſome very unfur:nrable marks 
of diſtinction. 


N a back garret, at on of the worſt houſes, 
| I in one of the narroweit lanes near Houndſ- 

ditch, occaſionally reuded two of the diſciples 
of Moſes, Mefſieurs Shadrack Solomons and 
Abednego Manaſſes. A ſorry bed, two old 
arm chairs, and a ſtrong oak table, compoſed the 
furniture of the room; to the latter was fixed 
a large vice, near the chimney was an anvil, on 
one tide of which was a ſtrong pair of ſheers, 
and in the corner ſtood a large crucible. It 

was in the month.of November about five o'clock 
ia the evening, when * wretched inhabitants 


of 


— — _ - — 


— — — 


— 


| 
| 
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of this wretched apartment, were ſeated on each 
fide of the table, on which lay a couple of files, 
a graver, a ſmall quantity of gold duſt, two pair 
of ſeales of different dimenfions, a pot of porter, 
ſome bread and cheeſe, with pipes and tobacco ; 
they ſeemed to be ſitting in filent expectation of 
ſome 'company, while they whiffed in concert, 
making periodical applications to the proviſion 
which lay before them, regarding each other at 
intervals with a moſt horrid obliquity of coun- 
tenance, which threatened to be productive of 
ſome argument, on which they were both equal- 
ly deſirous, but afraid to enter; at length 
Mr. Solomons knocking the aſhes out of his 
exhauſted pipe, opened the conference. — It 
does not ſignify talking, Manaſſes, I can ftand it 
no longer, I muſt break.'—* If you break, Mr. 


Solomons, what is to become of me 2?—* You 


muſt break too.'—* 'That cannot be, you know, 
I broke laſt month. — Then you muſt be burnt 
out—But hark, I hear ſome of the people coming. 
It is little Sam, with ſome goods.'—The uſual 
fignal being made, the door opened and faſtened 
again, there went up to the table, without any 
ceremony, a little ſquat fellow, wrapped up in a 
looſe great coat, which, throwing open, diſ- 
played a great variety of pockets in the lining, 
out of which he took a ſilver mug, four table 
ſpoons, a filver cream-jug, a fiſh trowel, two 
Meer ſalts, a caſe of ſurgeon's inſtruments, with 


three ſilver watches. 


Theſe goods (except the latter) were weighed 
by Shadrack, and by him handed to Abednego, 
who, after they had gone through the — 
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of the ſheers, threw them into the crucible : the 
watches were carefully examined by the former, 
the graver was applied to transform the name of 
one of them, a new dial plate was affixed, while 
the caſes of the other two were multiplied into a 
variety of pieces by the ſheers, and the works 
thrown into a box that ſerved as a receptacle 
for ſuch ſuperfluous commodities. Little Sam 
then received the wages of his by weight, 
according to the previous „ him 
and the gentlemen undertakers in ſuch caſes 
made and provided. Hitherto the buſineſs had 
been tranſacted with filent expedition, which 
was at length broke by Mr. Solomon, who 
aſked . if there was any thing more ? to which 
Sam (after repleniſhing his box out of the diſh 
upon the table) replied— No, but if he could 
Jpeat with any thing, they ſhould fee him again,” 
and was departing, when ſtopping — 2 
ſeeming to recollect himſelf— Hold, 
© here is a damned crown which wont bom — 
may as well thro it into the ſmelting pot, and 
give me what you pleaſe, I don't like the looks 
of it, beſides landlord (who is a ſcholar, and un- 
derſtands theſe matters) ſays as how its omalous 
to keep it in my pocket.” On this he threw it 
down, and receiving three ſhillings worth of half- 
pence in exchange, departed to exerciſe his 
dexterity in the way of his profeſſion. 


Sam being gone, the Jews ſtanding at the 
table, their eyes were in the ſame inſtant at- 
tracted by ſome extraordinary marks on the 
crown, no leſs on account of the ſubject, than 
the uncommon —_ of the engraving, which 

2 was 
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was of ſuch exquiſite workmanſhip, that it would 
have baffled the ſkill of the moſt eminent artift 
to have excelled it. It had been refuſed at ſe- 
veral ſhop-, where Sam had offered it, and it 
operated too forcibly on his ſenſations, (for he 
was in ſome caſes a man of fine feelings ) to look 
on it with total unconcern, nor indeed was the 
ſenfibility of the Levites entirely unaffected 
thereby. Ir repreſented a man pendant on a 


gibbet, and by certain inſignia well known to the 


inſpectors, the malefactor appeared to be a mem- 
ber of the Synagogue. In a ſilent mixture of 
horror at the ſubject, and admiration at the per- 
formance, for ſome minutes they contemplated it, 
looking alternately at the engraving, and at each 
other, with a moſt ſcrutinizing eye, while they 
ſeemed ſtruck with a conſcious retroſpection of 
ſome paſt tranſactions, the recollection of which 
were on this occaſion particularly diſagreeable, 
being cloſely connected with, and preliminary to 
a cataſtrophe, ſimilar to that repreſented on the 
crown. At length Mr. Solomons looking 
earneſtly in his partner's face I think, Abed- 
nego,' ſaid he, it has a very full beard.— Yes, 
ſays the other, © certainly, and that full beard you 
mention, is alſo very picked,” (returning the keen 
glances of Shadrack) Picked, retorted Solo- 
mons, may be fo, there is alſo a wart upon 
the check. And a ſcar under the left eye,” 
rejoined Manaſſes.— Why what the devil,” fays 
Shadrack, (while his eyes began to roll, and his 
liver-coloured complexion ſeemed to yield to a 
feint ſuffuſion of red,) you do not mean to in- 
ſiauate ”?—* Not at all, Mr. Solomons, nor e 

ä n't 
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don't mean to ſuggeſt ??—* Not in the leaſt, Mr. 
Manaſſes, not in the leaſt.“ By this mutual and 
timely conceſſion, and reciprocal diſavowal of 
ideas which it was very plain each of them 
ſtrongly entertained, the kindling embers of re- 
crimination were extinguiſhed. A little furt he-, 
and the bonds of good fellowſhip between theſ= 
fellow-labourers had been broken in twain, and 
rhe claſps which faſtened the convention of amity 
had been in the ſame predicament as the ſilver in 
the crucible, liquified by the flames of animoſity, 
to the utter diſſolution of the partnerſhip ſut - 
ſiſting between Meffieurs Shadrack Solomons 
and Abednego Manaſſes, refiners, ſilver-ſmiths, 
money-mongers, coin-{weaters, dealers in teas, 
rum and brandy, exporters of old clothes, re- 
ceivers of ſtolen goods, &c. &c. &c. But know- 
ing if they quarrelled, they muſt, (like man and 
wife) immediately make it up again, or it would 
toon appear they had both been in the wrong : 
they ſtopped ſhort on the brink of a dangerous 
precipice, and inſtinctively ſenfible that the beſt 
way to reſtore peace, was to deſtroy the cauſe of 
difſention, he who was neareſt to the chimney, 
toſſed it towards the crucible, but it fell ſhort, 
and ſtriking on the edge, rolled back again. 
Three times did they try, and three times did 
they fail in their attempts to commit it to the 
flames. At length Manaſſes, enraged at what he 
thought a repeated omen of impending fate, 
ſnatching it up in a paroxiſm of rage exclaime1, 
© Hence thou execrable type of mortal infamy, 
more baleful to mine eyes, than is the Nazaritith 
fign, hence, and periſh in the fire, and as thy 
tubltance melts, fo may the Chriſtian foul of the 

accurſed 
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accurſed wretch who friſt conceived and exe- 
cuted thee, diffolve in everlaſting flames.'—With 
which he roſe and threw it with violence into 
the pot upon the fire, when preſently the ſound 
of feet was heard upon the ſtairs, at which the 
Jews betrayed marks of the utmoſt apprehenſion, 
when a hollow voice, which ſeemed to come 
from the crucible, pronounced—* The beards of 
the deſcendants of Abhaham ſhall not be defiled.” 
At the ſame in they with their apparatus 
were enveloped with a vaporous' miſt, which 
rendered them totally inviſible to the officers of 
the police, who ſoon broke open the door, in 
conſequence of an information they had received 
at the public office, of certain ſuſpicious appear- 
ances in the conduct of the Levites, who now 
almoſt petrified with fear, and aſtoniſhed at what 
they had heard, yet to find themſelves ſafe, had 
retired to a corner of the room, nor could they 
ſcarcely believe themſelves delivered from the 
hands of the Philiſtines, who, thinking the birds 
were flown, retreated without further ſearch. In 
the mean time, a ſmall column of black ſmoke 
Mued from the crucible, bending towards the 
table, which by degrees con itſelf to a 
point, gradually diſperſed, and the gen dropt 
thereon, to the great attoniſhment of the behold- 
ers, who viewed the whole proceſs of this phæno- 
menon with a mixture of terror and diſmay; 
when the ſame voice which had announced their 
ſafety, addreſſed them as follows. Liſten, O ye 
children of Iſrael, to the tongue of your deliverer, 
let the words which he ſhall utter ſink deep into 
the receſſes of your hearts, ſuffer them to be 
mollified by what he ſhall relate. So ag A aud 

urs 
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labours be crowned with ſucceſs, may the fleſh- 
pots of Egypt again regale your noſtrils, the 
portion of your forefathers be encreaſed an hun- 
dred fold, and yourſelves enabled to return, laden 
with the abundance of Chriſtian ſpoil, to the 
land flowing with milk and haney.'— 


CHAP 
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accurſed wretch who firſt conceived and exe- 
cuted thee, diffolve in everlaſting flames.'—With 
which he roſe and threw it with violence into 
the pot upon the fire, when preſently the ſound 
of feet was heard upon the ſtairs, at which the 
Jews betrayed marks of the utmoſt apprehenſion, 
when a hollow voice, which ſeemed to come 
from the crucible, pronounced—* The beards of 
the deſcendants of Abhaham ſhall not be defiled.” 
At the ſame in they with their apparatus 
were enveloped with a vaporous' miſt, which 
rendered them totally inviſible to the officers of 
the police, who ſoon broke open the door, in 
conſequence of an information they had received 
at the public office, of certain ſuſpicious appear- 
ances in the conduct of the Levites, who now 
almoſt petrified with fear, and aſtoniſhed at what 
they had heard, yet to find themſelves fafe, had 
retired to à corner of the room, nor could they 
ſcarcely believe themſelves delivered from the 
hands of the Philiſtines, who, thinking the birds 
were flown, retreated without further ſearch. In 
the mean time, a ſmall column of black fmoke 
Mued from the crucible, bending towards the 
table, which by degrees con itſelf to a 
point, gradually diſperſed, and the gen dropt 
thereon, to the grat aſtoniſhment of the behold- 
ers, who viewed the whole s of this phæno- 
menon with a mixture of terror and diſmay ; 
when the ſame voice which had announced their 
ſafety, addreſſed them as follows.“ Liſten, O ye 
children of Iſrael, to the tongue of your deliverer, 
let the words which he ſhall utter ſink deep into 
the receſſes of your hearts, ſuffer them to be 
mollifed by what he ſhall relate. So may yorr 
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labours be crowned with ſucceſs, may the fleſh- 
pots of Egypt again regale your noſtrils, the 
portion of your forefathers be encreaſed an hun- 
dred fold, and yourſelves enabled to return, laden 
with the abundance of Chriſtian ſpoil, to the 
land flowing with milk and haney.'— 


CHAP 
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CHAP... 


He gives an Account of himſelf. Appears in a poli- 
tical Light, aud engages in the ſervice of the Pope. 


AM the demon Aſhtaroth, condemned by 
the inevitable decrees of fate, to ſuffer for the 
apparent neglect of which I was not guilty. On 
the demiſe of a certain Proteſtant ſovereign, the 
princes of darkneſs, ever intent to enlarge the 

extent of their domain, and that influence which 
had fo long predominated, in the reign of an in- 
human ſanguinary predeceſſor, but had after- 
wards ſuffered great diminution, conceived hopes 
of encreaſing the former, and re-eſtabliſhing the 
latter, on the acceſſion of a weak and indolent 
tucceſſor, born as he was of parents (and ruled 
by a favourite) who were of the ſame religion, 
which had involved the empire in diſgrace, 
lighted up the fircs of ſuperſtition, and over- 
whelmed the country with tyranny and deſola- 
tion. To eſtabliſh their kingdom on a permanent 
and ſure foundation, revive the days of fire and 
faggot, for the future emolument of their fa- 
vourite Antichriſt the pope, they concluded 
nothing could be more effectual, than to give the 
heir apparent a conſort, from a land of bigotry 
and fanaticiſm. For this purpoſe Moloch him- 
ſelf came to Rome and ſuggeſted to his Holineſs, 
the idea of a match between him and the 
daughter of a catholic houſe, afſuming for that 
purpoſe the form of a deceaſed cardinal of the 


conclave, in whom Gregory had greatly confided, 
and 
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and under his ſemblance he appeared in a viſion 
to the ſovereign pontiF. The Pope, who wanted 
little inducement to efpouſe a plan which pro- 
miſed ſuch advantages to the Holy See, entered 
into conſultation with the council, and it was 
reſolved, that their emiflaries ſhould be inſtructed 
to forward the ſcheme, and to diſpoſe the ſove- 
reign to acquieſce. It is neceſſary to obſerve, 
that though the empire had withdrawn all al- 
legiance to the Papal throne, there were an in- 
finite number of its ſtaunch adherents, who, 
taking advantage of a political toleration, which 
has ever ſubſiſted in that nation, lived in hopes 
of ſome fortunate event, to reſtore the kingdom 
of Antichriſt. With this view, a ſecret arrange- 
ment of eccleſiaſtic government was formerly 
kept up ; there were nominal dignitaries of the 
church, from the firſt patriarch down to the 
moſt ſubordinate degree. 


With a bull of inſtructions on this occaſion, 
the Pope ſent to his head of the church, a beauti- 
ful conſecrated crucifix. It was my unfortunate 
lot when Moloch returned to the infernal abodes, 
to be left as his ſubſtitute, to promote the con- 
ſummation of this union ; for which purpoſe, 
I was ordered to tranſport my nature in this 
crucifix, that I might influence the heart of the 
prince in that behalf, into whoſe poſſeſſion, as 
you will find, I was afterwards transfered. Be- 
fore I enter on my own, and the adventures [I 
was witneſs to, previous to the failure of the 
treaty for the concerted match, I ſhall juſt men- 
tion to you, that its miſcarriage was the cauſe of 
all my miſery. The event, and the intrigues 

productive 


10 AR GAL, ox ru 


productive thereof are well known. Suffice it 
to ſay, it came to nothing, which on earth was 
attributed to the true political ſource. But at 
our court, the whole odium of the diſappoint- 
ment fell on me, tho' I had in vain ftrained 
every faculty to accompliſh an event, ſo favour- 
able to our cauſe. Whether I was counteracted 
by ſome more powerful ſpirit, or whether the 
good genius of the empire interfered to fave it 

m the calamitous invaſion of prieſtcraft, which 
in all probability, like an inundation, would 
have ſwept away the very traces of thoſe days, 
which were marked, a long and proſperous 


reign of liberty and fame, I cannot tell. All 


my endeavours proved abortive, and I was ſum- 
moned to give an account of my conduct. In 
vain did I plead in my defence, my unremitted 
aſſiduity to fulfil the purpoſe of my commiſſion. 
Lucifer and Belzebub however would have been 
2 ed with a flight impriſonment, but the 
helliſh inveteracy of Moloch, inflamed by the 
miſcarriage of a ſcheme wherein he had ſo great 
a ſhare, and in which he had acted ſo capital a 
part, inſiſted on perpetual confinement. At 
length the matter was compromiſed, and he was 
complimented with the power of preſcribing the 
terms of liberation. My ſentence was—That I 
return to the priſon from which I came, there 
10 be confined. —T hat whenever the form of the 
metal whereof it was compoſed, ſhould be divided, it 
war to be at my option, whether my eſſence ſhould be 
united, or divided, with abſolute power over any 
mixture, or alloy with which I might be impregnated 
—[ was as uſual allowed, to partake of the intelli- 
gerice of any, or all of the component parti, 
. diflant 
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dliſlant each other they might be. — But I was 
oft i ly ſubjected to feel all the pains, in- 
cident to the various transformations I might under- 
ga, whether the effeft of malleation, ſublimation, 
diſſolution, or otherwiſe howſoever.— And in this 
fate I was to remain, till I fell into the hands of a 
Hebrew, whoſe compaſſiom for my calamities 
induce him to drop the tear of commiſeration at my 
fate, while his gratitude for one ſervice I was per- 
mitted to render him, inſpired him with generoſity 
to forego the advantage that might accrue from the 
value of any part of my metallic ſubflance, when I 
was to be freed, and the meaſure of my penance 
—Attend then to what I ſhall unfold, and let 


the bleſſing of liberty be the reward for the pre- 
{.rvation of life.” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP III. 


He comes to Crurt, and becomes ſucceſſively the prs 
Periy of the Miniſier, and the favourite. 


I T is neccTary to inform you (continued the 
demor) that ſubordinate fpirit-, who are ſtation- 
ed in any particular receptacle, for the purpoſe 
of executing the commands of their ſuperiors, are 
attached thereto, ſo that they cannot roam 
about, nor quit it on any occaſion whatever ; 
their knowledg and interference being limited 
to a ſecret iniluence which does not extend be- 
yond the locality of their material ſubſtance: 
this, when neceſſary to act in feveral diſtant 
places at once, is fuffered to be divided, without 
any diminution of our aſcendant power, always 
acting by an inſtigation, imperceptible to the 
ſenſes of its ſubject. My preſent poſſeſſor was 
a perſon, of all others, moit fit for the high 
department which was allotted to him, in the 
little free ſtate wherein he ſerved the Romiſh lee. 
Cunning and ſagacious, he was never remiſs in 
ſeizing all opportunities of promotingthe Catholic 
intereſt. But he was at the fame time ſubject to 
a paſſion which often defeated his beſt concerted 
ſchemes, that were continually rendered ineifec- 
tual by his inſatiable avarice, apparent in the 
minuteſt circumſtances. Thus, when I came 
into his poſſeſſion, he ſaw, or fancied he faw 
a manifeſt diſproportion in my faſhion, and I 
was immediately carried by this titular metropo- 


litan of the whole empire, to an artiſt, who 
| cutting 
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cutting off a bit at the end of the croſs, gave him 
a piece of money in exchange. This operation 
however as it proved, was far from being detri- 
mental to the cauſe; for I was that very day 
carried, among a vaſt quantity of ſilver, to the 
mint, whence I iflued in the form of an half crown 
piece, my eſſence being now divided, and my 
ſphere of action and obſervation much enlarged 
by the multiplication of my parts, none of which 
aſſumed the form I now appear in till many years 
had elapſed ” 


% Ina few days my pecuniary fragment was 
put into a bag, and I was conveyed to the houſe 
of the Lord Treaſurer, with an immenſe quan- 
tity of money, all of the ſame metal. The great 
genius, uncommon capacity and large endow- 
ments of mind, conſpicuous in my maſter's coun- 
tenance, joined to an engaging addreſs, and 
excellent good ſenſe, with which his converſation 
abounded, preſently obliterated the diſguſt oc- 
caſioned by the monſtrous deformity of his per- 
fon ; and he filled the high office he enjoyed 
(for which he was entirely indebted to his merit 
and abilities) with credit to himſelf, and advan- 
tage to the ſtate. Perfectly well acquainted with 
every feature of the national genius, he poſſeſſed 
an admirable faculty of ſwaying the miniſtry, 
and diverting even his ſovereign, from reſolu- 
tions detrimental to the public weal; for the 
benefit of which he exerciſed his ſuperior talents 
with an integrity as incorruptible as it was ſincere, 
except where he found himſelf under the diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity of having recourſe to artful 
adulation for the maintenance of his place, _ 

| cr 


14 ARG Al, on Tas 


der a weak and pliant prince; a deviation which 
as it continued him in office, was not only par- 
donable, but replete with benefit, throughout 
the land But where ſhall we find a virtue 
ſufficiently againſt baſe intri and 
the re: tt of — bn in the 
ſoveriegn, the wickedneſs in the favourite, 
and profligacy in the court? There is a 
ſingular inſtance of an honeſt device he put in 
practice to reſtrain the unbounded profuſion of 
the ſovereign. On my arrival, I was configned 
to a room, where were a number of bags, or 
rather ſacks of filver money, ranged along the 
wall, of which there was continual ſupply com- 
ing in. The treaſurer was fitting in a ſilent 
reverie, at length heaving a profound ſigh (which 
ſeemed to come from the bottom of his heart) 
© It is ſtrange,” ſays he, that a man ordained 
to rule over a whole people, inſtead of endeavour- 
ing to exert the power he enjoys, of confering 
* and aggrandizing himſelf on the 
nobleſt principles, d ſubmit himſelf to the 

idance of an inexperienced youth, who treats 
im with familiarity, impoſes on his muniſtcence, 
and finks him into that infignificance from 
which by his favour he emerged himſelf ; the 
contempt attached to ſuch a conduct, indeed 
affects only himſelf, but this exceſs of extrava- 
gance, this prodigal profuſion, in behalf of one 
who has no one circumſtance to recommend 
him, by which the ſtate is benefited, is ſeverely 
felt by the people, who are plundered, to ſupply 
the money laviſhed on an execrable minion. 
'Tis time indeed that ſomething ſhould be done, 
to ſtop this deſtructive — a 
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leaſt the attempt is more than worth the riſque.” 
He then reſumed his meditations, in which he 
was interrupted by a perſon, who acquainted him 
that he had brought up the laſt bag, which com- 
pleted the twenty thouſand pounds in filver. - 
My maſter having given the neceſſary diſcharge, 
went down to dinner, which he eat in profound 
filence with diſpatch. After this I was ſurpriſed 
to ſee preparations for an entertainment, which 
by no means correſponded with the ſentiments 
of prudence and economy I had fo lately heard 
him expreſs, and to fee him in perion, over- 
looking thoſe employed, at the ſame time ex- 
preſſing an anxious ſolicitude for the due arrange- 
ment of every thing throughout the houſe, which 
aſſumed the air of the moſt extravagant, and 
voluptuous temple of pleaſure for the ſatis faction 
of his expected gueſts. Having ſeen every thing 
diſpoſed to his mind, he returned to the room 
where we were, and ordering us to be brought 
into an anti-chamber, and emptied upon a large 
table covered with green cloth, he amuſed him- 
ſelf with ſpreading us out, to ſhew to the greateſt 
advantage, and having the appearance of an 
enormous ſum, by which preparation, he might 
have incurred the i mputation of an unjuſt 
ſuppoſition, that he was one of thoſe needy 
noblemen, that ſuppbrt themſelves by the 
ſcandalous profits acquired from thoſe, who, 
allured by an external diſplay of imaginary 
wealth, ſubmit to be plundered in good com- 
pany, at the gaming tables of right honourable 
knaves. Every room now ſhone with the 
luſtre of artificial day, and was foon crowded 
with company in maſques, compoſed of the moſt 
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diſtinguiſhed nobles in the realm. In about an 
hour my maſter, on receiving a ſignal from his 
principal domeſtic, inſtantly diſappeared, to re- 
cei a party ci the firſt conſequence, conſiſting of 
the ſov-reign, th favourite Earl, and their atten- 
daut ſuice, whom ne conducted up a ſtair- caſe, to 
th: anti- chamber where we were diſpoted, through 
which it was necctlary to paſs, to a room where a 
collation was prepared worthy of the :oyal gueſt. 
Struck with the unexpected magnificence of the 
ſcene, the monarch expecnhed his fat:-faftion at 
the compliment paid to him, in terms highly flat- 
tering to his noble hoſt, at the fame time aſking 
for w nat purpoſe that immenſe ſum of money wa; 
fo - diſpoſed ? To which te repiicd careleſly, 
« 'That it was laid there by miſtake, diſcovered 
too late to rectify in time, but it was—-nly the 
tweiity thouſand pounds, which, according to the 
royal mandate, wos to be ſent as a preſent to the 
Earl, Aſton'ſhed at the magnitude of the ſum, 
(which was ſo ſpread as io appear three times 
more than it was, and all in filver) and the au- 
dacious rapacity of the favourite, he ſtæod a 
while as if under the influence of an electrical 
ſhock, at length recovering from his ſurpriſe 
How, ſays he, twenty thouland pounds, 
(turning with a look of reſentment at the fa- 
vourite, who was at his right hand) but we are 
your lordſhip's gueſts, and will not interrupt the 
hilarity of the preſcat hour, to-morrow we will 
ſpeak further, in the mean time he muſt be con- 
tented with a quarter of that heap He then paſ- 
ſed on, while the favourite trembled at his 
frown. The news of this event, which immedi- 
ately tranſpired through the officious circulation 

of 
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of the court leeches, (ever induſtrioufly on the 
watch to propagate the viciſſitude of royal fa- 
vour) had a wonderful and inftantaneous effect 
on the company. The fall of the Earl was prog- 
noſticated, for though the order for the money had 
actually received the royal ſignature, in an un- 
guarded hour of convivial pleaſure, when affec- 
tion for the favourite knew no bounds, yet thoſe 
well verſed in mankind, were not ignorant, that 
the perpetrators of actions, performed under an 
undue influence, which reflect diſgrace on their 
oſtenſible agents, when they are ſenſible thereof, 
and would avoid the odium attached thereto, 
are ever ready to take revenge for the conſe- 
quences of their own egregious folly, on the ob- 
ject of that partiality which was its unworthy 
ſource. Others who did not think ſo deeply, 
were fatisfied with the agreeable reflection, that 
the monarch had frowned upon the Earl, when 
in all probabiliry he would have been diſgraced ; 
and he whoſe hand would have been received 
five minutes before by the firſt female in the land, 
with a tranſport of joy, and have occaſioned uni- 
verſal envy towards the fair who boaſted that 
honour, now found it difficult to obtain a part- 
ner of more than ordinary rank. But he knew 
too well the paſſage to his maſter's heart to be 
ſo ſpeedily overthrown. - When the order was 
obtained, a blank had been left for the ſum, till 
enquiry ſhould be made what money was in the 
Treafury, and the matter being forgot, the Earl 
had ventured to fill it up himſelf. He had ad- 
dreſs enough to perſuade his maſter that he had 
left at the Treaſury with a clerk, (whom he ſub- 
orned to bear teſtimony thereto) with a meſſage 
to 
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to the Treaſurer, to inſert ſuch a ſum as could 
be conveniently ſpared; that he had taken ad- 
vantages of this circumſtance to inſert ſo large 
an amount, with a view of ruining his credit 
with the prince, who was now ſadly embarraſ- 
ſed between his affection for the favourite, and 
reſpet for the virtues of the Treaſurer, whoſe 
removal the Earl had long endeavoured to pro- 
cure, and now ſtimulated by revenge, he vowed 
with moſt bitter inveCtives to effect. The ſo- 
vereign therefore, equally fearful of the event, 
turn out which way it would, eaſy as it was to 
have diſcovered the truth, made it the condition 
of his future favour, that his favourite ſhould 
drop the ecution of revenge, affecting to 
give implicit credit to his ſtory, and . promiſing 
on ſome occaſion which might offer, to remove 
the Treaſurer, who was now ſo neceſſary to bis 
ſervice, and ſo univerſally beloved, that it would 
reflect the higheſt diſhonour on himſelf, to ſhew 
him the leaſt indign 1 The morning 
after the ball, five thouſ⸗ were ſent 
to the Earl, according to N then given as 
before related, among which I was ; and 

after, Death ſaved the favourite the trouble and 
odium of any further contrivances againſt my 
former mafter's welfare, who died univerſally 
lamented, as he had lived univerſally admired 
anc beloved. 5 


CHAP 
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CHAP. Iv. 


He continues at Court, and ruins his Maſfler by the 
fecret Exertion of diabolical Influence, with ad- 


Y OU are is underfiand (purſued the foi- 
rit) that our intuitive faculties are not reſtricted 
to the knowledge of thoſe events, which 
at the time when we are in the poſſeſſion 
reſpeCtive proprietors; but that tho we are — 
cluded from all knowledge of futurity, we are 
immediately initiated into * moſt com 
five and accurate intelligence of the paſt, when 
all ſuch tranſactions which have affected thoſe, to 
whom we may appertain, with their concomitant 
circumſtances, ſo far as known to themſelves 
SD 
3 by which means we obtain a perfect know« 
his the dn of Wo. on whom we 
are to exert our influence. This extraordinary 
privilege however is ſtrictly confined to perſonal 
poſſeſſion, for we are entirely ignorant of ſuch 
occurrences and diſpoſitions, as are attached ts 
the perfons and intereſt of thoſe into whoſe po- 
ſeffion we do not arrive, unleſs where they are 
comprehended in the a& of our poſſeſſor; nor 
can we change the habitation allotted us, tho” 
if it is divided into thouſands of parts, we can 
partake 


— 
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partake of the information of all, or any as we 
pleaſe, with a power of uniting, quitting, diſ- 
tributing, and recalling our effer:xe, as ſhall beſt 
ſuit the purpoſe of our charge, which it is at our 
peril to neglect. This relates only to that claſs 
1 belong to, but thoſe of a ſuperior order are in 
every reſpect indulged with larger powers. As 
I perceived the favourite (who now ruled the 
ſovereign with as extenſive a ſway as ever) was 
not well affected to our cauſe, I did not with- 
draw from that portion of my receptacle of 
which he was the owner. 


My preſent maſter was neither a man of learn- 
ing or experience, with a very ſlender capacity. 
But there was in his diſpoſition a degree of flex- 
ibility, and complaiſant, acquieſcent reſignation 
to the opinions of ſuch as wiſhed to make an 
impreſſion on his mind, that adapted him greatly 
to the purpoſe of his prince, whe had imbibed 
an unaccountable propenſity to commence peda- 
gogue in politics, and had pitched upon this raw 
unadulterated youth, as the firſt fubject of an 
eſſay in his political ſchool. He was therefore 
conſtituted favourite, and the bounty of his ſo- 
vereign was ſhowered down upon him in ſuch a 
torrent of riches, and unwarrantable preference, 
that all oppoſition being found in vain, he was 
ſoon looked upon as the ſure channel to the royal 
favour, and ruled with unlimited ſway the diſpo- 
fition of the court. Unfortunately for our pur- 
poſe, he had attached himſelf ro a gentleman of 
uncommon wiſdom, abilities, and integrity, by 
whoſe advice he conducted himſelf in ſuch a 
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manner, as to ſteer clear of thoſe dangerous at- 
tempts, „ hich had proved fatal to many of his 
preciecefiois. It was therefore neceſſary to en- 
gage him in ſome purſuit, which ſhould render 
him obnoxious to the ſtate, and if poſſible, in- 
volve his far hful Mentor in his fall. As his po- 
litical conduct was without -reproach, recourſe 
was had to ſomething of a more domeſtic na- 
ture, which as far ſurpaſſed our hopes in its ſuc- 
ceſs, as in its proceſs it filled the realm with hor- 
ror and diſguſt. 


Though the heart of my maſter was inacceſſi- 
ble to avarice at that time, he was by no means 
ſo to the ſofter, but more powerful attacks of 
love. It was therefore neceſſary to intangle him 
in ſome amour, the complicated intricacies of 
which, ſhould at length be productive of diſmiſ- 
fion and diſgrace. For this purpoſe an object 
was pitched upon, perfectly qualified in every 
reſpect to anſwer the deſired end, as ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſed every perſonal requiſite to captivate the 
favourite, and every mental qualification to urge 
him on to his deſtruction. Beautiful, proud, 
paſſionate, and revengeful, no conſideration 
whatever reſtrained her from the moſt daring 
attempts, to accompliſh whatever her vindictive 
paſſions dictated, by which ſhe was often tran- 
ſported with a fury, little ſhort of frenzy, againſt 
thoſe who impeded her defigns. She had been 
married very young, and her huſbandrhaving 
been ſent abroad, on account of their youth, 

the marriage had not been conſummated. It 
was at the time my maſter was at the zenith 


of his fortune, that her huſband returned with 
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ardour to his lovely bride, but he found her very 
far from anſwering the hopes he had entertained 
of mutual love. She had conceived a violent 
paſſion for the Earl, nor could all the authority 
of her father avail to make her obedient to ber 
huſband's will, to defeat which ſhe put in prac- 
tice every ſtratagem which art or nature could 
ſuggeſt. At length the intercourſe between her 
and my maſter became ſo public, that the court 
began to ſpeak with great freedom on the ſub- 
ze, while the huſband gave her up as one un- 
worthy of his regard. It was then the Earl took 
a ſep which occaſioned his being guilty of a 
crime that ended in his total ruin. Driven by 
his paſſion from one exceſs to another, he com- 
pleted the courſe of iniquity he had begun, by 
the perpetration of an act replete with the baſeſt 
ingratitude, and accompanied with a murder of 
the fouleſt kind. Making no doubt he ſhould 
meet with afliſtance from that faithful friend to 
whoſe direction while he ſubmitted, he was ho- 
noured and efteemed, he conſulted him on the 
means for bringing his amour to a happy iſſue, 
and to furniſh him with ſome project at once to 


accompliſh a divorce, and clear the way for his 


own eſpouſals of the lady; but great was his 
diſappointment, when inſtead of the expected 
aid, he met with the higheſt diſapprobation, and 
the ſtrongeſt diſſuaſives from his real friend. 
This worthy man repreſented to him, the ſcan- 
dal which would reſult from ſuch an act to the 
nobility, the particular odium he would incur 
himſelf, the injuſtice he would be guilty of to 
her huſb:nd, and the danger he would run. 


He ſet forth the infamy attached to her charac- 
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ter; that her reputation being entirely loſt, it 
would, when ſhe became his wife, infallibly ſtig- 
matize his own, and in ſhort, ſo tranſported was 
he by his honeſt zeal for the welfare of my maſ- 
ter, that he treated her in the warmth of friend- 
ſhip for him, and the heat of animoſity againſt 
her, who was the cauſe of his deviating from that 
honourable path in which he had hitherto guided 
him, as a ſtrumpet profligate and baſe ; pro- 
nouncing all her relations, who countenanced 


7 

this unezpected check, he had the addreſs in a 
r to ſuppreſs his reſentment, but un- 

y he had not diſcretion to conceal it 
from his miſtreſs, who violently enraged, and 
very apprehenſive of her deſigus being rendered 
abortive, by the well known abilities, wiſdom 
and probity of the friend, ſhe vowed revenge, 
and exerted every captivating power ſhe poſſeſſed, 
to excite her laver to accord. This was the very 
criſis of my maſter's fate; long and ſevere was 
the ſtruggle between probity and love. It is on 
theſe occaſions our influence is attended with aſ- 
ſured ſucceſs. The deliberation of the mind 
tween good and evil, where the paſſions interfere 
in behalf of the latter, generally terminate in 
our favour, and the greateſt difficulty is, to pro- 
duce that heſitation in the active principle; when 
this is done, the work is eaſy. Accordingly with 
a little of my affiſtance, he was weak enough to 
facrifice his worthy friend. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. v. 


Continued— He gives a flriking example of his Abi- 
lities for Intrigue. 


y Tu E buſineſs was now to remove the only 
perſon, who was capable by his knowledge and 
integrity, to have maintained him in the unlimit- 
ed enjoyment of his ſovereign's favour, beyond 
the utmoſt malice of thoſe enemies inevitably 
created by envy for his poſt, and thereby re- 
move the obſtacle to their mutual wiſhes. This 
required the utmoſt precaution, nor could they 
be too circumſpect in their proceedings againſt 
one, who by the purity of his manners, had 
gained univerſal eſteem, and was unaſſailable ei- 
ther by the allurements of ambition, or tbe gra- 
tification of avaricious defires. They therefore 
made that very friendſhip which he profeſſed, 
and of which he had given my maſter ſuch un- 
doubted. and falutary proofs, ſubſervient to his 


own deſtruction. They firſt ſuggeſted to the 


ſovereign (after extolling his abilities and capa- 
city) that he was become inſolent and overbear- 
ing, and then urged the neceſſity of ſending him 
abroad. Accordingly an honourable employment 
being allotted to him, he was commanded to 
depart, which, in all probability he would have 
done, without any reluctance or delay, but my 
maſter repreſented to'him in a ſeeming agony of 
deſpair, that without his counſel he ſhould be 
ad and unable to conduct himſelf through the 
labyrinth 
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labyrinth of court intrigue, if denied the bene- 
tit of his preſence and advice. Here he ſpoke 
truth, which was made on this occaſion the 
proſtituted ſervant of the moſt abandoned 
crimes. He then earneſtly entreated him to 
refuſe the honourable office, with which he was 
to be inveſted, promifing to procure him a more 
eligible ſtation at home, and engaging to de- 
precate his offended ſovereign's wrath. It was 
impoſſible to avoid falling into this ſnare, ſo 
artfully was it laid. On his withdrawing, after 
a fatal compliance with his requeſt, from the 
royal preſence, my maſter exaggerated his pride 
in refuſing the favour of his prince, whom he 


aggravated by every ſuggeſtion he could invent, 


and finally enlarged on the abſolute neceſſity of 
chaſtifing him on that account. In conſequence 
of which, his cloſe impriſonment enſued. 

He was now where the lovers wiſhed him 


to be, and they were the arbiters of his fates, 


the decifion of which ſeon brought on their 
own; for, not contented with having put 
him in a ſituation which precluded him from 
obſtructing their deſigns, they reſolved to take 
away his life. But a murder committed in the 
ſtate priſon, was a circumſtance of too great 
notoriety to attempt; they therefore had recourſe 
to poiſon, but were a long time before they could 
accompliſh their ends without the knowledge 
of thoſe, from whom their ſafety made it ne- 
ceſſary to conceal the deed. At length by means 


of a large reward, they prevailed upon a man - 


who was recommended as ſervant, to diſpatch 
him, but he being-too narrowly watched, they 
employed an 9 apprentice, who in the 

courſe 


| 
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ccurfe of his phyſical operations, at once ended 
his miſeries and his life. 


© In the mean time the divorce was brought 
forwards, and a petition being preſented to 
have the affair inveſtigated, it was referred to 
ſome divines of the higheſt rank, to hear and 
determine the affair, and the right reverend 
fathers of the church, with all becotning gravity, 
entered into a diſquiſition on ſuch grounds, as 


ſubjected them to the ridicule of all the realm. 
The reſult was that the lady, after proper ex- 


amination, (in which ſhe ſubſtituted a friend in 


her place, to undergo the inſpection of certain 
matrons, appointed for the purpoſe, under 
cover of a veil, which, out of regard to decency, 


ſhe was allowed to wear)was permitted to mar 


again. It is needleſs to fay the wedded my 


maſter, and the nuptials were ſhortly after 


ſolemnized with ſplendor and joy throyghour 
the whole metropolis, but ill becoming the 


ſcandalous circumſtances attending its progrefſi- 
on, and the horrid act of cruelty which effected 
its complet ion, fo atrocious in its nature, that 
devil as I am, I felt a momentary compunction 
for the evils to which I had been acceſſary; and 


longed with impatience for the time when (ac- 


cording to our uſual cuſtom) I was to puniſh 


the wretches I had betrayed, leave them to be 
harrowed by the ſharp and corroding agonies of 


a wounded conſcience, and finally plunge them 


into miſery in this world, preparatory to their 
ſure deſtruction in that which is to come. 


From the inſtant my maſter had accompliſh- 
ed his deſires of marrying his miſtreſs, and mur- 
dering 


4 
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dering his friend, he underwent a total change 
of diſpofition. He was no longer the lively en- 
tertaining pupil of his ſovereign's care; ſullen, 
gloomy, avaricious, ſlovenly and diſcontented, 
he took upon him to oppoſe the wanton merri- 
ment in which he took delight. His enemies 
(for where is the favourite who has not many ?) 
neglected no opportunity, by croſſing him on all 
occaſions to render more diſagreeable his altered 
temper, till at length he grew fo diſguſtful to the 
prince, that he was determined to take the firſt 
opportunity to get rid of a confident he no longer 
loved, and ſubſtitute another in his room. To 
complete his fate, a young man was thrown in 
his maſter's way, who was amply endowed with 
every requilite to ſuperſede him in his favour, 
the firſt mark of which was his pardoning an 
infringement of an ancient law, for puniſhing 
thoſe who ſhould be guilty of ſuch diſreſpect, as 
d o ſtrike another under the royal roof, though 
my mafter exerted all his intereſt to make him 
ſuffer. No ſooner was this new inclination ob- 
ler ved, but it was encreaſed by every extravagant 
encomium that could raiſe him in the opinion of 
the prince, and the court was divided between 
my maſter and the riſing ſun; but at length the 
former precipitated his fate, by his impolitic re- 
jection of the latter's overtures of friendſhip, 
which were made at the inſtance of their fove- 
reign, who would willingly have attached them 
both. My maſter was fitting in a melancholy 
mood, a miſerable example of diſtracted guilt, 
when his competitor was announced— I am 
come, ſays he, with the moſt engaging addreſs, 
and looks of 8 reſpect, to ſolicit your 


friendſhip. 
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friendſhip. It has pleaſed the prince to give me 
reaſon to hope, on many occaſions, that my 
welfare is not indifferent to him, having re- 
ceived many inſtances of his diſtinguiſhing favour. 
I ſball be glad to improve theſe happy omens of 
my future fortune under your lordſhip's 

age and protection, in which caſe you may de- 
pend on me to ſerve you to my utmoſt abilities, 
and obey your commands with affiduity and care.” 
To this overture the earl replied, in the harſheft 
terms, whilſt hatred, malice and envy were ap- 
parent in his face and air,— I reject, ſays he, 


with indignation, © your preſumptions, and art- 


ful propoſal ; your. ſervices I will not accept, 
your friendſhip I diſclaim, and my favour I deny. 
Be aſſured you ſee in me one who will on all oc- 
caſions ſeize every opportunity to do you every 
injury I can, and leave no effort unaſſayed, to 
effect your ruin in this court. With which he 
turned his back upon his viſitor, who by this re- 
port of the reception he had met, put the finiſh- 
ing ſtroke to the downfal of the earl; to ac- 
celerate which a circumſtance now happened that 
gave his enemies an advantage, and the ſovereign 
a fair opportunity to rid himſelf of an incum- 
brance, of which he was moſt heartily tired. It 
happened that the apothecary's boy, who had 
been privy to, and inſtrumental in the death of 
my maſter's former friend, and had abſconded, 
was taken dangerouſly ill ; ftruck with contri- 
tion, he confeſſed all he knew. In conſequence 
of which the earl and his partner in guilt, were 
tried and both condemned to death, but by the 
royal clemency reprieved, and at laſt pardoned, 
with liberty to retire to a country ſeat, where to 


the 
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the reproaches of their diſagreeable reflections 
on their enormous fins, was added the miſery 
of domeſtic woe; the moſt inveterate hatred 
having ſucceeded to that unbounded paſſion, 
which had driven them to the commiſſion of ſuch. 
abominable deeds. Notwithſtanding this, he 
certainly was thereafter on the point of recover- 
ing bis former ſtation, from which he was 
excladed only by the hand of death. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 


 Argal deſcends in the ſcale of Life, and through an 


inferior Channel becomes the property of Royal 


Blacd. ( 


« 8 O ON after the diſgrace of the earl, (whoſe 
ſucceſſor filled his place with equal if not ſuperi- 
or power) I became the property of his taylor, he 
paid me to his journeyman, whence I paſſed 
through the hands of 2 retailer in ſpirituous 
liquors to thoſe of an exciſeman, who, when it 
was dark, with two cags of brandy, (a preſent for 
certain offices which he did not perform) hid 
under a horſeman's looſe ſurtout, took a boat, in 
order to convey him home, when I paſſed into 
tbe poſſc ſſion of the waterman in payment of his 
hire, who, on his landing, having loaded his 
prentice with his oars, was proceeding home- 
wards, | 


© As I apprehended I ſhould not meet with 
any thing worth my obſervation in my preſent 
ſervice, I was about to quit it; when my new 
maſter was accoſted by a perſon wrapt in a cloak, 
in which he muffled up his face, ſo that it could 
ſcarce be ſeen, but the wind having blown it aſide, 
I immediately recognized him for a Roman Ca- 
tholic nobleman of the firſt diſtinction, whem I 


had often ſeen at court. —* Hark ye, friend, ſays 


he to my maſter, © have you a mind for an ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary fare? © Extraordinary fare replied 
the other, (who was a wit in his way) I have 
had already one too many, Pm fure it is not fair 


IT ſhould receive only this piece (producing me) 


for ſuch a pull with that great fat lubber and his 
cargo; to be ſure it's a handſome piece, but 
what of that, (as uncle Van Schooner uſed to. 
ſay) The worth of all things is as much as they 
will fetch. Oh ! had he been living I ſhould not 
have wanted any fare, ordinary or extraordinary, 
perhaps I ſhould have been a parſon, inſtead of 
being laſhed to the oar, in my old age like a 
galley ſlave, by the chain of my neceſſities. And 
pray, where the devil does your wife worſhip 
want me to carry you, at this time of night? 


_ © The time of night when you'll be wanted, is 


not come by two hours yet awhile,” replied the 
gentleman. Look you, maſter, if you will carry 
three perſons without any luggage, two leagues 
down the river at ten o'clock to-night, here are 
two pietes now as earneſt, and on your landing 
you will receive three more ; what ſay you, will 
you take the job, or muſt I look for another? 
At this propoſal my maſter looked for a minute 
2s if deprived of his ſenſes. How, ſays he, 
five pieces to go only two leagues, this is no 
common butinets. But belay your information 
(perceiving the other was going to ſpeak, and 


taking the gold) the leſs I know the lefs I can 


anſwer for, to you may depend on my being here - 
at ten, with the awning up, and all things neat 
and trim, for | ſuppoſe as how there is a lady in 


the cafe? ab, maiter, you would never go two 


leagues do yn the river in the dark, if there was 
not a lady in the cafe!” at this they parted. I 
Was 


- — — © _> —C=> 
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was now determined not to ſhift my quarters be- 
fore I ſaw the end of the adventure, which I ſet 
down as a love affair; but my conception fell far 
ſhort of this important expedition. The*water- 
man having given proper inſtructions, and en- 
joined fecrecy to his boy, we purſued our way 
home. As he had received many inſtances of 
the inordinate curiofity and meddling diſpoſit ion 
of his wife, he eat his ſupper and made his pre- 
pzrations neceſſary for his voyage, in profound 
i;ence. But when at half paſt nine he took his 
great coat and lanthurn,— Whither now, fays 
the, What, you are going after ſome of your 
{mm iggling companions, who were near ruining 
us, but not a foot ſhall you ſtir to night ?—on 
which ſhe turned the key of the ſtreet door, 
and put it in her pocket. In vain did he tell her, 
he was going on a very profitable job of the ut- 
maſt conſequence ; ſhe inſiſted on his ſtaying or 
taking her with him; at length having got the 
key by force, he ſhoved her from the door, 
22ainſt which ſhe had fer her back, and giving 
her a puſh, ſhe unfortunately fell do an the cellar 
ſtairs, bawling out murder, when the watchman 
coming by, broke open the door; the houſe 
was full of people, and my maſter in cuſtody in a 
thrice. He now was exaſperated to the utmoſt 
pitch of fury and rage, when the clock ſtruck ten. 
te therefore deſired to ſpeak to his wife, who. 
fat crying and complaining of ker ill uſage on the 
ſtairs. This being granted, he put a piece of 
gold into her hand, and whiſpered in her ear he 
was going to earn another; when the good 
woman, whoſe avarice fortunately exceeded 
every thing elſe, ſuddenly jumped up and abuſed 
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the neighbours with a degree of virulence, for 

interfering in her concerns, which ſent them out 

faſter than they came in. The houſe being clear- 

ed, he diſpatched the prentice to the place of ap- 
pointment, and after beſtowing a hearty curſe or 
two on his mate, (who was now as eager to 
hurry him away as ſhe was before to detain him) 
poſted after him. Luckily the Duke (for ſuch 

he was) had appointed him an hour before the 
time, that they might not have to wait. 


When my maſter began almoft to deſpair of 
touching the remainder of this lucrative fare, 
(for which he uttered the moſt bitter impreca- 
tions on his rib) he with joy perceived three 
perſons coming towards him; one of whom he 
remembered to be the ſame with whom he had 
made the bargain, the other was a gentleman of 
good appearance, and the third ſeemed to be a 
handſome youth, to whom the other two paid 
the greateſt attention and reſpect ; the timid ap- 
prehenſions, extreme delicacy, and feminine tones 
of voice of whom, foon betrayed her to me as a 
female in diſguiſe To diſpel the diſagreeable 
melancholy of their nocturnal voyage, the gentle- 
men exerted their utmoſt endeavours to amuſe 
the lady, and the Duke, among other things, 
aſked her if ſhe had ſeen any of the new coin ? 
On ker anſwering in the negative, he defired my 
maſter to produce the piece he had received in 
the evening, which being done, and inſpected by 
the aſſiſtance of the lanthorn, the lady exprefling 
a deſire to keep it, my maſter acquieſced, and re- 
ceived an ample compenſation for its value, when 
I became a — waiſtcoat ag 

3 4 
Nac, niobate Cone” 


7 


fe 


33 AR GAL OR THE 


On our landing, we left my old maſter to enjoy 
the fruits of his expedition, while we, preceded 
by the boy with the lantborr, went into the road, 
where was a chariot and fix with four ſervants 
well armed, expecting our arrival; the nobleman 
took his leave, and the other gentleman (who 
proved to be her woman) taking her place by my 
miſtreſs, we ſet off at a great rate, and travelling 
all night, ſtopped at a town above ten leagues 
diſtance. Here my miſtreſs went to reft, bur 
roſe again about two o'clock in the afternoon 
with an intent to purſue her journey; when juſt 
as they were ſtepping into the carriage, a party of 
light horſe rode into the yard, and made them 
priſoners in the Prince's name. The officer, 
taking his ſeat between them, after expreſſing his 
concern, in the politeſt terms, at the diſa, r eable 
duty he was obliged to execute, gave orders to 
purſue the road they came; and my miitreſs, 
after a melancholy journey, was ſafely lodged in 
the priſon where ſtate priſoners were uſually 
confined. 


CHAP. 
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Continued.—The advantage of high Birth. 


; I T was this lady's peculiar misfortune to be 
allied to the royal family, who in the apprehen- 
fion of a jealous difpofition, had long waired for 
an opportunity to ſecure her perſon. At length 
ſhe became an inſtrument in the hands of a 
diſcontented cabal, and in the end furnithed the 
Prince with a ſatisfactory prefence to impriſon 
her for life. Some noblemen of the firſt con- 
ſequence, on his acceſſion to the throne, had 
been defirous of reſtricting him to the ſubſcrip- 
tion of certain articles, for the ſurer preſervation 
of their religion, liberty, and laws, which there , 
was reaſon to thiok would be endangered by 
the admiſſion of a foreign branch. When ke 
was eſtabliſhed in the government he did not 

forget this circumſtance, of which, vindictive, 
- ſuſpicious, and apprehenſive as he was, he ſhewed 
the quickeſt ſenſe, by every mark of contempt, 
to thoſe who had ſuggeſted the conditions it 
was intended he ſhould fign, that bis elevated 
ſtation enabled him to ſhew ; while alarmed by 
the frowns of the Sovereign, they nouriſhed a 
ſecret diſcontent ; this was much aggravated by 
the clandeſtine infinuations of a certain foreign 
count, the ſecret emiſſary of a neighbouring ſtate, 
who found ſome of the male-contents very ini- 
mical to the intereſts of his maſter, and by their 


great 
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great abilities bighly capable to embarrais and 
obſtruct him in his political intrigues. Having 
infinuated himſelf into their councils, he took 
every opportunity to inflame their reſentments, 
exaggerating the contempt with which they were 
treated, and the diſgraces they continually ex- 
perienced at court. When their imaginations 
being warmed, with the conſtant repetition of 
the flagrant injuſtice they daily ſuſtained, he 
ſuggeſted a ſcheme of revenge, as ridiculous in 
its conception, as it was difficult in the execu- 
tion. This was nothing leſs than to compaſs a 
revolution, and inveſt my miſtreſs with the 
government. She was indeed allied to the ſo- 
vereign by his father's fide, but as he claimed by 
his mother, there could be but little probability 
of ſucceſs, and indeed the whole plan was pre- 
poſterous and abſurd ; beſides, there was a con- 
dition annexed to her intended elevation, which 
created a difficulty that they were not aware of; 
being entirely ignorant, that ſhe had long enter- 
tained an ardent affection for a noble lord, (who 
was alſo diſtantly related to the royal family) by 


whom ſhe was equally beloved. When there- | 


fore the confpirators opened their propoſals to 
her under the expreſs ſtipulation, that ſhe ſhould 
previouſly enter into a compact, to receive a 
conſort from the ſovereign of the count, who had 
firſt conceived this extraordinary plot (and who 
by this means had procured a double advantage, 
firſt, by engaging them in a treaſon, which, if it 
miſcarried, muſt deftroy them, ſecondly, by ef- 
fectually ſerving his Prince if it ſucceeded) the 
at firſt abſolutely rejected it, But the charms of 


empire were not without their uſual influence in 


a fe- 


2 
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a female mind, and ſharp was the conteſt be- 
tween her ambition and her love. At length the 
latter excited a conſideration, whether it was not 
poſſiole to unite them, and comprehend her 
lover in the plan, which was to elevate her- 
ſelf; her hopes of ſucceſs being more ſanguine, 
by the circumſtance of his being deſcended in 
a direct line, from a family grafted on the royal 
ſtock. Enchanted with the idea of being the 
means of aggrandizing her lover, ſhe acquainted 
him at_their next interview of what was in agita- 
tion, but to her great diſappointment, he did 
not receive the news with that joy ſhe had ex- 

- So far from being elated with the 
proſpect of approaching grandeur, he ſet forth 
to her in the ſtrongeſt terms, the abſurdity of 
the plot, which was not attended with the leaſt 
probability of ſucceſs ; repreſenting to her the 
danger of the conſpiracy, and certain conſe- 
quences of almoſt a certain miſcarriage, in their 
attempts to overthrow the reigning Prince, But 
it was all in vain, dearly as the loved him, ſhe 
could not be perſuaded to forego the pleaſures 
of ambition, and the required his acquieſcence, 
as the moſt convizging proof of his love ſhe 
could receive. Mollified at length by her tears 
and intreaties, rather than convinced by argu- - 
ments ſhe had advanced in favour of the 
plot, he finally reminded her, of the pre- 

vious conditional contract ſhe was to 

into regarding her marriage, prior to any ſtep 
to be taken in her favaur, which would be 
entirely deſtructive of the conſummation of their 
loves. Startled as ſhe was at this (the conſe- 
quences of which ſhe bad in the heat of argu- 


ment 
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ment entirely forgot) ſhe preſently thought of an 
expedient, which at once rendered it impoſſible 
to comply with the requifition of the conſpira- 
tors, and defeated its validity if acceded to, at the 
fame time, that it ſeemed to be the moſt power- 
ful inducement to engage him to agree with what 
ſhe had propoſed, as their intereſts wou!d then 
be inſeparably united. This was an immediate 
private marriage, their union having been de- 
layed much againſt his inclination, in hope of 
obtaining the royal approbation in that behalf, 
but which he too well knew the policy and 
temper of his ſovereign, to think he ever thould 
obtain ; whilſt the, loath to forego the ſplendour 
with which her public wedding would be cele- 
brated, as a princeſs of the blood, had from 
time to time procraſtinated the completion of 
that deſirable event, —accordingly they were 
privately married the next day. 
© In the evening at their nocturnal aſſembly, 
held as uſual at her houſe, to the utter aſtoniſh- 
ment and concern of all preſent, ſhe acquainted 
them of the alliance ſhe had entered into, which 
ſhe antedated ſo as to appear precedent to any idea 
which had been formed of the, intended plot; 
ſhe then preſented her huſband as one ready to 
join in all they ſhould propoſe. Somewhar re- 
conciled to this unforeſeen accident, by the con- 
ſideration of the princely extraction of her ſpouſe, 
they entered into deep deliberation, what courſe 
they ſhould purſue. It was firſt reſolved that he 
ſhould jointly enjoy the ſovereignty with her, 
that troops ſhould be raiſed under pretence of 
ſuccouring allies, with permiſſion of the ſtate, by 
whom the * of the ſovereign ſhould be 
ſeized, 
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ſeized, the male-contents armed, and remon- 
ſtrances diſperſed throughout the realm, where 
their friends were to act at the ſame time in con- 
cert, at an appointed hour. This arrangement 
being unanimouſly agreed on, a difficulty occurred 
of a very ſerious nature, reſpecting the count 
who had firſt given light to the deſign. —My 
miſtreſs's marriage deſtroyed all hopes of any 
further communication on that fide, after much 
debate it was agreed, that he ſhould not be ac- 
quainted with it, till ſhe was inveſted with the 
government, which was not difficult to compaſs, 
as he was too artful to put it in the power of any 
one (in caſe of a diſcovery) to ſay that he was 
preſent at their councils. In the mean time, 
regardleſs of future conſequences, ſhe was to enter 
into the ſtipulated agreement with him reſpecting 
her eſpouſals, after ſhe was eſtablſhed: All 
things being ſertled, they ſwore allegiance to her, 
and every one repaired to his appointed ſtation, 
to ſow the ſeeds of ſeditious diſcontent, and pro- 
mote the common cauſe to the utmoſt of his 
power; while my miſtreſs and her huſband, lit- 
tle dreaming of the impending ſtorm, . were 
revelling in the enjoyment of unbounded love,. 
and in the intervals of connubial happineſs, anti- 
cipating the exalted felicity of future days. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Continued — The Viftims of Ambition. 


6 I T unfortunately happened that one of the 
conſpirators was abſent on that fatal night, who 
was acquainted by his brother of what had paſſed; 
bur he could not give him the neceffary precau- 
tion relating to the count's being to be kept in 
dark, as he had been obliged to leave the houſe 
before that ſubject had come upon the carpet. 
The abſentee accidentally meeting the count in 
a convenient place, told him the proceedings of 
the afſembly, as far as they came to his know- 
ledge. It was imopoflible to deſcribe the tran- 
ſports of rage with which he was ſeized, at ſeeing 
himſclf ſo near being the dupe ef his own in- 
trigue, but he had command enough of himſelf 
to conceal it from his informant. Profound 
politician as he was, if it had not been for an ac- 
cident, a plot, the creature of his own brain 
would have exhibited his maſter, as the object 
of an impoſition to which himſelf had given 


birth. It was not directly that he recovered 


from the effects of this unexpected ſtroke, but 
when he did, he vowed ample vengeance on 
them all; withthis view he went directly tothe ſove- 
reign, and diſcovered the -whole affair, ſo far as 
related to the plot, varniſhing over the ſhare he 
had in it, as a ſtep abſolutely neceſſary towards 

the 
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the developement of their defigns, in their fulleft 
extent, but ſuppreſſing the circumſtance of the 
marriage, for reaſons which will appear here- 
after. When he had received the intelligence 
of their proceedings from the abſentee, tho 
he preſerved a profound filence, he had not 
deen able entirely to ſuppreſs his emotion fo 
far, but that it was viſible he was diſguſted, The 
conſpirator therefore ſuſpicious of the blunder 
he bad made, went round to the ſeveral parties 
znd gave the alarm, when it was agreed they 
ſhould ſeparately make their eſcape, and remain 
beyond ſea, till they either had a fair opportunity 
to compaſs their deſigns in favour of my miſtreſs, 
or the danger was ſubſided, if there ſhould be 
no probability of ſucceſs. But in the count they 
had .to deal with one, who did not do things 
by halves; for at the ſame time that he gave in- 
formation of the plot, he prevailed to have 
warrants iſſued for the apprehenſion of them all, 
and fo diligent were thoſe intruſted with the exe- 
cution thereof, that they were all apprehended, 
and condemned to ſuffer death, except my 
miſtreſs, whom he deſcribed as a mere tool in the 
bulineſs ; the ſovereign therefore was induced, 
by the repreſentations of the count, (whoſe 
advice he now implicitly followed) out of reſpect 
to her conſanguinity to himſelf,, to inflict no 
other puniſhment on her, than an order to con- 
une hericlf for the preſent to her houſe, and the 
tragedy ended with the execution of the moſt 
dangerous of thoſe concerned; among whom an 
exception muſt be made in favour of my miſtreſs's 


huſband, whoſe name was not included in his. 
information. 


It 
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© It has already been related that he had been 
ſilent reſpecting the marriage which had taken 
place, nor did he with to do any thirg to exaſ- 


perate her. This conduct was the dictate of a 


moſt violent paſſion he had long conceived for 
her; and as he could not annul her marriage, he 
thought it would be the beſt way to ſucceed, if 
he could make a plea of foregoing the exertion 
of that power over him, which he had ſo effec- 
tually obtained. He therefore now took the 
opportunity of her huſband's abſence (who 
could only vifit her by ſtealth, till the com- 
motion on her account had ſubſided, leſt he 
mould be ſuſpected of being concerned therein) 
to infinuate himſelf into her favour, and en- 
deavoured by an artful recapitulation of the late 
events, to make her ſenſible of the power he 
had over their deſtiny ; he next attempted to 
intimidate her, by a diſplay of the very great 
danger ſhe had ſubjected herſelf to, when the 
fecret he was privy to ſhould: be revealed That 
as a princeſs of the royal family, ſhe had entered 
into matrimonial bonds, without the permiſſion 
of her ſovereign. Having thus excited her fears, 
he proceeded to engage her gratitude by aſſurance 
of ſilence and protection; and when he thought 
he had ſufficiently explained upon what terms it 
might be bought, he boldly avowed his love, 
and preſſed for the price of his future ſecrecy in 
what he knew, but it was all in vain; beſides 
that ſhe loved her huſband (in whom now all 
hopes of elevation were deſtroyed, her every 
with was centered) the infult offered to her 
offended digniry ittung her to the quick, and 
the contempt the treated him with, as was” 4 
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the perceived his drift, overturned every hope 
he had flattered himfelf with, of a ſuccefsful 
progreſs in his ungenerous amour, * Haſt thou, 
ſaid ſhe, © after deſtroying my brighteſt hopes 
hopes infpired by thyſelf for ſelfiſh views, haſt 
thou the audacity to think, that unmindful of 
the blood which flows within my veins, I could 
deſcend ſo very low, to buy thy filence at fo 
vile a price? hence, monſter as thou art, hence, 
and impeach me to the Prince, purſue me to the 
ſcaffold, and as my execution feeds thy dire re- 
venge, may'ſt thou be wrung with bittereſt re- 
morſe, to ſee that ſhe who did not dare to live 
on fuch bafe terms, and fave herſelf by ſtooping 


to a wretch like thee—yet dared to die. 0 


- © Awed by the grandeur of her mien, the 
noble energy with which ſhe ſpoke, and for a. 
moment abaſhed at the deſpicable light in which 
he felt himſelf appear, he immediately withdrew, 
muttering vindictive curſes on her huſband's 
head; recollecting himſelf from the confuſion 
into which he had been thrown by his humiliating 
defeat, he preſently concluded to make another 
effort, preparatory to which, he reſolved to ſe- 
parate her from her lord, but foreſeeing if he 
divulged the ſecret of their union, ſhe would 
alſo be confined beyond his reach, he limited 
his accuſation to the plot, of which he alledged 
he was the principal ſupport, and he was ac- 
cordingly impriſoned without delay. Having 
thus cleared the way by removing what he 
thought the chief obſtacle to his fuccels, he 
determined to ſtay ſome time before he made 
another attempt, in hopes that her grief at be- 
mg deprived of her huſband's * 
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humble her exalted mind, and make her more 
compliant to his wiſhes, to which he intended to 
add the apprehenſion of the fatal cataſtrophe, 
which it was alone in his power to avert. But 
all his projects were rendered abortive by an 
unexpected event. His victim was the while 
contriving the means of his eſcape. Having 
teigned himſelf ill of a fever, and gained the 
phyſician to favour the impoſition, a pretended 
delirium ſucceeded, which occaſioned a relaxation 
of duty in thoſe who had him in their care; 
when one night putting his ſervant (who was a 
mutilated grenadier) into his bed, and dreſſing 
himfelf in his clothes, with the patch he wore 
over his eye, and every other requiſite to favour 
the deception, he paſſed the guards, and get- 
ting to the moſt unfrequented part of the ditch, 
which happened to be dry, he eſcaped and made 
the beſt of his way to my miſtreſs's houſe. He 
had got within a few yards of the private door, 
when by the light of the lamp, he obſerved a 
man muffled up in a cloak, (whom he thought 
to be the count) to come out of the houſe, and 
depart with the utmoſt precipitation. On this 
he was filled with ſuſpicions of the moſt torment- 
ing nature to bimſelf, and injurious to the 
honour of his wife. Jealouſy inſtantaneouſly 
repreſented to him, that it was he who had firit 
ſuggeſted, and then betrayed the confederacy, 
had procured the warrants for their apprehenſion, 
in which her highneſs had not been included, 
and laſtly, had been the author of bis own im- 
priſonment, by which he was ſeparated from 
her arms. He was irreſolute what courſe to 
take, whether to purſue the violatorof his honour, 

or 
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or to enter the houſe by a key, with which he 
had been furniſhed ever ſince their marriage, and 
take vengeance on my miſtreſs's perfidy. At 
firſt he was inclined to the former, but ſud- 
denly recollecting his own ſituation as a ſtate pri- 
ſoner, and finding the count, during his deliber- 
ation, had got beyond his reach, he reſolved on 
the latter, and mad with rage, ruſhed up ſtairs, 
where he was preſented with a fight which in- 
ſtantly diſarmed him of his wrath, and called 
up all his tenderneſs and love. This was my 
miſtreſs on the carpet, her hair diſhevelled, her 
handkerchief torn, her robes half off, her coun- 
tenance bedewed with tears, and her whole 
ſtained with blood. 

© The houſe in which my miſtreſs lived was 
of great extent, behind it was a garden, at the 
bottom of which was a room originally deftined 
for billiards by the former owner, but that be 
might not be incommoded, by ſuch of his friends 
who came to play, paſſing through the dwelling 
or garden, a door was made to communicate 
with a court behind the houſe. This room was 
entirely neglected by the next tenant, who ac- 
cupied the premiſes before my miſtreſs, and it 
had been ſhut up for ſeveral years, after being 
converted into a repoſitory for old uſeleſs lumber 
and worn-out furniture. At the commence- 
ment of the plot, it was thought of as a proper 
place to hold their treaſonable afſemblies in ; 
and my miſtreſs, after trying a large bunch of 
old keys, at laſt found thoſe which belonged to 
the door into the garden, and that which opened 
to the court: by the latter a numder were made 
for the uſe of the aſſociation, amongſt the reſt 
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the count (though he had never made uſe of it till 
the circumſtances of the conſpiracy had encour- 
aged him to preſs his ſuit to my miſtreſs) had 
been preſented with one, from the firſt agitation 
of the ſcheme. When her huſband conceived 
hopes of his efcape, he ſent her private intelli- 
gence thereof by means of his phyſician who 
was devoted to his intereſt, directing her to ex- 
pect him every night till he arrived, as ſoon as 
it was dark, in the room where their conſul- 
tations uſed to be held. The very night he ar- 
rived, the count had pitched. upon for his laſt 
attempt. Having let himſelf in, he was pro- 
ceeding to the garden to enter the houſe, when 
to his equal ſurpriſe and ſatis faction he found 
my miſtreſs reading in the room. Encouraged 
by the certain abſence of her huſband, the diſ- 
tance of the place from the houſe, the impoſ- 
fibility of her alarming her ſervants, irritated by 
her late contemptuous repulſe, and inflamed by 
his ungovernable pafkon, after a ſhort and un- 
ſucceisful parley, he refolved not to loſe an op- 
portunity which he might never have again. 
Seizing her with the utmoſt violence he threw 
her on the floor, when in the ſtruggle to effect 
his purpoſe, a ſhort hanger that he wore (and 
in the heat of his purſuit he had neglected to take 
off) being tilted up, was drawn by the weight of 
the filver hilt from the ſcabbard, and falling with 
the pommel to the ground, he caſt himſelf up- 
on the point, the blade pierced through his 
ſide, and my miſtreſs was in an inſtant covered 
with the effuſion of blood that ſpouted from the 
wound. 


% 


« Appalled 
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'* Appalled at the horrors of approachm 
death, and ſmarting with the anguiſh he fi 
tained, the count aroſe, bound up his fide as 
well as he could, and wrapping his cloak about 
him, immediately made off by the way he came, 


juſt as my miſtrets's huſband arrived as above | 


related, and before ſhe had recovered from a 
fit, into which the perturbation ſhe had under- 
gone had thrown her ; recovering from which, 
the was near relapſing, on finding herſelf in the 
arms of a ſtranger of mean appearance as ſhe 
thought: but when her huſband's voice had 
corrected the miſtake occaſioned by his diſguiſe, 
her terror was preſently forgotten m the exceſs 
of her ſucceeding joy. She ſoon recovered ſuffi- 
ciently to give him an account of all that had 
paſſed, and though his firſt ſenſations were to 
take ſignal vengeance on the execrable count, 
when my miſtrels reminded him of the perilous 
predicament in which they ſtood, he as a ſtate 
priſoner, and herſelf as ſtill ſubject to the jea- 
lous apprehenſions of her kinſman and her prince, 
all vindictive meaſures for the preſent were 
ſuperſeded, in the conſideration of the immediate 
danger of their preſent ſtate, and what were the 
moſt eligible ſteps they could purſue. They 
agreed that there was no ſafety for them where 
they were; my miſtreſs therefore flipping into 
the houſe, and putting her jewels and money 
in her pocket, returned with her confidential 
ſervant to her huſband, and they all three on the 
inſtant proceeded to the houſe of the Duke, 
before mentioned, who was his near relation. 
By great good luck he was at home and alone ; 
on hearing what had happened, he offered * 


— ——— — oo oc — 
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aſſiſtance to eſcape, aſſuring them they had no 
time to loſe, laid before them the neceſſity of an 
immediate ſeparation, ſent off his couſin (after 
he and my miſtreſs had agreed on a place where 
they ſhould meet) procured a carriage and ſer- 
vants, and unwilling to truſt even his own 
domeſtics, hired a boat himſelf for the conveyance 


of her highneſs and her maid, whom he equip- 


in man's apparel, accompanying them till the 
ſaw them ſafe on their journey; when by he 
aſſiduous villainy of the exaſperated count (who 
having no longer meaſures to keep, had diſ- 
cloſed her marriage to the ſovereign) they were 


' apprehended and impriſoned as before deſcribed. 
In this fituation my miſtreſs, after a long con- 


finement, ſhortly after I came into her poſſeſſion, 
died broken with grief, the victim of ſtate in- 


trigue and diſappointed love. 


; CH AP. 
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EAR. 


* 


Argal relapſes into an _-_ Station, and gradu- 
ally aſcends again. Female Vanity triumphant 


over Virtue. | 


SOON after the death of my miſtreſs I was 
appropriated by her laundreſs, who I found 
inhabited a ſmall houſe of a tolerable decent ap- 
in the ſuburbs of the town. On our 
arrival we were let in by the daughter, a beau- 
tiful damfel about eighteen years of age, of whom 
her mother enquired if the gentleman was at 
home, No, replied the other, He went ac- 
cording to cuſtom, as ſoon as it was dark, to take 
his walk, and I don't ſuppoſe we ſhall ſee him 
tilt bed-rime.'— It is very ſtrange,” ſays the mo- 
ther, who can he be? he calls himſelf Saunders, 
but you know his linen, which is remarkable 
fine, is marked with a G. By his never ſtirring 
out till night I imagined he was abfconding for 
debt, till laſt night, when I faw him ſpeak to the 
bailiffs in behalf of our poor neighbour, when 
they were making the ſeizure of his effects for 
rent; beſides I ſaw him flip ſomething into his 
hand, fo it can't be debt for which he keeps ſo 
cloſe. Pray has he made love to you yet, for he 
looks as if he could devour you, and you, huſſev, 
look as if you would not be ſorry if he did? «No 
mother, indeed,” replied the daughter, with tears 
Randing in her * has never ſaid a word 


to 
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to me of that ſort yet. Oh! what, then you 
expect he will ſoon, if he has not yet, and you 
ſeem ready to cry at your diſappointment ; per- 
haps he expects you to. ſpeak firſt, which like a 
minx as you are, it is not unlikely but 
you may; but I ſee through all your pretended 
modeſty, with your downcaſt looks, and your 
artful bluſhes when he fixes his hawk's eyes upon 
your baby face. I warrant you there's rare do- 
ings when I'm out, between you both.” 
During this harangue, which continued in 
the ſame ſtyle a conſiderable time, ſhe made oc- - 
caſional application to a bottle depofited in a cup- 
board at her elbow, at length the warmth of her 
repeated ſups unlocking the ſprings of real en- 
vious ſecret diſcontent, with heightened colour 
and exalted voice ſhe continued, and there,” 
ſays ſhe, that old villain your grandfather to 
give you all, and take no more notice of me than 
if I was a dog : what if I did marry the corporal, 
2 cleverer fellow never trod in neat's leather, 
and all his fault was imitating his betters, nothing 
but drinking and gaming, and if he ſpent all I bad 
he was welcome to it, it was my own, was not 
it? Why don't you anſwer, you wretch ! was it 


not my own, tell me that? —She was now fo 


exaſperated by the immoveable filence of her 
— (who liſtened to all ſhe faid with the 
moſt provoking indifference) that ſhe foamed 
with paſſion, when rifing from her feat and 
clenching her fiſt, —* Then” the cried, I ou 


- muſt take advice, and put yourſelf into om 


cery out of my fight, you undutiful devil, 
of my fight or Pll fell you to. Here a — | 
wrap at the door in an FT the 

ſcene 
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ſcene, the old woman ſunk — into her 
ſeat again, while the young one was ſcized with 
fuch a univerſal tremour, * ſhe could ſcarce 
fit upright, on hearing a perſon haſtily paſs 
through the paſſage and aſcend the — The 
mother now leading her head back in her chair, 
and throwing her apron over her face, pre- 
, ſently fell faſt aſleep, the other drawing a book 
from her pocket, began to read with great at- 
tention, which in about half an hour, on her mo- 
ther's giving ſigns of finiſhing her nap, the 
carefully concealed again, who now waking, re- 
newing the conference in milder terms, — Sophy, 
ſays the, in a whining tone, You know I really 
love you, but when I think how my firſt huſband's 
father uſed me, it overcomes my ſpirits and 
makes me mad; I am ſorry, my dear, if I have ſaĩd 
any tbing to terrify you,'”—She then kiſſed, and 
foothed her, ſobbing as if ſhe underwent the 
moſt exquiſite diſtreſs. Sophy, however, inſen- 
fidle as the had appeared to her mother's violent 
behaviour, was by no means fo to her endear- 
ments; ſhe wept bitterly, returned her careſſes, 
and begged her to'reſtrain her tears, reminding 
her that in three years ſhe ſhould be of age, 
when it would be as much in her power as it was 
in her will. to be her friend. They were now 
pretty well compoſed, when the mother reſumed 
the ſubject of their lodger above, who had juſt- 
come in,—* Depend upon it, fays ſhe, © he is a 
gentleman, and if you mind your cards, who 
knows what may happen, he certainly is fond of 
you, and whatever his preſent intentions are, it 
depends on you to make an honourable agrees 
ment, or at once put a period * hopes. 
; D 2 . 
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Such was the inconſiſtent behaviour of this wo- 
man, whoſe vulgarity in the former part of the 
dialogue put her on a level with the loweſt of her 
ſex, and ſhe afterwards ſeemed anxious for the 
preſervation of her daughter's honour, a laudable 
propenſity that ſhe expreſſed in terms of pro- 
priety, which beſpoke her of another claſs. 


© My miſtreſs was the daughter of an inn- 
in a large country town, where her firſt 
was quartered ; he was then a lieutenant 
univerſally eſteemed for his honour, humanity 
and courage; he was remarkably handſome, and 
well .cndowed with all thoſe accompliſhments 
which make ſuch havock in a female heart. Gay, 
and vamindful of the confeqences, he yielded to 
the impreffions made on him, by the then bloom- 
ing charms of his landlord's daughter, and de- 
termined (if he could ſucceed, without deviating 
from a downright breach of that honour to which 
he had hitherto adhered) to obtain the Fair 
Maid of the Caſtle, as ſhe was then called, to 
gain her affections, and to carry off the prize; 
to which the pride he took in ſucceeding with a 
girl, where ſo many of his preceding competitors 
bad failed, might poſſibly as much conduce, as 
the pleaſure the conqueſt might afford, The firſt 
week after he bad adopted this juvenile deſign, 
he confined himſelf to reconnoitring the diſpo- 
ſition of the enemy, and like a prudent 15 
determined not to run the hazard of a miſcarriage 
by a too precipitate attack. In the courſe of his 
obſervation, he had reafon to think ſhe had 
withſtood every overture to which a handfome 


c 
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frequented road; this was corroborated by the 
confeſſion of all his brother officers, who had 
each in his turn beſieged her with the uſual ar- 
tillery of flattery, promiſes, and preſents ; ſome 
of whom, tho” gentlemen of high rank, and ffri# 
honour, had not hefitated to promiſe her marri- 
e, which none intended to perform, and ſome 
them could not, being ied men themſelves. 
The lieutenant however, never had any thing of 
this to anſwer for, be was in fact what the others 
were only in pretence, who vexed to ſee him pre- 
ſerve ſuch a character, ſo fingularly good, were 
' eager to embark him in an intrigue which they 
did. not doubt would involve him in the ſame 
circumſtances with themſelves; they having be- 
come the ridicule of the object of their gallantry, 
and all her companions, to whom her vanity in- 
duced her to boaſt of every conqueſt ſhe had 
made; while her virtue enjoyed the triumph of 
recounting the ardour of her levers, and her 
own immaculate conduct, in their numerous 
defeats. 


Tho! the lieutenant was by far the handſomeſt, 
and on account of the many other amiable qua- 
lifications he poſſeſſed, the moſt calculated to 
tucceed, he was not fo conceited, as to truſt the 
ſuperiority he had by theſe advantages alone. 
His firſt effort was to diſcover the real motive of 
her conduct, which both her air and other well 
known ſymptoms, forbid him to aſcribe to in- 
ſenſibility ; an accident ſoon furniſhed him with 
an opportunity, to find that vanity was the ruling 
paſſion in her heart. Having ſtaid at home one 
feld day, on account of a hurt in his foot, he had 

come 
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come down unperceived inte the parlour, gene- 
rally occupied by his meſs, which had been 
originally_part of the room where the family 
uſually fl, but as it was thought too large, and 
they being in want of another, it was divided 
into two by a thin partition; he had not ſat 
long before he heard the voices of the young 
lady and another perſon, which he preſently 
knew to be that of the fat houſe-keeper to a 
certain booby country ſquire. In the courſe of 
their converſation he gathered, that the former 


had entered into an agreement with the latter, 


on her aſſiſting in the accompliſhing of a mar- 
riage between herſelf and her maſter, to pay 
her a certain ſum within a ſtipulated time. At 
this gentleman's houſe he had often viſited, 
and had occafioned a violent commotion in the 
boſom of his maiden ſiſter, a diſcreet virgin of 
thirty years of age, who ſpoke of him as the 
handſome lieutenant, and was indeed enamoured 
of him to the greateſt degree. He now liſtened 
with the utmoſt attention, when he learned 
that the ſquire tho' deeply ſmitten, was too ap- 
prehenſive of the affiduities of the officers 
quartered at the houſe, to make any honour- 
able propoſals as yet, till they were gone; when 
if no conſequences enſued, there were hopes it 
might ſtill be brought about, and that he was 
more particularly jealous of himſelf. But, 
ſays the houſekeeper, « Pl] tell you a good joke: 
Our young lady is dying for love of him, 


and told my maſter plainly Yother day, that if 


he would not undertake it; ſhe would find other 
means to make her affections for him known, 
and as ſhe has been particularly civil to me ever 

fince 
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fince, I ſuppoſe I ſhall ſoon be employed on 
that account; to be ſure he is a charming fel- 
low, how handſome, then ſo genteel en- 
aging, all the girls are agog, ſhe'll never get 
him, tho' there's no ſaying what money may 
do,—Why, my dear, what's the matter? you 
don't look well.” ; 


© There was a two-fold reaſon for the al- 
teration in my miſtreſs's countenance, which oc- 
caſioned the obſervation of her companion. The 
cool, tho” polite behaviour of the lieutenant, had 
in fact ſtung her to the heart; he had been 
aware, that to offer incenſe at a fhrine where it 
was not only laviſhed, but expected as a matter 
of courſe, was not the w to ſucceed in any 
petition he might make to this idol of the ſcarlet 
clath ; but if he could once ſtartle her by in- 
difference and neglect, it was impotiible. to ſay 
what might 32 the-gvent; he knew allo that the 
value of an acquiſition, was often enhanced by 
the difficulty of attainment; and he was not ſo 
very blind, and deſtitute of ſelf-eſtimation, as to 
be ignorant that he was generally regarded by 
the ir fex with a favourable eye. On this plan 
he conducted himſelf, and was fo far from pay- 
ing her any compliments, or taking any of thoſe 
liberties, — aſſumed by his boiſterous aſ- 
ſociates, that he did not even aſſent to the ful- 
ſome adulation ſhe often received before his face, 
treating her with a degree of reſpect, into which 
he threw a tenderneſs, whenever he had occaſion 
to addreſs her, at once defying the power of her 
charms, piquing her pride, undermining her diſ- 
dain, alarming her 3 and 9 


. 
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in perplexity and doubt; a mode of proceedi; 
which was the more dangerous, as it ſo well _ 
cealed the end at which it was aimed. But 
there was another cauſe for her manifeſt diſorder, 
which co-operating with the firſt, in fpite of all 
her art to ſup it, betrayed the inward ſen- 
ſat ions of her heart. She hated, and was hated 
by the ſiſter of the ſquire, with all that invete- 
racy which female rivalſhip could inſpire z ſhe 
being the moſt deſirable, as the other was the 
moſt wealthy woman in the town ; and the latter 
had not as yet forgot, that the had once laſt a 
lover on whom ſhe doated, by the intervention 
of my miſtreſs whom he intended to have mar- 
ried, but died before the wedding day.” 


© To the ſquire's houſekeeper ſhe pretended 

2 ſudden pain in her temple, which ſhe bathed 
with Hungary water, and ſoon after her viſitor: 
depanted.. On her being left alone, he fat ſow 
minutes with her eyes fixed upon the fire, quite 
loſt in thought; at laſt Marry that wretch,” 
ſhe exclaimed, and never ſay one civil thing 
to me; love him indeed, fo ſhe well may, who 
can help it! he is made for love: No, no, in- 
deed, Miſs Deborah, he is not defigned for you, 
and that old fool to think that he is to be bought, 
but if he is, Fll be included in the bargain ;. the 
devil is in the fellow, ſure he is made of diffe- 
rent materials from his fooliſh brethren, ſkip- 
ping about, chattering and grinning at one all 
day long, with their edious ſurfeiting common 
place rubbiſh, and then to have him picked up 
at laſt by that ugly, ill conditioned, pig's faced 
thing, Debby Kitefoot. Let what will be the 
conſequence 
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conſequence PII ſpoil her ſport, ere I'll be in- 
ſulted every time I ſtir out with the ſight of her 
hanging on his arm, even if I'm obliged to re- 
ceive him within my own. She then ſtept up 
to the glaſs and being perfectly fatisfied with 
the information ſhe received, and the reflections 
of that faithful friend, putting on a new cap, 
ſhe waited his arrival, fully determined to begin 
her operations the moment he appeared. In the 
mean time the lieutenant, who had not loſt a 
fingle word, ſlipped out at the back door, and 
going round the houſe, came in at the front. 
Unwilling to give her reſolutions in his favour 
time to cool, he contrived to have a tete-à - tete 
with her, in which ſhe rallied him moſt unmer- 
cifully on the report of his intended marriage 
with her inveterate enemy. He was too great an 
adept, after what he had heard her exprets, not 

to improve the advantage he bad gained, fo that 

after a very few interviews the agreed to ſurren- 
der, on his giving her ſufficient ſecurity to reject 

her rival. | 


© Toacrelerate the conſummation of his wiſkes, 
it happened that the ſquire, apprehenfive his 
fiſter ſhould expoſe herſelf, undertook to make 
propoſals in her behalf, this he did at the very 
critical juncture when the lovers were deliberat- 
ing how to ſatisfy my miſtreſs's ſcruples, arifing 
trom a poſſibility that he might ſtill marry her 
i rival after ſhe had given him the deareſt proof 
of her now unbounded love. He therefore 
wrote 2 polite, but ſtrong and unequivocal re- 
jection of the ſquire's overture, which he in- 
truſted to her care to deliver, a circumſtance 
D3 whica 
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which highly gratified her ſpirit for humiliating 
the object of her hate. The articles of capitu- 

lation being thus ſigned, the garriſon was given 
up, and the conqueror marched in with all the 
honours of war; while the fair maid of the caſ- 
tle, who had for three years and upwards, with- 
ſtood the repeated attacks of innumerable offers, 
fond of liberty, impenetrable to the charms of 
wealth or love, fell the facrifice of a vanity, 
which was not proof againſt neglect, and the 
triumphant pleaſures of mortifying the object of 
her ſcorn, 
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Continued—The conſequences of Precipitation. A 
certain preventative againſ the intruſion of a 
Huſband, applied with equal ſari fa ddion to himſelf, 
and ſecurity to the Gallant. 


SHORTLY after the final determination of 
this event, the lieutenant was removed to a ſta- 
tion about fifty leagues from the ſcene of the 
laſt recited tranſaction. In another month my 
miſtreſs felt the effects of her amour, and in 
half that time, by the indefatigable vindictive aſ- 
ſiduity of Miſs Deborah Kitefoot, it became the 
common topic of all the tea tables in town, who 
deſcanted on it with a degree of malignity pro- 


portioned to the univerſal admiration- ſhe had * 


long inſpired ; the triumph at her misfortune 
being greatly heightened by a circumſtance in 
itſelf ſufficient to feed the malice of her female 
friends. This was the bankruptcy of her fa- 
ther, who had till then been eſteemed a man 
of large undoubted property. 


© Impoveriſhed in her fortune, deſpiſed on the 
very ſpot where ſhe had ſo long been envied, 
and treated with a reſpect beyond her ſphere in 
life, in a fit of deſpair the packed up her clothes 
one 
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one morning early, and walking five miles to 
the next town, procured a place in a carriage, 
which went through that where her lover was 
on duty, to whom ſhe repreſented what had 
paſſed, ſetting forth the miſerable ſtate to which 
the was reduced, in ſuch perſuaſive terms, that 
overcome by the powerful effects of beauty, united 
with diſtrets, he ſuffered the keeneſt anxiety of 
felf-reproach, and fuch was the impartial juſtice 
of his ſharp remorfe, that it was not at all ak 
leviated by the conſideration how much ſhe had 
been wanting to herſelf in the whole courſe of 
their intrigue, and that he was as little, or per- 
haps not at all indebted to her partiality to him, 
when compared to the acknowledged influence 
of her diſappointed pride. According to the 
rules of modern proftigacy, he ſhould have re- 
newed his intercourſe with her, till ſatiated and 
tired with reiterated enjoyment, he ſhould through 
the never failing channel of a friend, have con- 
ſigned her to proſtitution, infamy, and want. 


© But unfortunately for his reputation in the 
annals of debauch, he inherited ſome qualities, 
which, to a man of gallantry, are not only ſu- 
perfluous, but an incumbrance, and obſtructꝭve 
to his flagitious fame ; theſe were gratitude, ho- 
nour, and humanity, ſwayed by whoſe dictates, 
he was weak enough to imagine that he was un- 
der the higheſt obligation to her for favours that 
had been the means of her diſgrace ; that he was 
bound to be her protector while ſhe lived, and 
that her preſent fituation required the utmoſt 
effort of his alleviating love. With theſe ſen- 
ſations he placed her in a comfortable ſituation 
- . 5 during 


* 
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during his abſence on an expedition, which 
proved as unfortunate as it was ill concerted, 
whence he returned with the rank of major, 
but wounded fo dangerouſly, that it was the 
unanimous opinion of the faculty he could not 
ſurvive the conſequence long, though he might 
poſſibly linger ſeveral weeks before he died. Im- 
pelled by the ſame maxims by which be had 
always regulated his unblemiſhed conduct, and 
re flecting that when he died my miſtreſs would be 
left deftitute, well aſſured that his father would 
never confent to his refolution in her favour 
(as he prided himſelf on being diſtantly allied to 
a peerage, which had long been dormant, and 
was not without hopes by means of an honour- 
able marriage between his ſon and a female of 
the houſe, to revive it in his own family,) to 
inſure the penſion after his deceaſe, he married 
her forthwith, when, contrary to the phyſical 
ſentence paſſed upon him, the excellence of his 
conſtitution, (having never been impaired 
exceſſes ſo frequently given into by the gentlemen 
of the cloth) he recovered, and his health was 
perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, though he was from the 
moment of bis marriage an alien to his father's 
heart, who would never ſee, ſpeak, or hear of 


him again. 


© The conduct of his wife but ill repayed the 
affection of his own ; haughty, extravagant and 
vain, ſhe added one to the many hundred proofs, 
that the man who marries his miſtreſs, ſeldom 
fails to make himſelf a ſcourge; and there are 
very few exceptions where ſhe does not take ſe- 
vere revenge for all the humiliations ſhe has un- 
| dergone 
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dergone as ſuch, when elevated to the honours 
of a wife. The preſent inſtance was not one of 
them. She grew turbulent, diſſatisfied, and jea- 
lous when he was at home, and when abroad 
with the regiment ſhe contracted debts, which on 
his return he was very ill qualified, though obliged 
to pay. At length, diſcarded by his parents, for- 
ſaken by his friends, and unhappy with his wife, 
he ſought a deſperate command, where he found 
the end of all his troubles, and fell covered with 
wounds and honour in a foreign field, leaving 
my miſtreſs a widow of five and twenty, and his 
daughter fix months old. 


© No ſooner was he dead, than many of thoſe, 
who had avoided him on account of his embar- 
raſſed fituation when alive, began to pity him, la- 
menting the circumſtances of his death, and as 
he was no longer in a condition to aſk for their 
aſſiſtance, they found out that he was poſſeſſed of 
virtues they had never ſeen before. To thoſe 
my miſtreſs applied, and as long as ſhe confined 
her ſolicitations to the exertions of their good 
offices with her father-in-law, they complied. — 
But all their efforts were in vain, he looked on 
her as the cauſe of his ſon's misfortunes and un- 
happy death, and reprobated her with the moſt 
bitter execrations, ſwearing he would never ſee 
or relieve her, or the offspring of their mar- 
riage, though periſhing for want. But when 
the ſuſceptibility of age had mollified his heart, 
he ſo far relaxcd, that at the interceſſion of the 
deareſt friend of his departed ſon, he conſented 
to ſee his grand daughter, when he was ſo far 
engaged by her innocence, beauty, and reſem- 
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blance of his ſon, that he took her home, keep- 
ing her with him for the ſhort remainder of his 
life, making a will in her favour, by which he 
left her every ſhilling he was worth, but with ſuch 
reſtriftions to the prejudice of her mother, that 
every artifice of law was practiſed, to debar her 
from the ſmalleſt benefit thereof, and prevent 
the daughter's giving her the leaſt relief. 


© If the reſentment of the old gentleman was 
kindled againſt her, by her ill behaviour in the 
lifetime of her huſband, it had not been at all 
mitigated by her ſubſequent proceedings. Her 
firſt ſtep was to forfeit her penſion by a m 
with a handſome ſtrippling who had been a cor- 
poral in her huſband's corps, he had been diſ- 
charged on account of ſome diſgraceful action, 
for which he bad narrowly eſcaped a halter; 
but having the good fortune to be brother to 
the colonel's miſtreſs, the affair had, at his in- 
terceſſion, been compromiſed, and he was only 
broke with ignominy. With this fellow it was 
ſtrongly ſuſpectẽd the had a criminal connection 
before her huſband's death, and his inducement 
to marry her was her ſhare of her father's pro- 
perty on his death, amounting to a few hundreds ; 
his affairs having been made up after his failure, 
which appeared to have been more the conſe- 
quence of indolence and ſpeculation in agricul- 
ture, than any deficiency in his accounts. 


While the money laſted which was not long, 
they went on with tolerable comfort to them- 
felves, but this being exhauſted, the uſual conſe- 
quence enſued. My miſtreſs one day reflecting 

with 


| 
| 
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with horror on approaching want, and what 
courſe they ſhould purſue, to turn this evil from 
the door, happened to fit oppofite a glaſs, (on 
what ſmall accidents do our greateft undertakings 
depend !) ſhe ſaw herſelf, and that view convinced 
her ſhe ſtill had one reſource. She was ſuffici- 
ently acquainted with the diſpoſition of her huſ-, 
band, to know he would conſent to any thing 
which ſupported him in idieneis and drink. By 
degrees, after a moſt pathetic repreſentation of 
their indigent condition, ſhe hinted to him, that 
ſhe was willing to undergo any thing for his 
fake, entered into a nice diſcrimination between 
the proſtitution of the perſon, and the mind, and 
finding he till liſtened without ſhewing any ſig- 
of diſgu ſt, ſhe at length plainly propoſed 
= he ſhould give her opportunity to purſue a 
plan ſhe had formed for retrieving their affairs. 
She then proceeded to acquaint him that ſhe had 
long attracted the notice of a certain peer, well 
known in the annals of licentious fame, who 
ſeemed to be fo deeply enamoured of her charms 
that he would ſpare no expence to accompliſh his 
defires. To this he had no objection, and after 
ſome debate it was agreed, that ſhe ſhould give 
him ſufficient enconragement to make an aſſigna- 
tion, when he and his witneſſes being properly 
diſpoſed, the common expedient of a proſecu- 
tion, or an ample compenſation for huſh money, 
(the gallant being a married man) with a com- 
miſſion for the huſband, was to terminate the 
amour, and deliver them from further difficul- 
ties; but the event proved very different from 
what they expected from this well concerted 
ſcheme. 
6 His 
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His lordſhip being admitted as a vifitor by 
the lady two or three times, (when the always 
contrived on various pretences to, poſtpone the 
conſummation of his deſires) it unfortunately hap- 
pened, that it entered into the head of une of the 
intended witnefles, that he ſhould get more by 
revealing the buſineſs to the peer, than the trifl- 
ing gratuity (offered by the huſband) as an evi- 
dence, on which he immediately diſcloſed the 
whole, and received a handſome preſent for his 
pains ; and finding the other witneſs, by his ac- 
count, was a fellow of the ſame ſtamp, the peer 
ſent for him, and made him a preſent to the 
fame amount, alſo promifing them as much more 
if they would follow his inſtructions on the day 
appointed, and to pay all expences in the exe- 
cution of his counterplot. He then directed them 
to get their employer to 2 public houſe, two hours 
before the time of action, and under pretence 
of dvinbin- £205 tõ the underiaking, to make 
him drunk; but leſt this ſhould fail, or they 
ſhould play him booty, he aſſociated his own ſer- 
vant with them, who was to come in as a ſtranger 
very much in liquor, and treat the whole com- 
pany till they were all in the ſame condition. 


© Every thing being prepared, his lordſhip 
went at the appointed hour, and to the utter 
aſtoniſhment (though no great diſpleaſure) of 
my miſtreſs, reaped without any interruption 
the fruits of his ingenuity. In vain was the con- 
certed fignal made, no huſband and witnefles ap- 
peared ; when it was not till an hour after his 
lordſhip's departure, that he was brought home, 
— ſpeaking, dead drunk; and this adven- 
ture 
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ture had a more tragical concluſion than any of 
the parties had foreſeen; for the corporal find- 
ing he was drinking at free coſt, preſently drown- 
ed all recollection of paſt, preſent, or to come, 
pouring down liquid fire, in ſuch capacious 
draughts of raw ſpirits, that he was carried to 

. his bed in the condition above mentioned, from 
which he never roſe again. 


_— 
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CH AP. XI 


The intoxication of Vanity, fo deſtruftive to the © 


Heart, ſucceeded by one as deſiruftive to. the 
Head. He changes his ſervice. \ 


Tu RE remainder of her hiſtory will be com- 
priſed in very few words. Freed from the re- 
1triftions of her departed ſot, ſhe entered into 
the profeſſion to which ſhe was obligated for ber 
liberty, and placing all ſhe had done to the account 
of the deceaſed, for ſome time drew a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence from his lordſhip's bounty. 
On his death ſhe levied contributions on the 
ing a new face, with very good ſuc- 


ceſs, when the chapter of accidents began to fail 


her, and ſome ill fortune incident to the pro- 
feſſion ſhe had taken up, overwhelmed her with 
poverty and diſtreſs, until ſhe accidentally one 
night ſolicited the company of an elderly gen- 
tleman, who, after ſhaking her off, uttered an 
exclamation of ſorrow and ſurpriſe, when ſhe 


directly knew him for the ancient friend of her 


huſband, who had been the means of introduc- 
ing her daughter to his father's care, and had 
been for ſeveral years abroad. Having made up 
a plauſible ſtory to excite his compaſſion, he 
gave her ſomething to ſupply her preſent wants, 
and ordered her to ſee him the next day. The 
intermediate time ſhe employed in conſidering 
what advantage ſhe could make of this fortunate 
event. 


wo. 
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event. She then recollected that her daughter 
(about whom ſhe had given herſelf no concern, 
and who had continued at the ſchool where ſhe 
had been placed by her grand-father under the 
care of his executor and truſtee) had an indepen- 
dant fortune. The next day ſhe waited on the 


old gentleman, from whom ſhe received a hand- 


fome preſent, and who, after much good advice, 
(of which he might have ſpared himſelf the trou- 
ble) promiſed to intereſt himſelf in her future 
welfare, and accordingly ſettled her in the 
ſituation of a laundreſs at court, an. office ſhe ex- 


| bulent, and weak, inſtead of enjoying with 


decency the comforts ſhe had obtained, and the 
profits the made of her firſt floor, with which 
the might have appeared in a line: of life- 

mediocrity, no ſooner was ſhe ſettled, than ſhe 
began to reſume the conſiderat ion by what means 
ſhe could make an — her daughter's 
fortune, for which ſhe conſulted a 


pettifogger ag whom is the had got acquainted 
| We", hu ſband's death. 


© Between them they gave the traſtee ſo much 
trouble, that to be rid of them he thvew Sophia 
into Chancery, when her property being ſecured, 
the dianſhip of ber perſon was adjudged, 
till further orders to her mother, who, diſap- 
pointed in her pecuniary views, ſought for com- 
fort in thoſe obliteratin gun which had 
proved ſo fatal to her ſe; the temporary 
frenzy of which always operated on the — 


wy 
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and accompliſhed girl whom ſhe abuſed with the 
utmoſt malignity, till the ſtrength of her lungs 
being ex hauſted, and the vehemence ſupported by 
the ſpirit of her potations evaporating together, 
ſhe generally funk into a degree of fawning 
ſervility, as abje& as her drunken fit had been 
arrogant and malign; fuggeſted by the con- 
fideration that it was not her intereſt to exaſpe- 


rate her daughter, who might have it in her 


power to deliver her from the conſequences of 
her extravagance when ſhe came of age; a ſpe- 
cimen-of which contraſted behaviour ſhe had given 
(as related) in the very ſhort time I had been in 
her poſſeſſion, equally productive of diſguſt. 


© To return to that period, which has been 
ſo long interrupted by the former part of my 
miſtreſs's life—The commencement of the re- 
conciliatory dialogue between the mother and the 
daughter, was broke in upon by the entrance of 
their lodger, who addreſſing the mother ſaid, I 
believe, madam, my week is up to-day,' preſenting 
her with a piece of gold, and receiving me among 
other pieces in exchange, he then took leave with 
a look in which was blended tendernefs and re- 
ſpect to the lovely girl, and declining their invi- 
tation to fit down, he returned with me in his 
pocket up ſtaira, and preſently retired for the 
night—but not to-ceſt. 


If I was ſurpriſed at the firft fight of a perſon 
of his figure in ſuch a ſituation, I was more fo to 
find he was a gentleman of a genteel eftate, and 
nearly related to one of the principal perſons con- 
cerned in the late treaſonable plot; from enter- 
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into which, he had in vain endeavoured to 
diſſuade his infatuated kinſman. Foreſeeing its 
miſcarriage, and apprehenſive that the prodi- 
gality and rapacity of the prince might induce him 
to confiſcate the eſtates, not only of the conſpi- 
rators themſelves, but alſo thoſe of their relations 
and dependants, he went with the utmoſt anx- 

iety to conſult a gentleman, who by the patro- 
mage of my maſter's father, had riſen from an 

ior clerk in a public office, to a ſtation where 
he had accumulated a princely fortune. This 
worthy perſonage, after due conſideration, ſug- 
geſted an expedient for the preſervation of the 
eſtate, in caſe he was involved in the fate of his 
kinſman. This was, that he ſhould execute 
purchaſe deeds of the premiſes to him, and to 

ent accidents he would immediately make a 
will, bequeathing my maſter a ſum N to 

the full value thereof. 


With an nolick confidence in one whom 
he had ſuch great reaſon to imagine was his fin- 
cere friend, he went to their common attorney, 
and giving him an account of the buſineſs in 
hand, the neceſſary deeds were drawn and exe- 
cuted without delay. When all fears upon his 
own account had ſubſided, he went to his friend 
to cancel the deeds, the ſubſiſtence of which 
were no longer needful for the ſafety of his pro- 
perty. At firſt he met with a difficulty in find- 
ing him at home or diſengaged, and when at laſt 


he obtained an interview, he was for a long time. 


terrified with repeated repreſentations of the ſtill 
dangerous predicament in which he ſtood ; but 


this being obviated by the proclamation of a ge- 


2 
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neral pardon from the ſovereign {who wanted to 
reconcile all parties to himſelf) he was advifed by 
his friend to quit the kingdom, as his relation - 
had been excepted therein by name, on ac- 
count of his having twice before received the 
royal clemency, and at length had fled the coun- 
try. | 


But as he now began to ſuſpect his friend, he 
choſe rather to remain in his preſent habitation, 
where he had at firſt taken refuge, in 
to emigration, being more agreeable to himſelf, 
more convenient to his affairs, and where he 
would never be ſearched for, as he had changed 
his name. His fituation was truly uncomfort- 
able; he had ſtripped himſelf of his patrimony, 
and lain at the mercy of an unprincipled villain, 
who had taken advantage of his fears to obtain a 
legal title to his paternal lands, and he had no- 
thing to depend on but a year's income, which he 
had brought with him to his preſent lodging. 
He was alſo deſperately in love with, and equally 
beloved by the daughter of his hoſteſs, whoſe 
heart he had won without the allurement of 
intereſt in his. preſent equivocal appearance, and 
he was overwhelmed with a hor- 
ror and deſpair.. 


© The morning after I came into his poſſeſſion, 
having paſſed a ſleepleſs night, he had riſen and 
was eating his ſolitary meal, ruminating on the - 
melancholy proſpect which opened to his view, 
when he received a viſit from the attorney who 
had prepared the fatal cauſe of all his woe. On 
* maſter's lamenting the conſequence thereof, 


Young 
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2 gentleman (replied the lawyer, the good 
neſs of whoſe heart was apparent in the benignity 
of his face) why would you be fo poſitive, pre- 
cipitate and raſh ? I have often told you that the 
opportunities my profeſſion afforded me of know- 
ing this man, convinced me he was a villain z he 
deceived your father, but he could not impoſe on 
me, he has now deceived, and thinks he has un- 
dene his fon; with an i ; only to be 
equalled by his avarice, he bugs himſelf i 

ſardid enjoyment of the reflection, that at the 
age of fixty, he has outwitted a youth of twenty- 
one. His whole life has been . a ſeries of deſpi- 
cable cunning and low chicane ; but the time is 
at hand when juſtice ſhall demand her due. 


© His numerous peculations are on the eve of 
being brought to light, and that by a channel he 
little thinks of. All his immenſe property will 
be ſwallowed up in the retribution which the de- 
frauded public claims, and your eſtate muſt have 
among the reſt. Of all the eſſentials neceſ- 
1 our good ſucceſs in life, nothing exceeds 
_—— - Ms are they who have an op- 
portunity to acquire that valuable article, by ob- 
ſer vation ꝓn the miſtakes of others, or even by a 
timely ſenſe of their own errors, at. a reaſonable 
and not deſtructive price. I congratulate you on 
this fortunate event, of which I hope you will 
make proper uſe, and I am happy in the agree- 
able. reflection, that I have returned the obliga- 
tion due to your worthy father, by the preſerva- 
tion of his ſon. There fir, (continued he, pul- 


ling out of his pocket a parchment and a paper, 


and 
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and demand your writings. This parchment is 
aldeclaration of truſt, and power of revocation, by 
which it appears, that the conveyance you have ex- 
ecuted is only a ſettlement in truſt, to bar an entail 
uf the eſtate, in which | alſo am a truſtee. There 
is a clauſe alſo in the conveyance which he little 
dreams of; for his extreme eagerneſs to conclude 
the affair, as you may recokect, prevented his pe- 
ruſing the deed itſelf, and I believe he might 
have been impoſed on, to have figned to his own 

dettruftion. Go, ſhew him the copy, and tell 
him the original is in my hands ; he will not dare 
to mention it to me, or if he does, I have only 
followed the inſtructions he gave me, in ſuch a 
method as I thought moſt effectual myſelf, to an- 
{wer thoſe purpoſes he dared avow, though I 
have prevented him from perverting their ope- 
ration to the ruin of yourſelf. This I might have 
done by unfolding the ſcoundrel to your own per- 
ception, but I had reaſons correſponding to your 
welfare, for giving you an unlenjable inſtance of 
his bad intents ; go, and for the future be more 


upon your * 
© It is impoſſible to deſcribe the ſenſations of 
my maſter on this occaſion; ſurpriſe, joy, and 
gratitude acted fo forcibly on his nerves, that like 
a child he fairly bedewed the attorney with bis 
tears, whom as his guardian angel he repeatedly 
embraced. On his departure he directly went to 
the party, when having with much difficulty, by 
dint of bribing his domeſtics, obtained an inter- 
view, he peremptorily — the writings of 
7 : | his 
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his eſtate, but meeting with nothing but evaſions, 
he gave him the paper, telling him the original 
was in the attorney's care. Being with much 
ſuaſion prevailed on to read it, and finding it an 
abſolute defeaſance of that in his own poſſeſſion, 
he exhibited, for a few moments, a moſt ridicu- 
lous picture of diſappointed avarice and detected 
fraud; but on reflection on the figure he made, 
he turned the whole into a jeſt, and delivered up 
the deeds, profeſſing that he had only diverted 
himſelf a little at his expence, and meant it as a 
leſſon to inculcate future circumſpection, lament- 
ing the trouble and expence he had been at to 
ſecure himſelf from a danger which exiſted only 
in his own imagination, (here indeed he ſpoke 
the truth) and with the greateſt good humour 
wiſhed him a good day. 


« With a light heart the young gentleman re- 
turned to his lodgings, and immediately writing 
to his ſteward to ſend up his equipage, he hired 
a genteel houſe in town, to which he ſoon re- 

moved; and to the utter aſtoniſhment of all who 
knew her, demande his Sophia, (whom he had 
. privately married on retrieving his eſtate) as his 
wife, on whoſe mother he ſettled a comfortable 
annuity for her life ; but of this I was not an eye 
witneſs, as he had given me to the ſervant that 
had procured him the laſt interview with the per- 
| fon who would have deprived him of his eſtate, 
dy whom I was given in charge to his maſter on 

' that very day. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


His new Maſter, with perfect uniformity of cha- 
rafter, engages in an undertaking which promiſes 
great advantage, but is diſappointed, and the bites 
bit. 


* AFTER the tranſaQtion laſtrecited, it will 
be needleſs to ſay any thing of the character of 
my new poſſeſſor, being ſufficiently repreſented 
as capable of any thing, for the glory of that 
kingdom which he will one day inherit. I was 
only witneſs to another unſucceſsful attempt of 
his conſummate villany, before I left him. Im- 
poſed on by his ſpecious hypocriſy, and profound 
{kill in the art of diſſimulation, a gentleman, 
his diſtant relation, had left him guardian to his 
daughter, an only child with a large fortune, 


. which ſhe was to inherit on condition ſhe married 


a particular perſon, between whoſe father and 


the teſtator there had been a previous agreement 


to that effect, to the no great ſatisfaCtion of their 
reſpective children, who were only actuated by 


.a convenient attachment for each other. But as 


the lady's father had ſet his heart upon the match, 
he had can 4 half of his ven 
- 


> 
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caſe of her taking another huſband, unleſi the re- 

fuſal came from him, to my maſter, immediately on 
ſuch an event taking place, with the reverſion of 
the remainder at her death—provided nevertheleſs 
that her conduct was ſuch as to give no juſt cauſe in 
the opinion of two impartial perſons, quite difentereſl- 
ed in the event, for his rejection of her hand. In 
which caſe ſbe was to be liable to the ſame diminu- 
tion and reftriftion in her expeftations, as ſhe would 
have been, had ſbe refuſed to marry him herſelf. 
Here were two contingencies on which the guar- 
dian built his hopes of acquiring one moiety of 
the eſtate directly, and the other at a future day, 
to which he would be entitled cither by her re- 
fuſal, of which there was little probability, 
or by the commiſſion of ſome diſhonourable act 
to occaſion his, of which there was little leſs. 


Though there was a greater difficulty to pre- 
vent her principles, than to divert the courſe of 
what could ſcarcely be called her affection, as he 
thought if he could effect an apparent deviation 
| in the former ſo as to exaſperate her lover, (who 
was a rigid methodiſt) the latter would certainly 
| be accompliſhed, he reſolved by ſome ſtratagem 

to inſpire him with diſguſt at her principles; 
and he had good reafons to flatter himſelf with 
being much aſſiſted by a certain precipitate irrita- 
bility in her diſpoſition, which was too impatient 
ever to pardon the leaſt ſuſpicion of her unble- 
miſhed conduct, and meſt rigid adherence to the 
rules of virtue. Could he therefore once 

ſent her in ſuch a light, that her lover _—_— 
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fend her beyond forgiveneſs, he was ſure of her 
breaking off the match; or could he but embark 
her in any act oi juvenile indiſcretion, or at leaſt 
what ſhould appear fo to him, he was quite cer- 
tain of his doing the fame, both of which would 
equally anſwer his defired end. For tome time, 


. however, he was undetermined on what plan to 


proceed, but that he might not be wanting in a 


proper party, to take the advantage of any fa- 


vourable circumſtance which might offer, he in- 
vited to his houſe a youth dependant on himſelf, 
who was admirably well qualified for the part he 
intended he ſhould act, either as a lover or in any 


other capacity, as occaſion ſhould require. At 


length the time of action drew on; on the pub- 
lication of a maſquerade, his ward (who had never 
ſeen that entertainment) earneſtly defired to par- 
take of the diverſion, and that her tay might not 
be confined by the complaiſance due to a party, 
the wiſhed to go with her guardian and a friend 
only. | | 


© Pleaſed with the hopes which he diretly 
conceived that ſomething might ariſe to promote 
His grand deſign, he gladly conſented, and the 


rather as he knew her lover (to whom this expe- 


dition was to be a ſecret) had been bred up in 
the ſtricteſt doctrine of puritanical zeal, and 
would look on ſuch a profane indulgence with 
the utmoſt horror and contempt, could not fail to 
reproach her with a breach of promiſe, not to fre- 
quent thoſe infamous aſſemblies, and perhaps ex- 


preſs his diſguſt in @ manner which might occaſion 
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an irreparable breach. At firſt he did not think 
of reaping any further benefit from this exploit, 
but a little conſideration ſufficed to convince him, 
that be might with addreſs make it productive of 
more efficacious ends. Having tutored his de- 
pendant (at whoſe viſits and particular behaviour 
to his miſtreſs, the lover had often taken um- 
brage, and who had been encouraged with hopes 
of making himſelf maſter of the lady's perſon, 
and her life intereſt in the ample moiety of her 
large poſſeſſions) he contrived juſt before their 
ſetting out, to adminiſter a few grains of Ipeca- 
cuanha to his ward, by which means ſhe had not 
been there above half an hour, before ſhe was ta- 
ken ſo exceeding ſick that ſhe was obliged to re- 
turn. He had before ordered his ſervant to go 
to the lover, to poſtpone an appointment they 
had made for that night, to ſup out with a com- 
mon friend of them both, with inſtruction to ſay, 
He was gone to the maſquerade with miſs and 
the handf. me gentleman who came to their houſe ſo 
often'—this he did, foreſceing that the gentleman, 
averſe as he was to ſuch a ſcene of folly, riot, and 
exceſs, might be tempted to go in cog, to make ob- 
ſervations on the effect it had on his intended 
wife, in which conjecture he was right. Are 
you ſure,” ſays he to the man, that miſ is gone 
with them? and do you know what dreſſes they 
went in? Ves, fir, fays the fellow, © they all 
tried their dreſſes on the day before yeſterday, my 
maſter looked juſt like the old man that was killed 
at the fupper in the play laſt night, (which was 
Alexander} the young gentleman was like the 


kim 
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king that killed him, and miſs had a little crown 
u pon her head, like the lady who was ſtabbed by 
the jealous queen.” 


© Having thus got the. neceſſary information, 
he was determined to follow Alexander, Clitus, 
and Statira, and wrapping himſelf up in a domino, 
was preſently conveyed to a place, which nothing 
but his eager curioſity on the preſent intereſting 
occaſion, could have prevailed on him to enter. 
In the mean time, the gentleman had returned in 
company with a woman of the town, properly 
tutored of the ſame ſize, who having clothed her- 
ſelf in Statira's robes and all tbe decorations of 
that unfortunate princeſs, behaved herfelf wich 
ſuch a degree of indecent levity, and was guilty 
of ſuch abſurd indecorum, giving into every, licen- 
tious liberty that the intoxication of the gaudy 
ſcene inſpired, that it was no wonder her con- 
cealed lover, (as he thought himſelf) who was ſo 
near as to hear every word ſhe ſaid, from that 
moment conceived for her a moſt unſurmountable 
diſzuſt, which was heightened, if it was poſſible, 
when on her being aſxed what ſhe thought her 
intended would ſay, ſhe, according to her inſtruc- 
tions, burſt into an immoderate fit of laughter, 
then ridiculed his grave and auſtere diſpoſition, ' 
with the moſt provoking acerbity, and declared 
the did not care what any body ſaid, who would 
be the means of preventing her enjoyment of ſuch 
enchanting pleaſures, as the then experienced ; 
after which ſhe pretended to be taken ill, and 
was conducted by the gentlemen out of the houſe, 
| which 
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which ſhe preſently re-entered in another habit 
to follow the call of her profeſſion, while two 
more of the ſiſterhood, at a ſignal given, detain- 
ed the lover there, and in ſpite of a flight inclina- 
tion he felt to follow them, and come to an im- 
mediate explanation with his miſtreſs, contrived 
to keep him a full hour; in the courſe of which, 
exaſperated as he was, he was tempted to give 
into the extravagancies of the place, and two or 
three glafſes of champaigne, to which he was 
totally unaccuſtomed, ſent him home in a ſtate 
which he had never known before. 


© In the conduct of this bufineſs, my maſter 
had diſplayed moſt exquiſite addreſs ; the great 
difficulty was, to obviate the explanation which 
might enſue on the ſubject of his ward's being 
taken 1il and retiring ; he therefore made her re- 
preſentative perform the fecond part of the ſame 
exhibition, and as there was not an hour between 
the departure of the original and the copy, and 
all circumſtances correſponding, he was under no 
apprehenſions of detection; as to his implements, 
they were entirely ignorant of the effects their 
conduct was to produce, for he never let them 
into more than was abſolutely neceſſary to inſure 
ſucceſs in the part they were aſſigned, and as he 
always paid well, he had a gang of wretches at 
his command, ready to execute whatever he en- 
joined. The event was obvious, and ſurpaſſed his 
moſt ſanguine expectations. The lover diſdain- 
ing at firſt, after what he had feen, to re- 
proach her in perſon, ſent her a long ktter, — 

tat 
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tated in a ſtyle of authoratative reſentment, mixed 
with puritanical commiſerating inſult at the 
diſcovery of her abandoned behaviour, and an e- 
preſs refuſal to carry her father's plan into execution ; 
to which ſhe ſent an anſwer, dictated by the of- 
fended pride of conſcious virtue, ill calculated to 
promote a reconciliation. 


«© Startled at this, and never dreaming that her 
reſentment would get the better of all confider- 
ation for her intereſt, he determined to viſit her. 
With much difficulty having got acceſs to her, on 
his entering into the ſubject, ſhe would not con- 
deſcend to give him the leaſt ſatisfaction, and he 
not making any doubt of what he thought he 
knew by the evidence of his eyes and ears, (her 
guardian, for obvious reaſons, declining to inter- 
fere, and the lover. having too great an antipathy 
to his dependant, to ſeek any intelligence from 
him) they parted, with a mutual reſolution never 
to meet again, on the moſt inimical terms. But 
when he came to recolle& what a fortune he 
ſhould. loſe, and that poſſibly the imprudence ſhe 
had been guilty of, might be more the effects of 
the ſcene in which ſhe was engaged, than any de- 
pravity of heart, which had before never indi- 
cated the leaſt tendency to be corrupt, he deter- 
mined to leave nothing uneſſayed to retrieve the 
favour he had loſt. But all his efforts were in 
vain, ſhe abſolutely refuſed to fee him, avoided all 
places where ſhe was likely to meet him, and re- 
turned his numerous epiſtles as they came. At 
length (her guardian, to fave appearances, feebly 

33 inter- 


82 ARG AL, ox THe 


interfering in his behalf) to be thoroughly re- 
venged, the gave encouragement to the young 
dependant, who had not been deficient in im- 
proving the preſent poſture of affairs, and ina 
few days delivered herfelf from further impor- 
tunities, by AIC vg giving him her hand. 


It is a true ſaying, that when rogues fall out 
honeſt people come by their own. My maſter 
now hoped to reap the fruits of his contrivan- 
ces, when all his expectations were fruſtrated by 
an unforeſeen blow from a quarter he little ex- 
pected, which he in vain exerted all his art to 
turn aſide. The huſhand of his ward, feeling 
himſelf hurt by the conſideration, that through- 
out the whole proceſs, he had been only conſider - 
ed as a tool, and harbouring an ancient grudge 
againſt my maſter, for certain humiliating de- 
gradations, neglects, and breaches of promiſe to 
provide for, and render him independant, (which 
were never intended to be performed) thought he 
had now an opportunity to do himſelf juſtice. In 
a day or two after his marriage, he hinted to his 
patron, that when he was at leiſure, he would 
wait on him to receive his wife's fortune. For- 
tune, fir,” replied the other, you know ſhe is 
entitled to nothing now by her marrying you, but 
the intereſt of one moiety for life, the reverſion of 
which is in me, and the principal of the other 
half is a veſted intereſt, and already my own pro- 
perty. Fortune, indeed, I think you are one of 
the moſt fortunate fellows I ever knew, but ſet a 
beggar on horſeback—— Sir, replied the huf- 

| EE band, 
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band, with great humility, at the ſame time red- 
dening with a conſcious ſenſibility of the appli- 
cation of the proverb) © I believe my wife has 
done nothing to forfeit her patrimony, ſhe has 
been refuſed by the perſon, who by her father's 
will was nominated, we have proof of that, and 
I humbly apprehend * © You apprehend, 
what are your apprehenſions to me?“ inter- 
rupted my maſter, in violent paſſion, © I ap- 
prehend you are an inſolent fcoundrel. You. 
prove his refuſal ! (entirely ignorant of the letter 
the lover had firſt wrote to her the morning af- 
ter the mafquerade, in the heat of his indigna- 
tion) has ſhe not married you privately ? damn 
you, get out of my houſe, and never let me ſee 
your face again.” A command he did not give 
him opportunity to repeat, but inſtantly retired. 


© The moment he got home, he drew up a 
caſe, ſtating the will of his wife's father, with the 
letter from the angry lover above-mentioned ; 
whereby it appeared, that he had rejected her in 
the moſt unequivocal terms, and having obtained 
2 favourable opinion of an eminent lawyer there- 
on, he ordered an attorney to wait on his late pa- 
tron, ſhew him the whole, and threaten him 
with a fuit, if he did not directly come to an 
account, which after a few ſubterfuges, he pre- 
ferred to an uncertain litigation, that in its pro- - 
ceſs would diſcover what it was ſo much his in- 
tereſt to conceal. I ſhould have mentioned to 
you, that the day before the marriage, I paſſed into 
the hands of the huſband, at a game at 2 : 

he 
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who being a Catholic, was married both accord - 
ing to the Proteſtant and Romiſh ceremonies 
uſed on that occaſion. At the latter of which, 
I was preſented in a weighty purſe to the titular 
Catholic metropolitan before mentioned, by which 
means the two receptacles of my divided ſpirit 
became the property of that honorary prĩeſt. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


He again enters into the ſervice of the Fuir Sex. 
A Step from the Poor houſe to a Palace. He 
approximates the Throne. A ſingular royal 
Expedition, and a ridiculous inſtance of Female 
Caprice. 


TRE time now approached when I was to 
attend to the grand object of my miſſion. I there- 
fore concentrated my eſſence in that ſacred ve- 
hicle wherein it was originally lodged, which was 
preſented in a few days after the laſt adventure, 
by the _ reverend owner, to the mother of 
the then favourite at court, (whoſe paſtor he was) 
well knowing he ſhould in good time receive an 
acknowledgment of three times the value in 
return there for. If my former miſtreſs ſeemed 
to have been born under unhappy auſpices, ſome 
fortunate planet preſided at the birth of this. 
She was the daughter of a younger ſon of a fa- 
mily, which had formerly been reckoned in that 
claſs of happy mediocrity, denominated the gen- 
try. But the numerous families of ſucceeding 
generations by dividing, had ſo diminiſhed the 
bulk of the eſtate by participation, (as they would 
not condeſcend to improve their proſpects by the 


, con- 
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contamination of trade) that the deſcendants 
languiſhed under all the rigours of mental and 
cor poral ſufferings of ill contraſted poverty and 
pride. At length my miſtreſs's parents, after 
having exiſted (rather than enjoyed life) in indo- 
lent obſcurity to a good old age, left her a prey to 
the miſery concommirant to worldly want. Hap- 
pily ſhe was too young to become the object of 
eoncupiſcent vice, and ſhe was taken by that 
public reſervoir, for ſuch whom neither conſan- 
guinity can claim, nor humanity will protect, 
the pariſh, In fact ſhe was nobody's, for all 
their endeavours were in vain to exonerate them- 
ſelves, the family being extin& in her, nor could 
ſhe be faid to belong to any body. 


Whether owing to any ſuperiority of under- 
ſtanding, or the prevalence of bleod, ſhe ſoon 
fſhewed (though ſhe enjoyed no peculiar advan- 
tages) ſhe was infinitely ſuperior to her compa- 
nions in the ſame predicament. When the time 
drew near that ſhe was to be put out prentice, 
ſhe was noticed by a lady at church, for the dig- 
nity of her air, and uncommon beauty of her 
perſon. An impreſſion which was ſo much im- 
proved by an examination of her mental qualities, 
that the lady had her articled to herſelf. At 
firſt ſhe was employed in the kitchen, in rather 
an inferior capacity, but repeated complaints 
having been made, that inſtead of minding her 
buſineſs below, ſhe was continually reading ſuch 
books as ſhe could ſecretly procure from above, 
her maſter examined her, and ſhe acquitted _— 
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ſelf ſo well, that he recommended to his wife to 
take her out of the kitchen, and to retain her 
about her perſon, with which ſhe immediately 
complied, and ſhe was employed in reading and 
working for her patroneſs, to whoſe diſpoſition 
ſhe fo well accuſtomed herſelf, that ſhe ſoon be- 
came her favourite and confident. The ſtrength 
of her intellectual faculties encreafing, as the 
flower of her beauty expanded, ſhe became the 
object of honourable addreſſes to thoſe of equal 
rank, and of iniquitous deſigns to fuch as thought 
their ſuperiority entitled them to treat her with 
libertine diſreſpect; but ſhe received the firſt 
with a ſteady refuſal, delivered in ſuch grateful 
terms, that they precluded all imputation of un- 
warrantable pride, while ſhe treated the latter 
with the moſt mortifying contempt. Her, con- 
duct was ſuch, as if ſhe had foreſeen ſhe one 
day to govern him who, ruled the ſtate, though 
as yet it was impoſſible to entertain the moſt 
diſtant idea of ſuch an improbable event, while 
ſhe filled all who knew her with admiration and 
eſteem, at a perſeverance for which no one could 
account, and which it is neceflary to explain. 


© Her maſter was a man of ſtrict probity, but 
though he always was ſo ebſervant of his duty, as 
to reſtrain his paſſions within due bounds, and 
never ſuffered himſelf to be tranſported into any 
unjuſtifiable exceſs, yet it was not always in his 
power to direct them to the proper object, as in 


the preſent caſe; for be was cruelly tormented 
— | by 
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by a moſt violent paſſion for my miſtreſs; his 
ſtruggles between which, and the remonſtrances 
of the duty and gratitude he owed to a wealthy 
wife, often reduced him to ſuch a ſtate of health, as 
bid defiance to the pe wer of medicine, and ſeemed 
to threaten in the end to terminate his life ; the 
rather as his honour forbad him to divulge (what 
he thought was a ſecret) from the object of his 
flame, a circumſtance, the concealment of which 
acted with additional vigour on the anxiety of his 
mind, eſpecially as there was but an uncertain 

pect of his ever being at liberty to obtain the 
ſubject of his thoughts. 


My miſtreſs, who to the advantages ſhe en- 
joyed by her advancement to his family, added 
by nature an uncommon ſhare of penetration, 
ſaw through all his endeavours to hide the ſecret 
which undermined his peace ; ſhe knew it before 
he was aware of it himſelf. She alſo knew that 
her miſtreſs had a ſecret complaint, (to which 
none but her phyſician and herſelf were privy) 
which in the courſe of a very few years would 
give her an opportunity to practice on that heart, 
which ſhe had reaſon to ſuſpect was already 
more than half her own, and obtain an honour- 
able ſettlement for life. 'The intermediate time 
ſhe ſpent in ſeizing every opportunity of im- 
proving her mind, ſo as to render her worthy of 
the ſtation to which ſhe had aſpired. Every 

thing ſucceeded to her wiſh, her miſtreſs died, 
and on her death bed, after thanking _—_ 
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band for his affectionate behaviour during their 
union, to his great ſurprize told him ſhe Had for 
fome time been no ſtranger to his ſecret attach- 
ment to my miſtreſs, but though it was a topic 
ſhe did not formerly chuſe to enter upon, ſhe 
wiſhed to expreſs her ſenſe of what he had ſuffer- 
ed, through the fecrecy he had preſerved on a 
ſudject which muſt give her pain to hear of, thro? 
the officious voice of ſcandal, and pretended 
f-iendſhip. She then ſent for my miſtreſs, and 
aiter a few minutes converſation with her alone, 
ſhe joined their hands, and the next day expired 
in their arras, 


© She had now attained the height of her am- 
bition, though not of her fortune. After a decent 
period of widowhood, ſhe was married to her 
maſter, who having paſſed a few happy years 
with her, left her the mother of a ſon that made 
ſo rapid a progreſs at court, that he, by the un- 
limited regard of his prince, became the channel 
of his favour, and ruled the empire with the 
fame unbounded ſway, with which my miſtreſs 
governed him. | 


Her ſon (to whom about this period ſhe pre- 
ſented me) was as firmly connected with the heir 
apparent, as with the ſovereign, by that tie aſ- 
furing to himſelf in caſe of his ſucceſſion by his 
father's death, the ſame ſituation in the ſucceeding 
as the preſent reign. Soon after I came into his 
poſſeſſion, he inſpired the prince with the wm 
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of an exploit, which at the ſame time that it 
filled all Europe with aſtoniſhment, vas attended 
with infinite peril to himſelf. This was to court 
his miſtreſs in perſon. Struck with the novelty 
and gallantry attached to ſuch an extraordinary 
feat, and highly delighted with the expected plea- 
ſure of an expedition, diveſted of the reiterated 
and diſguſting etiquette of court parade, he gave 
into the deſign with a degree of precipitation 
which ſurpaſſed the favourite's hopes, (whoſe 
political motives for ſuggeſting this admirable 
jaunt, I ſhall not trouble you with) for which 
he was nct a little obliged to me, having by the 
influence of a ſuperior ſpirit, been prompted to 
preſent me to the prince, a mode by which our 
more important tranſitions are effected, we not 
having that capacity at the option of ourſelves. 


© All obſtacles being overcome, we at length 
ſet out in high glee, exhibiting te the world a 
very unuſual ſpectacle, the hereditary ſucceffor 
to a Proteſtant ſtate, with cnly three compani- 
ons ia diſguiſe, ſeamperiug paſt through a foreign 
country, to obtain a previous interview with 4 
Popiſh bigot, intended for his future confort. 
Such were the truly diabolical efforts of Satan 
and his compeers, to re-eſtabliſh his kingdom 
upon earth. | 


« My royal maſter and his companion, with 
their attendants, did not paſs the limits of their 
own country without interruption. An 3 
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raſſed air of precipitation and confuſion, of which 
they could not diveſt themſelves, owing to certain 
conſcious apprehenfions ariſing from the hazard 
attending this fingular excurſion, had induced 
the ſagacious magiſtrates to regard them as ſuſ- 
picious perſons, to which their anxiety, occaſioned 
by the dubious ſucceſs of what they had under- 
taken, (againſt the advice of the more confiderate 
nobles of the privy council) and their extreme 
expedition, not a little contributed; and he ſet 
them down as either flying from the hand of 
juſtice, on ſome unwarrantable purſuit, or going 
ro ſome more eligible ſpot to decide an affair 
honour, by an honourable duel. In conſequence 
of which, Meſſieurs Jobnſon and Smith (under 
which names they afterwards travelled) were put 
under an arreſt. 


© This was but a bad omen at the commence» 
ment of their journey, and the favourite was 
under the neceffity of making himſelf known 
before they could get their liberty, telling the 
magiſtrate that he was going to review the fleet, 
of which he was admiral, omitting to invent any 
pretence for concealing ms arrival, which indeed 
on fo public an occaſion would have been difficult 
to find ; by this they were involved in further 
trouble, for the day being too far advanced, fo 
that they could not proceed till the next morning, 
(it being in the month of February, froſty with 
intervals of ſnow, and the evenings unfavourably 
dark and cold) the worthy magiſtrate not only 


ſum- 
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ſummoned the principal perſons in the town ta 
attend him early to compliment his lordſhip, but 
officiouſly ſent off a boat to the fleet, to publiſh 
his arrival; ſo that inſtead of purſuing their way 
in ſecrecy and filence, the whole town was in an 
uproar; the magiſtrates in their formalities, 
were at the gate of the inn, the garriſon was 
under arms, the guns were fired, and the cap- 
tains of the ſeveral ſhips were landing to receive 
their orders from their chief. It fortunately hap- 
pened that my maſter's perſon was not known to 
any of thoſe who had ſeen him the day of their 
arrival, (for as yet they had not thought it ne- 
ceſſary to put on their diſguiſes) but as it was 
next to an impoſſibility that he ſhould remain 
unknown among the great concourſe which on 
this occafion were ſoon collected, he, under pre- 
tence of illneſs, was obliged to keep his room. 


They were now in an unpleaſant dilemma, 
and at night they held a conſultation, when they 
came to a reſolution to appoint the review to take 
place the next day but one; that the very next 
day, at the time when the lord admiral was at 
dinner with 'the corporation, a perſon properly 
prepared, ſhould come galloping through the 
town as a king's meſſenger, to fetch him back to 
the capital, on buſineſs of the greateft conſe- 
quence without delay, that they ſhould imme- 
diately ſet out, and halt at a town about ten 
leagues off; whence an expreſs ſhould be ſent 
to the mayor, to fetch him to them, when he 
| 4 ſhould 
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mould be let into the ſecret, and prepare every 
thing at his town for the accommodation of 
their journey with ſecrecy and diſpatch the fol- 
lowing night ; all which was carried into exe- 
cution, and they entered it accordingly, and in 
leſs than an hour were on beard a veſſel and 
under fail; after my mafter had rewarded the 
mayor by a magnificent pecuniary gratification 
for his diligence to himſelf, and complied with 
an extraordinary requeſt which was made to him 
by his wife. 


© The important ſecret with which he had 
been intruſted, had given him ſuch an air of 
conſequence when he returned home, to obey 
their commands, that his wife preſently per- 
ceived ſomething extraordinary was in agitation, 
nor was ſhe ſatisfied, when on her requeſt to 
know on what account he was ſent for, he ſaid 
it was only ſome repairs to be made by the 
water fide, previous to the review, which was 
poſtponed till next week, and ſome other in- 
ſtructions which at their haſty departure they 
had forgot, for this might, as ſhe obſerved, as 
well have been communicated by a letter. But 
as ſhe could get nothing ſatisfactory from him, 
and finding him full of important buſtle, ac- 
companied with myſterious reſerve, ſhe gave 
inſtructions to her ſon to watch his motions, 
who was fo diligent in executing her orders, 
that he ſoon diſcovered he had privately hired 
and manned a veſſel to be ready at a moment's 


warning 


- 
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warning. The poor woman (their circumſtances 
not being in a flouriſhing ſtate) now conceived 
an idea that he was going to leave her. Hav- 
ing once adopted this notion, ſhe im 

her huſband fo inceſſantly with ber apprehen- 
ſions, and reproached him ſo bitterly with his 
ſuppoſed cruelty, in deſerting her at ſuch a time, 
(as ſhe was near lying in) that after adminiſ- 
tering an oath of ſecrecy, he diſcovered the 
whole affair. 


©No ſooner did ſhe hear that his highneſs 
would be at their houſe at night, than ſhe en- 
tertained the moſt extravagant and vehement 
fancy, that at ſuch a juncture could enter into 
the head of woman. In vain did her huſband 
repreſent the danger of expoſing him to his 
highneſs's reſentment for imparting the ſecret 
to her knowledge; that ſo imprudent, abſurd, 
and diſreſpectful a proceeding might be the 
means of fruſtrating all hopes he had conceived 
of the future eſtabliſhment of his fortune, by 
the favour he might now acquire from the prince, 
when he ſhould hereafter come to be his fove- 
reign; and when he flatly denied to indulge her, 
by the communication of her ridiculous whim, 
ſhe fell into ſuch ſtrorg hyſterics, that he 
trembled for the conſequence. On her reco- 
very ſhe ſeemed determined to obtain at her 
own deſire what he refuſed her to procure ; and 
being more apprehenſive of ſuch an abrupt attack 
upon his highneſs, than his own interpoſition, he 


pro- 


=- 
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promiſed her to take a proper * of 
gratifying her with. : 


Their gueſts being arrived, and PT in 
the beſt manner their ſhort notice would admit; 
bis worſhip, after exprefling his ſenſe of the 
honour they had done him, addreſſing my maf- 
ter, told him that he laboured under the moſt 
bitter anxiety, from which it was alone in his 
power to relieve him before he departed from 
his houſe : he then proceeded to inform him that 
it had been impoſſible to make the neceflary 
diſpoſitions for his journey without the know- 
ledge of his wife, whoſe ſecrecy he could depend 
on; but that on knowing who was to be her 
gueſt, ſhe had a petition to prefer, of ſo extra- 
ordinary a nature, that he did not dare to men- 
tion it, unleſs he would graciouſly pleaſe to in- 
ſure him from his highneſs's diſpleaſure, by an 
anticipating pardon for what he was going to 
relate. He then fell upon his knees, and with 
tears beſought my maſter to have compaſſion on 
his miſerable wife and innocent offspring yet un- 
born, concluding with an affurance that nothing 
but the ſtrong fits which ſhe had endured on his 
refuſal to interceed in her behalf, could have 
prevailed on him to be guilty of ſuch an inde- 
corum, as he feared would involve him in dif- 
grace. 


© Aſtoniſhed at this * ſpeech and 
conduct of the mayor, curiofity and pity b 


96 ARG AL, ox Tas 


ſeded every other impreſſion, and he aſſured 
him, that if he could with the leaſt degree of 
propriety grant her requeſt, he would comply 
therewith, but if he could not, he certainly ſhould 

whatever was amiſs in a petition which 
was preferred with ſuch modeſty, and for which 
the motives. of humanity pleaded in excuſe, com- 
manding him to ſpeak. The mayor, after many 
reflexions on the abſurdity of female caprice, then 
informed my maſter that ſhe wiſhed for the ho- 
nour of a royal ſalute. * A royal ſalute, cried 
the prince, in the greateſt ſurpriſe, (taking her in 
. the literal ſenſe) © that is not in my power to per- 
form, ſhe muſt apply to the commanding officer 
of the garriſon, but do you confider what a diſ- 
turbance will enſue on firing one and twenty 
guns? Royal fir,” returned his worſhip, let 
me entreat you will parden her preſumption, 
when I inform yeu that it is not a military ſalute 
the deſires, but one your highneſs can alone be- 
ftow, in ſhort I ſay, but do not be offended, ſhe 
languiſhes for the honour of a royal kiſs.“ Se- 
date as my maſter was by nature and even ob- 
ſervant to preſerve his dignity by due reſerve, it 
was with the utmoſt difhculty he could contain 
his mirth at this ridiculous petition, urged with 
ſuch ceremonious grave ſolemnity, by his trem- 
bling hoſt. With the greateſt benignity he 
deſired the lady mayoreſs {who at one counter 
retailed gloves and ſtockings, while her huſhand 
at the other dealt in hats) might appear, making 


2 genteel apology for his unpolite neglect, pleaſed 
| N | to 
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to find that her requeſt was of ſuch a nature as 


not to him under the neceſſity of 
her . refuſal to beſtow Rk 


' huſband for which ke was not fit. 


In the mean-time the lady was fittin Ireſſed 
out for the purpoſe, in all the of 
doubtful expettancy, to be exceeded only by her 
Joy — receiving a ſummons to 80 down, when 
2 difficulty occurred to ber, the idea of which 


prince, or the prince kifs her: this togeths 
DEE LEEDS 
to call Tris the pun , al: 
half re- 
ſuch a 
to enter 
the . 
by the 
her, told her he — Brow ga d 
taken on his account, and immediately fell into 


a comverſation calculated for her 6s doe 
ſuch as the emtertainments of the town, r 
markets, &c. till all being ready, be repeated 
his ſalute, and took his leave; after giving her a 
topic of cies os WI the ave Goes 
to defeant, on every opportugity tor the re- 
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Contiuued— More diſafters.—- Royalty in durant 
with a happy termination of a raſh adventure. 


TRE travellers now proceeded unmoleſted, 
till they arrived in the territories of a foreign 
prince, when the perpetrators of a capital forgery. 
on a bank in Holland, as it unfortunately hap- 
pened, had been traced by the magiſterial terriers, 
to within a few leagues of where the company 

to change horſes; as they travelled poſt, 

to avoid the obſervation that the eclat of an equi- 
page would have excited on the road. Being 
then at a fault (as the men term it) they of 
courſe proceeded to the next large town, for in- 
telligence of their game, and lodged at the ſame 
inn with us. Many ſuſpicious appearances con- 
curring, the whole company were apprehended, 
but by means of ſome irreſiſtible arguments, were 
itted to remain at their lodgings, under a 
ſufficient guard to prevent all poſſibility of eſcape. 
It would have been eaſy to have procured their 
enlargement, by an appeal to their ambaſſador, 
to whom the perſons of all the party were well 
| wn. 
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known. But being a Proteſtant, he was very ill | 
diſpoſed towards the ſubject of their exploit, and 
moreover a bitter enemy to the favourite himſelf, 
therefore might poſſibly haye contrived to embar- 
raſs the negotiation in ſuch a manner, that be- 
fore they could proceed, 2 recall might have 
been procured ; they therefore choſe to remain 
bs Gi till the arrival of a perſon who was 
fent for from the bank, to identify their perſons, 
or clear them of the charge, the latter of which 
was ſoon performed, and as they profeſſed they 
were only travelling for —— to be pre- 
ſent at the approaching nuptials of a neighbour- 
ing prince, they were ſuffered to depart, and they 
continued their journey to a meg famous for the 
ſtrength of its fortifications, and ſplendour of 
its wealth. 


© Here while my maſter and the favourite were 
ſtrolling about, the latter unfortunately took out 
his pocket book, to make a memorandum, while 
he ſtood on one of the principal baſtions of the 
fort, in conſequence of which he was arreſted as 
a ſpy, in the very act of drawing a plan of the 
fortifications, and they were both immediately 
put under a guard, and conducted to the priſon 
of the garriſon, their appearance not a little con- 
ducing to the rough treatment they received, 
their heads being enveloped in black buſhy wigs, 
and the reſt of their apparel favouring ſtrongly 
of diſguiſe and fraud. It was a very providential 
<ircumſtance that this city belonged to the go- 
5 2 vernment. 
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vernment, (being a a frontier town) the capital 


make, which nearly concerned the welfare of the 
fate. ere they pul- 
led off their diſguiſes and avowed their rank, but 
received for anſwer that he durſt do nothing in 
a matter of ſuch conſequence, without the or- 


The old general, though he had heard a rumour 
of the intended match between my maſter and 
the princefs royal, was not ſo credulous as to give 
implicit credit to a tale fo improbable, as that of 
the prince and favourite in a ſituation quite incon- 
fiſtent with their quality, without further proof; 
a ſtory, which according to the ſyſtem of his 

arbitrary and pompous conſtitu- 


ment of the prince, when he reſumed himſelf, 
and the elegant air of his companion, threw him 
— the utmoſt embarraſſment; while at one 


e 
dangerous caſt, and at another was 
K. external appearance, and the 
gave of the tranſactions of 

— ngnatl e therefore wiſely determined 
to detain them beyond all poſfibility of eſcape, 
and at the ſame time, to treat them in ſuch 2 
| 5 manner, 


of the 


SILVER DEVIL. 101 


manner, as ſhould exempt him from incurring 
their reſentment, ſhould they prove to be the 
perſons they pretended ; in the mean time ſend- 
ing off an expreſs to the capital, with an account 
of the perplexity ia which he was involved. — 
This, however, did not in the leaſt tend to aſ- 
certain the truth, for my maſter before he ſet out, 
had with a view of enjoying the pleaſure of agree-- 
able ſurpriſe to the object of his expedition, obtain- 
ed a promiſe from his father, that he would not 
anticipate the news of his arrival, by any official, 

ox private intimation of his deſign. The ſuſpici- 
ons therefore of the governor were confirmed by 
the anſwer he received, and their confinement” 
was rendered more rigorous and cloſe, till md 
ſtep ſhould be taken to convitt them of their de- 
ception. The news of this tranſaction 
ſpread over the country, and prople of all deno- 
minations flocked to the rown, to obtain a fight 
of a knight errant, who had the to o- 
ver his intentions by aſſuming the name of the 

future ſpouſe intended for their royal houſe. 5 


- The mir hed = daughter, a lady of 
great beauty and accompliſhments, inſomuch that 
ſhe had been removed frem court, that ſhe might 
not be liable to the affiduities of the heredary 
prince, who had begun to diftinguiſh her by too 

apparent marks of his peculiar regard. She bad 
SR mand ——— ae | 
ſort, who ſhe knew did not boaſt of any charms 
that could attraft a prince, who had the gallantry 

5 to 
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to come fo far, and run ſuch hazards to obtain 
a.previous interview with the partner of his crown. 
On the other hand, ſhe very juſtly concluded, 
that he had already evinced a diſpoſition not to 
be controled in the election of a wife, by mere 
political regards. This conſideration was on the 
preſumption that he really was entitled to the 
rank he had aſſumed. She had among her wo- 
men one who had been in that capacity to the 
lady of the ambaſſador, to the prince's court, and 


bad told her miſtreſs ſhe thought ſhe could re- 


collect the perſon of the prince, as ſhe had got 
into the gallery at. a maſquerade ball; and ſeen - 
him dance a minuet; this woman ſhe ordered to 
go fer the priſoners, and teil her whether be was 
actually ſo or not, but to let no perſon whatever 
into the reſult of her ſurvey. By ſome confuſion 
in her ideas, ſhe miſtook one of the two gentlemen 
who made up their company for the prince, the 
remembered the favourite as a gentleman of the 
court, (he having not then ariſen to the impor- 
tant poſt he now filled) but of my maſter ſhe had - 
not the leaſt recollection; nor was this to be 
wondered at, as he was ſo metamorphoſed from 
what he was when ſhe ſaw him, that a perſon who 
had never beheld him but once, and that at a 
diſtance when he unmaſked for a few minutes 
might eatily be miftaken. There was alfo uns- 
ther reaſon, which/might contribute to her error, 
the dreſs this n wore by way of diſguiſe, 
was of the fame colour and ſomewhat of the 
faſhion, with a falſe beard, as his highneſs had 

1 on 
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on at the maſquerade: when ſhe was ſhewn the 
perſon who called himſelf the prince, (my maſter) 
the concluded that for his preſervation, they 
concealed him under the habit of an attendant, 
while the attendant perſonated the prince, in caſe 
of accidents they might encounter on their road; 
of all which ſhe made a faithful report to her 
miſtreſs, who thereon built a ridiculous project ot 
ſupplenting her royal — and — with- 
the prince. 


© The rooms in which they were confined were 
parted from thoſe appropriated to her own uſe, 
by a long gallery, and the key of the door which 
opened into it, was in the peſſaſſion of an officer-- 
entirely devoted to her confident, who under 
pretence of her mittreſs's deũre to have an vnob · 
ſerved view of theſ: extraordinary priſoners, calily 
obtained it from her iover. She nos had 
pect of acting in a character which ſhe had ah 
withed to peſonate, and be the beroine of a ro- 
mance with a prince for a lover, and realize one of 
thoſe namerous ſcenes, the peruſal of which had 
almoſt turned her brain. Accordingly at night, 
adorned to the beſt advantage, ſhe werit with her 
woman to viſit the diſtreſſad knights, and addrei- 
ling berſelf to the gentleman told him that ſhe. | 


W ftranger to his highnefls diſguiſe, and 
the metive thereof, Behold,” fays he. the re- 
ſemblance of her royal highneſs, how. ill qualified 
to reward the gallantry of ſuch an illuſtrious 
prince, (Producing the pieture of the princeſs) 

enduring 
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enduring at this moment ſuch a diſgraceful con- 
finement, and ſubjected to ſuch diſgraceful ſuſ- 
ions for her fake ; from which he may quickly 
reheved, if he will condeſcend to accept as the 
partner of his flight, her who will exert every ef- 
fort to teſtify her ſenſe of the honour ſhe enjoys, 
to the hour of her death.” 


l ' © Aniazed as they were at this incomprehenſi- 
le flouriſh, the perſon to whom it was addreſ- 


| fed winking to his companion as they happened 
| to be all together, made her an anſwer which 
Y 
| 


f favoured her miſtake, and entering. at once into 
Her character and ſtyle, accommodated himſelf 
ſo perſe&tly. to her romantic turn, that they ſoon 
came to à proper underitanding, while his com- 
"it panions ſtood aloof, when it was agreed, that his 
| | »maginary highneſs and herſelf ſhould eſcape with 
1 the reſt of the company, through her chamber 
0 the next day but one: that tbey ſhould then 
100 part, the lovers one way, and the other three. 
priſoners a different road, on horſes to be provid- 
1 ed for the purpoſe; then they were to make the 
if beſt of their way to a place appointed for their 
rendezvous. The lady then retired, highly de- 
0 lighted at the proſpect of ſo enchanting an adven- 
14 sure, the gentlemen in the mean time, t bh . 
1 ntterly at a loſs to explain how the miſtake hap- 
pened, reſpecting the perſon of the prince, or 
to what fortunate event to attribute this unex- 
pected interpofition of the lady in their favour, 
| being as much pleaſed with the proſpect of their 
[| | | liberty 3 
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liberty ; when as it fell out the evening before 
their intended flight, they were' ſaved the trouble 
of any further contrivance for their delivery, and 
the lady the refleftion ſhe would have incurred, 
by the deſertion from her father's houſe, with 
perſons who were generally accounted impaſtors 
of no common fort, by the arrival of a gentle- 
man from court, well acquainted with the perſons 

of the favourite and prince. : 


© In conſequence of this, every thing was done 
which could be thought of to palliate the offence 
that had undeſignedly been offered to their dig- 
nity, to them now only matter of amufement, 
and to drown the diſreſpect with which they had 
been treated, in the public honours to be ſhewn 
them in every town through which they were to 
paſs; and it was with-the utmoſt difficulty my 
maſter could prevail, to be fuffered to finiſh his 
journey in the way in which it was begun. The 
event of the treaty with the fatal conſequences of 
its miſcarriage to myſelf have already been related; 
and from this period you are to date the com- 
mencement of thoſe miſerĩes I experienced in the 
different transformations I ſuffered, under the 
appellation of Argal; as among other indignities 
when we are banithed or confined, we are degrad- 
ed by the impolition of a name, which has ſome 
relation to the materials whereof our priſon is 
compoſed. 


F 3 CHAP; 


106 ARG A L, ox THt 


CHAP. XV. 


Argal changes his Maſter, and enters into the ſer- 


vice of a Popiſh Priefl, of great buſineſs and 


O the rupture of the negotiation, for the 
connubial union between the royal parties, my 
maſter returned, or rather eſcaped to that king- 
dom of which he was the undoubted heir ; but 
. I, to my great regret, was left behind: for as he 
gave himſelf little concern, for an ornament to 
which he paid no reverence himſelf, he took 2 
hint of an eccleſiaſtic, who bad viſited him by 
order of his ſuperiors, with a view of K 

any proſpect he might ſee, however diſtant, 
change in his religious tenets. As he was highly 
entertaining in his converſation, and a moſt agree- 
able companion, his highneſs before his depar- 
ture, made him ſeveral preſents, and among the 
. reſt the ſacred ſilver emblem in which I was in- 
| cloſed, having greatly admired the beauty of the 
wor ip, and expreſſed a veneration for it, 


as ſanctified by its conſecration by the Pope. 


The holy father, on his return to the * 
pent 
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ſpent ſome time in contemplating the ſeveral ar- 
ticles of his highneſs's munificence, with which 
he ſeemed greatly pleaſed, till he was interrupted 
by the arrival of a young lady of exquiſite beauty, 
named Donna Terefa, of about ſixteen years of 
age: having ſeated himſelf in the confeſſional - 
chair, where he exerciſed his holy function, he 
began to reduce his features to a degree of ſere- 
nity ſuitable to the occaſion; but much as they 
were at his command. I could eaſily perceive it was 
with the utmoſt difficulty he could afſume that 
degree of auſterity, with which he was peculiarly 
happy in imprefling thoſe who had choſen hint 
for their ſpiritual director, with reverential awe. 
While nothing but the extreme fimplicity, in- 
nate modeſty, and blind veneration for her libi- 
dinous guide, could have prevented her from be- 
ing alarmed at the laſcivious looks of this execra- 
ble wretch. Have you conſidered,” he began, 
(while his wanton eyes gloated on her downcaſt 
face, as ſhe-knelt before him, in all the anxiety 
of expected denunciation of vengeance for ac- 
knowledged ſin) have you contidered of the 
heinous crime of which you have been guilty. — 
Have you ſufficiently recollected that at the very 
inſtant you were proſtrate at the ſhrine of the 
holy virgin, you ſuffered your ſpiritual devotions 
to be intruded on, and diabolically interrupted 
by worldly wanderings, and carnal thoughts; and 
ſuch was the power of Satan, into whoſe poſſeſ- 
ſion you ſeem to have precipitated yourſelf, that 
the image of Don Ferdinand, (no doubt a phan- 


tom 
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tom raiſed by the ſuggeſtions of the devil) averted 
your attention, and t before that holy re- 
f:mblance which ſhould alone have ied your 
thoughts? Have you conſidered, I fay, (raiſing 
his voice and affuming a look which had almoſt 
thrown her into fits) have you a proper ſenſe of 
the dreadful ſtate in which you are involved, and 
of the means by which you can make atonement 
to offended heaven; which as I before exhorted 
you, is the dedication of thoſe fatal charms of 
your perſon, the unhappy cauſe of your ſins, fo 
2 to your ſoul, to that power whom you 
e ſo groſly ſeandalized? 


© It was not direfly that his penitent could re- 
colle&t herſelf ſufficiently to anfwer this ſevere 
expoſtulation, the terror intowhich be bad thrown 
her having for a few minutes deprived her of all 
power of utterance. At length the tears ſtream- 
ing from her eyes, and hef beautiful boſom beav- 
ing violently with the agitation of her mind, Alas, 
holy father, replied Donna Terefa, * moſt gladly 
would I dedicate the remainder of my life to hea- 
ven; moſt joyfully would I feclude myſelf from 
the enjoyments of the world, and by ſuch a re- 
nunciation of all my brighteſt ſublunary proſpects, 
expiate my vile offence, of which I entertain the. 
moſt excrucizting ſenſe. But how can I take the 
holy vows; how can I aſſume the ſacred veil, how 
can I renounce the world and call my maker to 
witneſs to a lye, while ſtill my ſoul is filled with 
Ferdinand and love ? Oh, holy father, . 
mhle, 
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ſhe, claſping her hands, and turning up her 
ſtreaming eyes in penitential agony, mingled with 
deſpair, forgive, forgive this involuntary crime, 
and guide me in the dreadful crifts ; teach me to 
obtain remiſſion of my ſins, nor yet incur perdi- 
tion on my perjured ſoul.” 


© Hardened as my maſter was in ſcenes of 
this nature, his callous heart was for a moment 
touched by the affecting attitude and pathetic lan- 
guage of Tereſa, in which he was addreſſed, and 
could eafily perceive he was embarraſſed ; ano - 
ther reaſon of which I was not then appriſed, and 
which to my utter aſtoniſhment, he ſoon diſcloſed 
to my perception, though the extreme innocence 
of his penitent unhappily precluded her from the 
knowledge of the truth until it was too late. 
When he had enjoined her as a penance, the de- 
Cication of her beauty to the holy virgin, he by 
no means wiſhed her to take the veil, and be a 
nun. She could not have taken a ſtep more 
averſe to his wiſhes, or more detrimenta} to his 
iniquitous defigns ; beſides, he knew ſhe had an 
attachment, which militated againſt ſuch an ex- 
pedient too powerfully, had it been ever ſo con- 
ſonant to his defires, though indeed he might 
poſſibly have contrived to have made it ſubſervi- 
ent thereto in ſome degree ; but ſhe was the only 
child of Don Pedro D' Aguilar, of an illuſtrious 
houſe, the heireſs of an immenſe fortune, and 
contracted to Don Ferdinand de Portecarero, the 
only ſon of a Spaniſh grandee; their attachment 
Was 
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was mutual, and the marriage had only been de- 
ferred on account of the youth of the parties, the 
father of Ferdinand chufing his ſon ſhould attain 
his twentieth year before he ſettled in the world ; 
it would have been ſolemnized in due time, ſeem- 
ing to be attended with every concomitant cir- 
cumſtance, prognoſticating felicity to all parties, 
directly or relatively concerned. We ſhall ſoon 
ſee in the developement of contrivances, deviſed 
by this worthy member of the holy Catholic 
church, how all their expectations were fruſtrated, 
and the execution of his infernal plots ended, in 
the conſequent deſtruction of the peace and hap- 


pineſs of two of the nobleſt and moſt illuſtrious 


families in Spain. 


© Perplexed by the interpretation his penitent 
had put on the nature of the penance he had en- 
Joined, he meditated in what manner to render 
it ſubſervient to his abandoned ſcheme. « Daugh- 


ter, ſays 8 his tone, be comforted, 
y 


let me ſee you again to-morrow, in the mean time 
I will think of ſome mode of atonement that may 
entitle you to an abſolution I ſhall beſtow with 
the ſame fatisfaftion you will experience to re- 
ceive.” 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XVL 


The confeſſion of another Penitent, whoſe ſpiritual 
concerns are ſettled, to the mutual ſatigfaction 
of all parties intereſied therein. 


* DONNA Tereſa being withdrawn, was 
ſucceeded by a penitent of a very different caſt. 
Don Gafper de Ferrara was one of thoſe cavaliers, 
who inheriting from their parents a large fortune, 
and from nature as large a portion of ſpirits, with 
an unbuunded propenfity to employ it in the in- 
dulgence of voluptuous enjoyments, eſteem their 
pieaſure as the law by which they regulate their 
actions, in the gratification of which they are un- 
reſtrained by any conſiderations, human or divine. 
My maſter having taken his feat, . am come, 
ſays Don Gaſper, to acquaint you, that in obe- 
dience to your injunctions, I bave in vain endea- 
voured to combat with all my might, the at- 
tacks of the irreſiſtible attachment, which abſorbs 
every faculty, in the contemplation of the unpa- 
rallelled charms of the enchanting Donna Clara, 
your penirent. Oh ! father, my heart is conſum- 
ed by a devouring flame, which preys upon my 
life. — He had fallen in love, as it is called, with a 
young woman in . middling life, called Donna 

FRY Clara, 
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Clara, that is, he burnt with ardour for the poſ- 
ſeſſion of her perſon, he knew her confeffor's in- 
fluence over her, as her ſpiritual guide, he 
alſo _ _ — - him to be aſſured 
of obtaining his aſſiſtance at a handfome 
premium, — he could only faſhion the bu- 
ſineſs, ſo as to furniſh the prieſt with any plauſible 
pretence for favouring his iniquitous deſign, 
that might clothe it in ſome palliating garb, _ 
might attenuate the atrocity of his neceſſary aid. 
For it is an invariable rule with the fraternity, 
always to preſerve appearances, even in the per- 
petration of the moſt nefarious deeds, 


On this plan, he had hit upon a lucky expe- 
dient, to reconcile his participation in the preſent 
caſe, with his ſanftimonious regards, and furniſh 
his conſummate hypocriſy with a pretence to ac- 
quieſce, and poſſibly to take an active part. On 
theſe grounds he proceeded—what I have faid, 
alas, is not the extent * all the evil which I fear 
may reſult from my — gran. and my 

ill ſucceſs, may occaſion crimes of a much deeper 
dye than the indulgence of my unhappy love, 
which without your interpoſition in its behalf — 
My interpoſition l exclaimed my maſter, with 
his brow contracted, and his eyes inflamed, © my 
interpoſition ! what, wretch as thou art, would'ſt 
thou bave me be the pander to thy execrable 
vice? doſt thou think to make me an acceſſary to 
thy profligate conduct; but you ſhall be taught 
to repent your want of reverence to my character, 
— vhs offer to the penitential ſolem- 

ES nity, 
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nity, and this holy chair, nor Ii due atonement 
is made and accepted by the church, ſhalFſt thou 
obtain remiſſion of thy ſins, I ſay es hold,” cries 
he ſoftening his voice, as his eyes were attracted, 
by the appearance of a ſmall ſhagreen caſe, which 
Don Gaſper contrived to pull out of his pocket, 
and drop upon the floor as he drew forth his 
handkerchief, under pretence of drying tears he 
never ſhed, but in fact to hide his mirth, excited 
by the ridiculous part he had been obliged to 
play, and the exquiſite diſſimulation of his partner 
in the ſcene, © yet hold, proceeded the prieſt, 
© methought you faid. greater crimes would re- 
ſult from your forbearance, from what you have 
confeſſed you are compelled by your ungovern- 
able paſſion to eommit : this muſt be inftantly- 
explained. Far be it from me, replied Don 
Gaſper, afſuming an air of the moſt obſequious 
humility, © to offer the-leaſt indignity to you, 
much leſs to ſolicit your affiſtance in any thing 
derogatory to the honour of that on you 
ſo eminently adorn ; and had not your laudable 
zeal ſo piouſly intervened, I ſhoyld bave acquaint- 
ed you, that I now rather come for your ſpirityal - 
advice and comfort, in the lamentable conflifts 1 
daily undergo. You know Donna Laura, the 
unhappy wife of Diego d' Alcantara, twin fiſter to 
Donna Clara, and ſo perfect is their reſemblance 
to each other, that they can ſcarcely be diſtin- 
guiſned. Now much do I fear, that I ſhall 
transfer the affection I bear to one fiſter, into a 


ſtronger paſſion for the other, who you know. 
was forced into a marriage with her ſuperan- 


nuated 
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nuated ſpouſe, a circumſtance joined to others, 
which gives me reaſon to think I ſhall in that 
quarter eaſilxy prevail. Should this be the cafe, 
and ſuch is the unhappy and ungovernable nature 
of my conftitution, (though I tremble with horror 
at the thought of ſuch complicated fin) that I fear 
it will coſt the life of Diego, or my own, nay, poſ- 
fibly that of both may pay the forfeiture of my 
crime; to live longer in my preſent ſtate, the 
conſtant prey of a conſuming fire, I will: not in- 
dure, and if you will not ſpeak comfort to my 
_ diſtracted foul, I am determined to rid myſelf of 
2 life which is now become a burthen to my ſenſe. 
In the mean time as an expiation for my involun- 
tary tin, I beg leave to offer this jewel (preſenting 
the caſe) to enrich our lady of Loretto's ſhrine, 
or to be diſpoſed of in any other holy ſervice, as 
to your wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet, as a a peace of- 
fering to the offended church. 


© My maſter having ws a caſual view of the 
diamond, of which he was a perfe& judge, and 
thrown it careleſsly into the table drawer ; Son, 
fays he, I tremble for your condition, murder, 
adultery, and ſuicide | it muſt not be ; right glad 


dm L that you have by your ſtruggles evinced the 


purity of your will, deficient as you are in ſtrength 
to combat the frailty of the fleſh ; but, alas! to 
err is the inheritance of man.” Here he actually 
ſhed tears, in which, with an equal degree of hy- 
pocriſy and joy, he was accompanied by Gaſ _ 

the former at having obtained the only jew | 
eſteemed worth having, the other at the certain 
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proſpect of obtaining one, on which he ſet a 
higher price; and they continued their dolo- 
rous duet, (though neither of them was deceived 
by this prepoſterous grimace) with an equal de- 
gree of artifice, till my maſter reſumed his dif- 
courſe in the following terms—* Though evil 
ſhould be avoided if pofhible, there are degrees of 
vice, and it is certainly not only pardonable, but 
adviſable, to admit the inevitable commiſſion 
a {mall crime, for the prevention of a more atro- 
cious fan ; but let me ng arty”; aohng to 
ſummon to your aid, the efficacy of grace, and 

engage in fervent prayer, that you may be en- 
. dowed with fortitude, ſufficient to withſtand the 
temptation into which, through the wiles of Satan, 
you are fallen. In this ſtyle he continued to 
harangue Gaſper for a quarter of an hour, who 
knew his man too well to doubt of his amour 
with Clara, being attended with the fame ſuc- 
ceſs, he had already experienced with her ſiſter 
Laura; but finding the religious ſcruples of the 
former were the only impediment to his wiſhes, 
he had been under the neceſſity of having re- 
courſe to the aſſiſtance of the prieſt, an expence 
the libidinous and experienced diſpoſition of the 
latter had ſaved him; his amour with her having 
turniſhed him with the hint, of making her 
name fubſervient to the. attainment of his deſires 
with Clara, in ſatisfying the demands of hypocri- 
ſy, and affording my maſter a pretext for pro- 
moting his new intrigue, that he might prevent 
an · adulterous crime, in which he had long in- 
dulged, and with which he had been long ſur- 
feited before. | They 
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They now parted, Gaſper to enjoy the ſuc- 
ceſs of a negotiation, which had ſurpaſſed his 
hopes, the prieſt to contemplate the wages of ini- 
quity 3 which he found to be of ſuch value, that 
he would for ſuch another, have been inftrumen- 
tal in the violation of all the virgins in Madrid. 


In this pleaſing occupation he was interrupted by 
the arrival of Donna Clara herſelf. It is need- 
leſs to relate the artful and infidious arguments 
he uſed ; few were neceſſary to induce her to 
follow her inclinations, and when ſhe found her 
direftor not only connived at, but even tolerated 
it under the ſpecious pretext of committing a 
ſmall evil to obviate a great one, painting her as 
about to engage ina ſtate of martyrdom, to the 
eſervation of a frail fiſter, that | 
be plunged in adulterous fin, whoſe name he in- 
duſtriouſly concealed, ſhe no longer heſitated ; 
but with a pretended reluftance ſuffered herſelf 
to be prevailed on, by the fallacious argument of 
the prieſt, who obtained a ſeeming}y extorted 
promiſe from her, to devote herſelf to this cha- 
ritable exploit in her lover's arms. Gladly 
would he have anticipated Gaſper in the pleaſure 
he was te experience in conſequence of his ad- 
vice; but his penetration had informed him, 
that the lady was in fact, a devotee, only in ap- 
pearances, and whatever deference ſhe might 
acknowledge for his opinion, where it coincided 
with her own inclinations, it would be a work of 
danger, and unſucceſsful to make any attempt for 
ſupplanting one, who had got poſſeſſion of her 
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heart, as ſhe had not that timidity of which ſhe 
was about to take advantage, and which aided 
him to undermine the virtue of Donna Terefa ; 
and indeed Clara in the whole proceſs of her 
ruin was (though ſhe ſcarce was conſcious of it} 
as great a hypocrite as himſelf ; but fuch was the 
effect of her application to him, upon 
all occaſions, and ſuch the efficacy of his advice 
which he Aways qualified according to the diffe- 
rent difpoſitions of his applicants, that it pre- 
ſently reconciled her to herfelf, and ſtifſed all 
internal reproaches, at the refleftions which, not« 
withſtanding, would ariſe, on the infamous facri- 
fice the was about to The event of this 
affair did not come to my knowledge, as they did 
not viſit my maſter again, during the ſhort time 
I was in bis poſſeſſion; but the parties being 

» it no doubt terminated according to 
the wiſhes of Don Gaſper, and the general fatis- 
faction of all 


© The buſineſs of the day being over, his re- 
verence went to the refectory, where he made 
himſelf ample amends for the labour and trouble 
he had undergone ; recruiting his ſpirits in the 
true epicurean ſty'e, regailing with every dainty, 
natural and forced, that money could procure, 
till nature ſinking under the conſequence of glut- 
tony and intoxication, and he could gormandize 
no more, he retired to reſt. 


© Having ſlept off the effects of his debauch, 
his firſt thoughts on waking were employed in 
deviſing 
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devifing a plan for his proceedings with his ex- 
pected penitent, Donna Tereſa D' Aguilar. Had 
it been a common buſineſs, he would have made 
ſhort work of it, and have accuſed her of hereſy 
to the inquiſition, (of which he was a member) 
but beſides the dread of the great power of her 
opulent family, the father of her lover was alfo 
an officer of that holy tribunal, ſuperior in ſta- 
tion, and greater in credit than himſelf ;; this was 
therefore an impracticable ſcheme. After much 
deliberation he reſolved on another, the ſcene of 
action, and agency of which, were entirely com- 
prehended in his own perſon and domain; but 
this was only in caſe of being driven to extre- 
mities for the accompliſhment of his wiſh. 
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CHAP. XVIL 


traordinary Penance enjoined, and executed with 
Jngular addreſs. 


Ar the hour appointed, Danna Tereſa 
ſummoned him to the confeffional. « Well, 
daughter, ſays he, © have you endeavoured. to 
conquer that profane attachment, the ſource of a 
deſtructive averſion, to a ſeclufion from the world, 
and all its vain allurements, of which Satan hourly 
avails himſelf, to inveigle the corrupted foul, og 
whoſe empire, when you were here y 
you indicated ſuch indubitable marks? 
Father, replied ſhe, © I have ſtruggled night 
and day, and have at length attained to fuch a 
frame of mind, that I think, I think, that 
I can forego all the happineſ: 12 pected in this. 
world, even Don — ava himſelf, for that 
which will never have an end.” This was a. 
ſtroke for which my maſter was totally unpre- 
pared, and was only to be attributed to a little, 
quarrel then ſubſiſting between the lovers, in 
which ſhe had imbibed an unjuſt ſuſpicion of 
Ferdinand's truth, that afterwards was ſoon made 


on” 
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up. To me his diſappointment was evidently 
viſible, and to conceal it from her, as well as to 
gain time to conſider how he ſhould proceed, 
he fell into a violent fit of coughing. 


At length recovering Are you ſure, ſays 
he, © that no larking defre, no tranſiemt carnal 
will ever intrude, to interrupt the con- 
tinual devotion you muft then purſue, or ſtain 
the ſpotleſs purity of mind you muſt there pre- 

: can you, with unremitted perſeverance, 
R vigils, and other 
entiaf ſeverities enjoined you to endure, in 
the ſequeſtered receſſes of the cloiſter, where, if 
the feaft ſhadow of a worldly wiſh pervades 


your heart, you heap perdition on your abandon- 


geance, in caſe of her apoſtacy, that the ter- 
rifiet object of his threats, unequal ts the con- 


At, was near falling in a fit and recaating, 


became fo averſe to a monaſtic life, that his 
ſophiſtry wauld in all probability have failed, 


to have reconciled her thereunto, an experi- 


ment he was by no means inclinable to make, 
Since then you cannot anſwer for yourſelf,” 

ſumed he, a difficulty certainly commend- 
able in itſelf, I have been thinking what atone- 


ment you can make; and I know of none fo 


appoſite, or fo acceptable to the holy virgin, 
as 


: 
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as the ſacrifice of the firſt fruits of that beauty, 


which, as 1 ſaid before, is the th oe; 
unhappy crime.” 


© Such was 8 and fim- 

icity of Tereſa, that as yet ſhe had not the 
leaſt idea of his drift, or the nature of the 
ſacrifice he required; nor was it till after ſeveral 
converſations, that ſhe comprehended the ſcope 
of his deſign; in the courſe of which, he gra- 
dually unfolded to her perception, that be would 
perſonally take poſſeſſion of her charms, in the 
name of that Being to whoſe chaſtity ſhe had of- 
fered ſuch a groſs offence; the ſenſuality he ex- 
plained away, by a nice diſcrimination between 
the commiſſion of an act perpetrated with a vo- 
luptnous view, and the expiatory offering to be 
made by her. Replete as ſhe was with bigotry, 
and prepoſſeſſed with an opinion of her paſtor's 
ſanctity, ſhe was ſtartled at this daring and groſs 
violation of honour, chaſtity, and virtuous fame 3 
clothed as it was in ſuch a holy garb, and qua- 
lified with the ſpecious arguments of ſacerdotal 
ſophiſtry, and jeſuitical addreſs ; of this my maſ- 
ter was ſo ſenfible, that he determined to call in 
the aſſiſtance of certain terrific contrivances he 
had fabricated, to intimidate a virtue no elo- 
quence had power to lull afleep, and no rhetori- 
cal prieſtcraft could furniſh reaſons to ſubdue. 
He therefore broke up the conferences with theſe 
words, But let us not be raſh; to-morrow we 


will ſcek the virgin in prayer, perhaps ſhe may 
| G ike 
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manifeſt herſelf to us, and — — her 


gracious will.” 


| © The next morning at a very early hour he 
completed the neceſſary diſpoſitions for the de- 
ceptions he intended to practiſe on the deluded 
fair. At a convenient diſtance from his convent 
was a {mall chapel, dedicated to our lady of Com- 
poſtella, which had been many years ago endow- 
ed as a chauntry, for the maintenance of a prieſt, 
who was at certain ſtated periods, to pray for the 
ſouls: of the founders, according to the ancient 
well known ſuperſtition of the times ; an inſtitu- 
tion which was productive of a vaſt revenue to 
the holy ſee. But the lands attached thereto, 
having been ſequeſtered by the hand of power, 
and ſwallowed up in the changes conſequential to 
the military and civil commotions of the ſtate, it 
had long been diſuſed for that purpoſe, and ſerved 
as a repoſitory, for the trumpery and lumber, 
uſed in the miraculous mummery, practiſed by 
the prieſts. This chapel, of which by his office, 
he had the ſole management and key, and in 

which was an image of the holy virgin, with a 
cloſet contiguous thereto, he fixed on as the ſcene 


of action, and prepared in a manner hereafter 
deſcribed. 


© On the morning of the day which he had 
deſtined for the performance of a farce, he little 
imagined would have fo tragical an end, he re- 
paired to the houſe of his victim's parents, over 
whom he had the mon unlimited ſway, and ac- 
| 2 auainted 
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quainted them, it was become neceſſary to inflict 
a flight corporal penance on her at the holy 
ſhrine, before he could abfolve her from ſome 
errors ſhe had fallen into ſince her laſt confeſſion; 
for which purpoſe, he would ſend for her for the 

eater privacy, to the convent at midnight : 
with this they unfortunately acquieſced. Ac- 
cordingly every thing being ready, at the appoint- 
ed time, ſhe arrived, and was conducted to the 
chapel, which was hung with black, and other- 
wife furniſhed with every thing calculated to in- 
ſpire horror and diſmay. Here they continued 
for the ſpace of half an hour, when on their ear- 
neſt interceſſion, that the virgin would declare 
her pleaſure, loud and repeated claps of thunder 
were heard, at firſt diſtant, but by degrees ap- 
proaching, till they ſeemed to be entering the 
room; at the ſame time the veil ef the image 
dropped off, and its head appeared, encircled with 
a glory of reſplendent fire, over which in flam- 
ing characters was written, Ihe virgin demands a 


facrifice. Various parts of the chapel were ſud- 


denly illuminated, and the found of the thunder 
was altered from that full toned, rumbling noiſe, 
which denotes its diſtance and departure to ano- 
ther quarter, to thoſe ſudden leſs majeſtic, but 
more alarming rattling cracks, which threaten the 
terrified auditors with inſtant diſſolu ion, con- 
cluding with an explc ſion enough to daunt an in- 
fidel of the moſt hardened mind. No wonder 
then ſuch a ſcene with all the reſemblance of a 
ſupernatural agency, which would have ſtartled 
a perſon of ordinary courage, had an inſtantaneous 

G 2 effect 
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effect on a girl naturally timid, aided with the ter - 
ror of imaginary guilt, heightened by the appre- 
henfion of the divine vengeance it had incurred, 
enforced by the denunciation my maſter had been 
pronouncing againſt her, to mollify her heart. 


© The terrified lady inſtinctively clung to him, 
with all the ſtrength ſhe had, and uttering a loud 
ſcream, fainted in his arms, in which condition 
did this monſter in human ſhape bear her to the 
foot of the altar, already prepared for the occa- 
fion, and there, regardleſs of her ſenſeleſs fitua- 
tion, perpetrated an outrage which none but Sa- 
tan, or his repreſentatives, could have had the 
heart to perform, and which even I beheld with 
that kind of momentary ſhudder, which you par- 
ticularize by ſaying, ſomebody is paſſing over your 
graves. | 


© The fire of his brutal appetite being quench- 
ed, afterindulging a ſavage delight, in the con- 
templation of the ruin he had cauſed, he began 
to be terribly alarmed, at perceiving ſhe was till 
in a ſtate of inſenfibility, without pulſe or mo- 
tion; having in vain endeavoured to reſtore her, 
the uſual methods of adminiſtering water, eſ- 
ſences, and drops, (all which with a prudent fore- 
fight he had provided) he entertained the moſt 
dreadful apprehenfions for the mortal conſe- 
quences which might enſue, her ſpirit ſeeming to 
be fled ; it was a quarter of an hour before ſhe 
ſhewed any ſigns of life, and when ſhe did, they 
were of ſhort duration, as ſhe relapſed _— 
er 
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after fit, attended with ſtrong convuliions ; he 
then curſed the fertiliry of his invention, the ef- 
fects of which had ſo far exceeded his intents, 
and which he had now reaſon to thick would in- 
volve him in diſgrace and death; but he was ſuf- 
fered upon earth a little longer, and ſpared at 
preſent, that he might publicly expiate his of- 
fence, (as will ſoon be related) and be a more 
ſtriking example to wretches like himſelf. 


At length nature being exhauſted, could ex- 
ert itſelf no longer, amd ſhe muſt have funk under 
the debilitating conflict ſhe underwent : when her 
ſenſes returning as her paruxiſms ſubſided, ſhe 
opened her eyes to the great joy of my maſter, 
and ſtared wildly round, as if conſcious of what 
had been tranſacted in her helpleſs ſtate, when 
the firſt object preſented to her ſight, was another 
inſcription over the virgin's head, in the room 
of the for mer I he virgin is appeaſed. The ſable 
hangings being removed, the thunder ceaſed, and 
the lights extinguiſhed, when the whole ſuddenly 
flaſhed upon her mind, with inſtant conviction of 
the truth, and recellecting her ſituation, ſhe ſuf- 
fered ſuch a violent burſt of grief, that it re- 
quired the utmoſt exertion of my mafter's fill 
to prevent her relapſing again into the ſituation 
from which the was with ſuch difficulty recalled, 
to life: at length his ſophiſtry prevailed, and 


having granted her a plenary abſolution, he 
himſcif conducted her to her paternal home. 


© It 
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© It is now time to explain to you the con- 
trivances by which wy maſter impoſed upon his 
pevitent with ſuch ſucceſs, which will be done 
in a very few words. The veil of the image 
and hangings had been ſuſpended by fine fiik 
firings that run through pullies, fixed in the roof 
of the chapel: the image ſtood on a pedeſtal in 
a nitch, with its head within an inch of the top, 
where the pulley was fixed, the ſtrings were con- 
ducted along the wall by means of other pullies, 
till they reached my maſter's chair, when the 
ends were conveniently placed, ſo that he could 
by lengthening or ſhortening them, raife or lower 
the veil at pleaſure. The luminary part of the 
buſineſs was the effect of phoſphorous and other 
chemical preparatiors, in which he was a perfect 
adept ; and theſe tranſparencies were either diſ- 
cloſed, or hid by his management of fliers, n 
grooves, governed by ſtrings and pullies on tue 
{ame conſtruction by which the veil was elevated 
or depreſſed. The two inſcriptions over the 
head of the image, and the glory were alſo ma- 
naged by ſliders one above another, all of which 
were concealed by pictures hung before them, 
which he lowered at pleaſure by a ſimilar contri- 
vance. But to prevent all poſſibility of detection, 
he never difplaved his illuminations till he had 
ſufficiently terrified her with the thunder, which 
was contrived by a common deception often 
uſed by the proprietors of public ſhews. 


Having provided ſeveral large pliable ſheets 
of copper and iron, he fixed them in wooden 
| frames 
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. 
frames in the cloſet, ſo that they were confined 
at top and bottom, and capable of concuſſion in 
the middle, where he bored a hole in each; 
through theſe he inſerted a cord, and. ſdcuring 
them with a knot on the further fide, he united 
them to another cord, which paſſed through a 
hole in the cloſet door, and one in the back of 
his wooden chair, wherein he tar ; fo that pul- 


ling the main cord he gave motion to all the plate 
at once. 


Such as are not acquainted with this device, 
might eaſily be deceived by the agitation of a 
ſingle plate. When the encreafing- operation of 
this machinery had acted on the fears of the lady, 
who was kneeling before him with her face to 
the image, and her back to him, he diſplayed his 
fireworks, by drawing his ſliders, and with a 
ſudden jerk with the cord by which he com- 
manded his thunder, he ditengaged the plates 
from their frames, which fell to the ground with 
a dreadful clangour, ſtriking againſt each other, 
and occaſioned the horrible exploſion which pre- 
pared her mind for his fubſequent impoſitions, 
the effects of which we have already deſcribed. 
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CH AP. XVIII. 


Continued.—He relates the effefts of the foregoing 
agventure, and the dreadful conſequences reſult- 
mg to himſeif, and all parties concerned therein. 


H I 5 grand point being accompliſhed, my 
maſter found very little difficulty in m— 
his penirent to her ſituation, and ſoon prevaile 
ou her to fubmit to a repetition of her penance, 
and repeat the ſacrifice ſhe had already made. 


© To perſons unacquainted with the unbound- 
ed authority with which the holy paſtors are in- 
veſted, over the minds of their infatuated flocks, 
this may appear extraordinary. But the influence 
of fanatical enthufiaſn, in thoſe days was indefi- 
nite. The firſt maxim that my maſter had in- 
culcated in the mind of Tereſa, and others who 
had choſen him for their guide from their infancy, 
vas, that the fathers of the holy mother church 
can never err: having thus eſtabliſhed the doc- 
trine of infallibility, he had proceeded to inſtruct 
her, that they often had recourſe to ways and 
means for the accompliſhment of their pious pur- 


poles, entirely incomprehenſible, on account of 


their 


en” ct 
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their intricacy to the reſt of mankind, but more 
particularly the profane. 


© As his cautious diſſimulation had hitherto 
availed to ſhield his character from detection, it 
was no wonder he was able to prevail on her to 
continue a commerce commenced under the fanc- 
tion of an atonement tothe church ; a precedent 
of which we find in the Mahometan code, as that 
impoſtor had the addreſs to convince his nu- 
merous diſciples, that no woman, be her ſtation 
or condition what it would, was contaminated by 
his embrace. Nor was my maſter under the 
leaſt apprehenſions for the natural conſequence 
for this infamous and cruel deed. He knew the 
was to be married in a week, when it would be 
her own intereſt to conceal what had paſſed, 
ſhould ſhe repent, or have the audacity to think 
of revealing what he had urged as her duty to 
conceal. But vengeance- was at hand, the time 
approached when the veil of hypocriſy was to be 
torn away, and he was to be unfolded to the 
world, appear in his proper colours, finally meet 
the due reward of all his diabolical proceedings, 
and that by one of thoſe accidents againſt which 
no human foreſight could provide. 


© A few days before that fixed on for the 
marriage of Don Ferdinand de Portacarero, and 
Donna Tereſa D' Aguilar, the former by reaſon 
of a ſudden irruption of the Moors, was ordered 
to join the army, (in which he held a conſiderable 
poſt) without delay. Having taken a tender and 
haſty 
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haſty leave of his intended bride, (who had more 
reaſon than her diſappointed nuptials, to be over- 
whelmad at this unexpected ſeparation) he obeyed 
the calls of duty and honour with all the cheer- 
fulneſs he could aſſume, comforting himſelf that 
he ſhould poſſibly have an opportunity of 2 
chieving ſome exploit, which wight render him 
more worthy of his miſtrets's love; whom in the 
mean time, he wiſhed to retire from Madrid, and 
reſide in the country (whither they were ſhortly 
ro retire for the ſummer) till his return. Her 
father's country feat lying in his road, he had ac- 
cordingly accompanied them ſo far, and then 
proczeded to join an army by whom he was 
adored for all thoſe military qualities which 
rendered him famous as a ſoldier, and to whom 
he was endeared by the more conciliating virtues 
of juſtice, humanity, and honour, which aiade 
him valued as a man. 


It was at the very moment that my maſler 
was congratulating hiniſelf on the ſucceſs of his 
itratagem, and enjoyed in idea, the cruel triumph 
he had gained, that he heard of theſe tranſactions. 
He received it in the ſame manner as a criminal, 
cajoled by an Old Bailey miſcreant with the 
certainty of a pardon, does the warrant for his 
death. He was not however without hopes that 
no conſequences would enſue, or that Don Ferdi- 
nand might return in time to adopt the witneis 
of his impious guilt, venr;ng the rage of appre- 
henſive horror on the Moors, whom he inceſ- 
ſantly curſed with the moſt bitter nn. 
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of vindictive wrath. In the mean time, week 
after week rolled on, and there was no proſpect 
of an end to the campaign, while the town was 
filled with the news of Ferdinand's military deeds, 
who was at length taken prifoner, and it was 
four months before he was exchanged. | 


If the news of theſe events filled my maſter 
with alarm, how was it increaſed, when Tereſa 
contrived to let him know that ſhe was pregnant. 
The commiſſion of one fin is fo often the occaſion 
of a multitude, that no perſon when once he 
ſteps aſide Go the paths of rectitude, can with 
certainty preſume to ſay Thus far will I go, 
while the ſucceeding errors are often of a deeper 
dye than the original, and primary deviation 
from the rules of right, of which they were the 
conſequent effect; the propriety of this remark 
was verified in the preſent caſe, for the prieſt now 
conceived the idea of ſhifting the burden of his 
iniquity from himſelf, to him who from the well 
known attachment that ſubſiſted between them, 
could with the greateſt probability be accuſed 
thereof. To do this, it was neceſſary to remove 
the ſuppoſirious perpetrator, of the crime, for 
precluding certain detection and diſgrace. There 
was only one method to effect this Dead men 
tell no tales,'—he therefore reſolved the lover 
ſhould be murdered ; as to his penitent, he gave 
himſelf no thought concerning her, for her lover 
dead, he made no doubt of her keeping a ſecret, 
it would then anſwer no purpoſe to reveal, and 
that ſhe would eafily be prevailed on to avow her 

| | | having 
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having given bim the laſt, and fatal proof of her 
affection, before his departure to the camp. 


© The very day of the arrival of the aſſaſſins at 
the army, who were to have diſpatehed the 1 
Ferdinand (the Moors having been routed) ob- 
tained leave to return to Madrid; and he alight- 
ed at the door of the count & Aguilar, before they 
had the leaſt intimation of his approach ; where 
the ſcene that was exhibited to his view, and the 


reception he met with, ſurpaſſed all his con- 


jectures to comprehend. His miſtreſs was in 
ſtrong convulſions, the unhappy parents in ago- 
nies of alternate grief and rage for her ſituation, 
and the reſentment at the difgrace which 
threatened their illuſtrious houſe, vitible to them 
in her perſonal appearance ; while he, inſtead of 
being received with that warmth of friendthip, 
which as one ſo ſoon to be nearly allied to them, 
he had reaſon to expect, was loaded with every 
opprobrious reproach, which reſentment could 
ſuggeſt, terminating in threats of vengeance, due 
to the enormity of an imagined crime, in the ſe- 
duction of their only child. Don Ferdinand was 
a man of the ſtrifteft honour, and had a young 
man aſperſed him with half the aſperity with 
which the Count had exprefled himſelf, in all 
likelihood fomething fatal would have happened 
on the ſpot. But tho” brave, his courage was 


tempered with diſcretion. It was not the flaſh 


of momentary fire, but the cool and ſteady retult 
of honourable worth; he regarded the Count, 
the father of the woman whom he loved, at the 


fame 
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fame time that he reſpected his venerable age; 
furprized, confounded, and incenſed as he was, 
he ſaw ſome unfortunate calamity had occurred, 
and that it was then no time for explanation, his 
aſſiſtance being rejected, himſelf reviled, treated 
with contempt, and all the endeavours he uſed by 
enquiry to develope the extraordinary ſcene he 
had been witneſs to, being anfwered with a per- 
emptory diſmiſſion from the houſe. He there- 
fore retired, reſolving in his own mind never to 
return, till ſummoned to receive an ample ſatiſ- 
faction, with due conceſſions, for the indignities 
he had there ſuſtained, which he placed to the 
account of ſome inconceivable miſtake; the con- 
icioufnefs of his own integrity aſſuring him, they 
were as unmerited from them, as they were unex- 


peed by himſelf. 


© It was not long he waited'for an explanation. 
He had arrived at the critical moment, when the 
parents of Tereſa had diſcovered her fituation, 
which ſhe had with the utmoſt difficulty concealed 
till then; but at laſt the ſeverity of hen diſorder, 
and the grief under which ſhe laboured, rendered 
it im poffible any longer to bear up under her 
corporal and mental woes ; and ſhe could no 
longer avoid obſervation, to do which, ſhe had 
hitherto recourſe to ſuch means, to diſguiſe the 
alteration in her ſhape, as threw her into the 
firuation above deſcribed, at the very inſtant Don 
Ferdinand arrived. The means undertaken by 
her mother on the inſtant for her recovery, be- 
trayed the occaſion of her complaint; as they 


* 
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knew that no perſon had acceſs to her but Fer- 
dinand, ſo as to have an opportunity to accompliſh 
her ruin, (for of my pious maſter they did not 
entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion) they naturally con- 
cluded he had taken undue advantage of her af- 
fection, to overwhelm them in a calamity, which 
was aitended with ſuch excefs of grief. It was 
therefore no wonder they gave him « reception, 
as inhoſpitable, and inimical to him, as they ſup- 


yoſed his conduct had been injurious to them- 


ſelves. The beſt advice was procured, when her 
violent agitations brought on a miſcarriage, at- 
tended with ſymptoms, that in the opinion of the 
faculty, foretold a certain and a ſpeedy diſſolution. 
Hitherto there had been no intervals, which had 
itted an explanation; when ſhe was more 
compoſed, and they in the tendereſt manner in- 
terrogated her on the circumſtances of her diſ- 
treſs, ſhe was obſtinately dumb to every queſtion 

which was aſked. 
© Having lain two days in a ſtate of ſeeming 
inſenſibility, ſhe had a favourable intermiſſion, 
and deſired to ſee her parents; after thanking 
them for all their indulgence and unremitting 
love, ſhe requeſted, as the laſt favour which ſhe 
ſhould be able to require, or they have an op- 
portunity/tq grant, that Don Ferdinand might be 
ſent for without delay; when ſhe would before 
her parents, (her uncle who bappened to be there) 
and her lover, diſcloſe the ſtory of her fall, which 
as ſhe felt herſelf declining faſt, ſhe wiſhed ſhould 
be properly atteſted. Averſe as her father was 
to any interview with him, whom he made no 
doubt, 
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doubt, ſhe intended publicly to reproach, yet 
finding her relapſe into her former ſilence on his 
demur, curious to learn the particulars of what 
he almoſt feared to hear, and perſuaded by his 
brother, who having obſerved the whole ſcene, 
with an impartial eye, thought the conduct of 
Ferdinand inconliſtent with his guilt, he at length 
conſented ; on which the latter himſelf went and 
fetched him from Madrid, thoꝰ not · without ſome 
reluctance on the part of Ferdinand ; till the cir- 
cumſtances, and the earneſt deſire of Tereſa, to 
behoid him once again before ſhe died, were re- 
lated. Deſirous, however, to exculpate himſelf, 
and anxious for the explanation of what he had 
een, when he arrived, (as nothing had tranſpired) 
he returned with the uncle to their country 
houſe ; where Donna Tereſa in the preſence of 
her father, mother, uncle, lover, and two no- 
taries, often interrupted with the anguiſh ſhe ſuſ- 
tained, gave a minute relation upon oath, of the 
whole tranſaction between my maſter and herſelf. 
Having thus to the aſtoniſhment of all her 
hearers, diſburthened her mind of the load 
which had long oppreſſed it, the, contrary to ”= 
opinion of every one, from that day bega 
mend in her health, which ſhe recovered-to far 
as to become a member of the family, but was 
ſoon ſeized with filent melancholy z and after 
retiring into a convent, where, her reaſon by 
degrees forſaking her, ſhe lingered for ſome 
time, and expired univerſally lamented, raving 
mad. — Io return to my maſter.— 


Entirely 
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Entirely ignorant of all that paſſed, from his 
fuſpenſe he endured the torments of the damned ; 
from which he was ſoon relieved by a certainty 
which ſhook his ſoul with apprehenſion of im- 
pending fate. In hourly expectation of the news 
of Ferdinand's difeaſe, he heard that every par- 
ticular had come to light, and his victim ſafe 


arrived, beyond the power of his arts. Applica- 


tion having been made to the proper magiſtrates, 
he was apprehended and impriſoned, at the very 
inſtant he was meditating future miſchief, to ſe- 
cure himſelf by the deſtruction of the lady, when 
ſhe ſhould return from the country ; and was 
actually then employed in mixing up the dofe, | 
wherewith he intended to execute his wicked 
purpoſe, that the meaſure of his iniquity might 
be complete. F 


© The myſtery of the ſupernatural appearances | 
were then explained on ſearching the chapel, | 
which had perples ed the examination of Tereſa's 
narrative. Every poſſible means were exerted 
by the holy church, to ſmother the abhorrent 
flame kindled in the minds of all ranks, degrees 
and ſects, by the report of this affair; or at leaſt 
to give it ſuch a perverted conſtruction, as to take | 
off the odium with which the prieſthood was 
univerſally ſtigmatiſed therefor. When all their 
endeavours failed, they ftrained every nerve to 
avert the everlaſting ſcandal which muſt inevi- 
tably follow his execution, and overwhelm the 
holy office in diſgrace. 


© But 
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* But the united intereſt of Portacarero and 
IY Aguilar carried all before it; his guilt was 
further aggravated by the capture of the aſſaſſins, 
hired to murder Ferdinand; who being threaten- 
ed with the rack, after they had made an un- 
ſucceſsful attempt on the perſon who fucceeded 
to the quariers of Don Ferdinand, of whoſe ab- 
ſence they were ignorant, and finding there was 
no hope of protection from my maſter, (whoſe 
inſtruments they had long been) confeſſed all 
they knew of his enormous life; in the courſe 
of which, ſuch ſcenes of iniquity were opened 
to the public view, as were of themſelves ſuf- 
ficient to bring him to his end, and he was 
condemned to tuffer a death, to which in his 
inquifitorial capacity he had often been acceſſary, 
in bringing the unhappy wretches who were ſo 
miſerable, on account of their wealth, or opini- 
onative oppoſition, to become the victims of that 
accurſed court. Every effort to fave him having 
failed, they at length prevailed ſo far, as to ob- 
tain a temporary reſpite, during which they en- 
deavoured to procure an order from court for a 
private execution; doubtful of the event, and 
being too well guarded to ſtrangle him, as they 
withed to do, in priſon, they applied to Rome, 
and poſſibly their application might have met 
with undeſerved ſucceſs, but heaven, whoſe mercy 
no doubt was exhauſted, and wearied with the 
repeated inſults offered it, could no longer tole- 
rate the exiſtence of ſuch a being on the habitable 
globe; and tho” for wiſe ends, (beyond the reach 
of our ſhallow perception) it ſuffers the temporary 

in- 
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influence of our ſpecies to prevail, will often in 
your world make ſtriking examples of its juſtice 
on the ſpot; one of which was now to be ex- 
hibited in the perſon of my maſter, and for the 
greater efficacy of the warning it was to convey, 
in the moſt public manner, attended with cir- 
cumſtances which bid defiance to the lenity of 


the legiſlature, or the palliating ſecret reſources 
of the church. 


©It has been already related, that Don Ferdi- 
nand was infinitely dear to the army, the corps 
which were particularly under his command, 
were chiefly compoſed of Hugenots ; who having 
fled from perſecution, and being harraſſed, to 
avoid further calamities had become Catholics, 
at leaſt to outward appearance. The mild un- 
bigotted, though zealous fervour which he had 
always exhibited for his religion, had induced 
the wiſdom of the council to unite them in one 
body, whereof he was conſtituted general, in 
hopes that he would reconcile them to the change, 
"Ns fo their allegiance to the ſtate. On the 
| for my maſter, while they waited for their 
aniwer from the Pope, a rumour had ſpread 
among the troops that he was pardoned, and 
their general confined in the priſon of the inqui- 
fition, and to be delivered over to the ſecular arm; 
on this report they determined to fave their be- 
loved commander, and to exact vengeance on his 
foe. They took their meaſures accordingly, and 
forcing their officers along with them, at a -on- 
certed ſignal, a large body appeared in arms, and 
| marching 
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marching all night, at day-break entered the 
capital, from which they were quartered not 
above eight hours march Having in vain ſought 
for Ferdinand in the priſon, which they broke 
open, they ſurrounded that where my maſter 
was confined, whom they dragged forth, while 
others were preparing the faggots and the ſtake 
without. 


It was at this inſtant the general arrived, 
and though perhaps lecretly pleaſed at the event, 
endeavoured to appeaſe them; but they had 
gone too far to recede. For once they diſobeyed 
and made him take his poſt; then forming a 
large circle round the pile, one of them in a 
rough but honeſt ſpeech harrangued the innume- 
rable multitude, which on the news of this extra- 
ordinary fight had collected; ſetting forth the 
enormity of his deeds, they ſet fire to the wood, 
and my maſter was burnt to death, amongſt the 
acclamations of the ſoldiers, who enjoyed the 
excruciating pangs he felt, which were height- 
ened by every means that vengeance could dic- 
tate, and a due deteſtation of his crimes ſuggeſted, 
after which they peaceably retired. 


© The civil puniſhment, or eccleſiaſtical excom- 
munication of ſnch a body, who had only anti- 
cipated an act of juſtice, was a work of danger 
the government therefore unanimouſly agreed to 
let the buſineſs drop, eſpecially as the offenders 
were newly converted to the faith, and the Pope 
in his anſwer, which arrived that very day from 


Rome, 


740 AR G ATL, ox Trt 


Rome, abſolutely refuſed to interfere in his be- 
half, while he ſecretly fent orders to put him 
privately to death. To finiſh this cataſtrophe of 
the ſeveral performers in this tragedy, without 
future interruption, ſuffice it to fay, that Ferdi- 
nand returned to the wars which broke out ſoon 
after, where he quickly found the honourable 
death he ſought, and the miſerable parents ſoon 
ſunk down with ſorrow to the grave.—Such was 
the conſequence of bigotry and unlimited confi- 
dence in a Romiſh prieſt. 


It was on this occaſion that I firſt experi- 
enced the pains of transformation, to which the 
ſentence before related ſubjected me, in the liqui- 
fication of my metallic ſorm. From the time I 
had come into the poſſcffion of the prieſt, he 
had woru me pendant at his neck ; and to avoid 
the trouble of taking me off and on when he 
choſe to expoſe me on a holiday, or preſerve 
my beauty on ordinary days, he had encloſed me 
in a little wooden caſe, fo nicely fitted, that 
without a very accurate inſpection, it was not 
perceivable that any thing was contained therein 
appearing only as one of thoſe little wooden 
crucifixes worn in common by the prieſts. Un- 
fortunately for me, on the day he was apprehended 
I was covered by the wooden caſe, ſo that there 
was nothing in my appearance to tempt the 
rapacious myrmidons of the law, and to excite tl e 
avarice of judicial rapine; and as to the very 
laſt, he had hopes of pardon, by the interpoſition 
of a power, which till then had never been known 

to 
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to exert itfelf in vain, he had afterwards care- 
fully concealed me from their view. By this 
means the ſame fire that diſmifled his wicked 
ſoul from its corrupted dwelling, having quickly 
conſumed the outfide covering, melted the filver 
compoſition in which I was confined ; this, to 
my inexpreſſible torment, running down his 


body, at length united in a ſhapeleſs maſs, im- 
pregnated with ſmoke and dirt. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XIX. 


He falls into the hands of a Pardon-monger.— 
The deftrine of indulgencies expounded. — His 
Mafter makes a ſcourge for his own back. — He 
changes his ſervice again.—A diſplay of Dutch 
politeneſs, with a practical afſirtion of the Fe- 
male rights. 


; IN this condition, when the conflagration 
| ceaſed, I was picked up barely cool, by one of the 
ſurrounding guards that happened to be ſtation- 
ed near the pile, who next morning ſhewed me 
to an intimate acquaintance, an alguazil. 


The alguazil, who had bonght his place from 
the clippings and filings he bad purloined, in the 
ſhop of a filverſmith with whom he had ſerved 
his time, having looked at and aſcertained my va- 
lue, like a true friend, told him, it was nothing 
but a piece of petrified clay, and before his face 
threw me into the kennel; whence on the de- 
parture of the ſoldier, he took me up, wiped me 
clean, and carried me to a ſhop, where he re- 
ceived the value in good piſtoles of Spain : Here 
I again endured the pains of fuſion, encreaſed by 

| thole 
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thoſe of malleation, filing, &c. till I was con- 


verted into a ſnuff-box, of ſingular faſhion, pecu- 
liar to the country. 


© T had not lain long in his window, before I 
attracted the notice of a devotee, whe preſented 
me to a reverend roſy ſon of the church, for cer- 
tain ſervices, wherein he acted in a double capa- 
city, as participator of her crimes, and the abſol- 
ver of her fin. My new maſter was a jolly Domi- 
nican, who facrificed liberally to Venus and 
Bacchus, to whom he was more conſtant in his 
devotion, than to the patron of his order, and the 
ſhrine of St. Dominic ; yet he never ſuffered his 
pleaſure to intrude upon his buſineſs, which he 
proſecuted with the moſt unremitting affiduity 
and care, fleecing his penitents without mercy, 
omitting no opportunity to amaſs a heap, with 
which he meditated to decamp, obtain 


promo- 
tion as a dignitary of the church, and ſee his 
friends at Rome. - 


For this purpoſe he engaged in trade, and 
dealt in commodities, than which not the doctrine 
of purgatory itſelf, has proved a more abundant 
ſource of profit, to enrich the treaſury of the holy 
ſee. Theſe were the articles of indulgencies, 
which originally imported only a diſpenſation 
from the papal power, from the obſervation of 
certain ceremonies, ſuch as faſting, abſtinence 
from fleſh, remiſſion of temporal puniſhments for 
crimes, awarded by the church, &c. infomuch 
that exemptions from the ſtrict obſervation of 


* 
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Lent, in the articles of meat and eggs, are ſaid to 
have been publicly fold by auction. But in pro- 
ceſs of time, as every inſtitution is liable to 
abuſe, the underſtrappers of the church, impoſing 
on the ignorance of the vulgar, carried on an 
open and ſcandalous traffic in indulgencies, which 
they granted, in the more extenſive ſenſe of a per- 
miſſion to fin ; for which a ſtated price was paid, 


proportioned to the enormity of the crime in- 
tended to be committed. 


My maſter having by a moſt ſucceſsful trade 
in this profitable branch (where there was no 
riſk and all clear gains) amaſſed a confiderable 
treafure, about the time I paſſed into his hands, 
thought it high time to purſue his intended plan 


of elevation, to which he was the rather accele- 


rated, by the envy to which he had ſubjected 
himſelf among the brotherhood, who he was ap- 
prehenſive, might take . of ſome i 12 
larities he had been guilty of, to expoſe and 

plunder him of his 4 ſervice, i in the vine- 


yard of the holy fee. Having therefore deter- 


mined to travel as a mendicant, to fave charges 
on the road, he diſpoſed of his property in the 
moſt portable manner, and putting me into a little 
leathern purſe, he fixed on a day for his depar- 
ture. It unfortunately happened, that the Domi- 
nican had long had an intrigue with a courtezan 
in the city, of whom he was ſo enamoured, that 
he could not bear the thought of parting with her; 
he therefore propoſed that; he ſhould meet him 
at Rome, and as an inducement, gave ber ſome 
4 hints 
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' hints of his poſſeſſions and future expectations. 


The wench artfully made herſe:? miſtreſs of his 
whole deſign, and even obtained a fight of trea- 
ſures, which from that moment ſhe confidered as 
her own; on his departure ſhe immediately ſent 
for a chevalier d' Induſtrie, with whom ſhe had 
long been acquainted, and particularly ſupported 
with the Dominican's offerings at her ſhrine ; to 
him ſhe related the intended journey of the 
prieſt, the road he meant to take, and the weaith 
he was to carry with him, propofing that he 
ſhould attack, and eaſe him of that unneceſſary 
load, and reduce him to the mendicant ſtate in 
reality, which for convenience he had aſſumed, 


after which that they ſhould meet and ſhare the 
ſpoil. 


© Tho? the chevalier had not the leaſt objection 
to the transfer of the prieſt's property, he pauled 
a while to conſider the conſequence which 
might enſue from the accompliſhment thercof ; 
robbing a Roman catholic prieſt, in a country 
where prieſts enjoyed ſuch confidence and power, 
in ſpiritual and temporal concerns, was a ferious 
matter. He foreſaw that if he was taken, the 
plunder would be conſidered as the goods of the 
church, and he ſhould incur the imputation of 
lacrilege, which he finally might expiate upon 
the wheel. After ſome reflection, he thought he 
had hit upon a method to obtain the prize, and 
obviate the conſequences of the detection, in caſe 
of the worſt, and to the great joy of the girl (who 
rejoĩced on more accounts than one) he engag 
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in the enterprize. Her ſatisfaction was three- 
fold ; firſt, ſhe hoped to engroſs the plunder, 
ſecondly, to acquire the reward for bringing him 
to juſtice, and laſtly, ſhe gratified her revenge, 
for certain ungrateful neglects and concealments 


- he had been guilty of, in their joint concerns, but 
the ſequel will ſhew ſhe had to deal with one, who 


did not do things by balves, and that ſhe was 


. reckoning without her hoſt. 


The day before he ſet out, the chevalier viſit- 
ed the Dominican, and told him he had occaſion 


for an indulgence for the commiſſion of a crime 


he found it neceſſary to commit. That he ſhould 


not have anticipated the pardon, but that hear- 


ing he was going to exert his pious labours for 
the benefit of ſome diſtant cure, he was too well 
convinced of the efficacy of his prayers (which he 
hoped he would vouchſafe to grant him on the 
occaſion) to let flip the opportunity of applying 
for them, before he departed from the town. 
My maſter (highly gratified by the compliment 
paid him) anſwered, he would indulge him, pro- 
vided it was not a fin of ſo black a dye, as to pre- 
clude the poſſibility of any ſucceſsful interceſſion 
in his behalf, if they could agree upon the price. 
The chevalier preſently ſatisfied his pretended 
ſeruples (which indeed were only made with a 
view of raiſing the market) by an affurance 
That it was only an abrupt ſolicitation for a 
loan, from one who could well afford to ſpare, 
from an enormous heap, accumulated by impo- 
fition and avarice, which he was conſtrained to 
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borrow, to enable him to fulfil a pious vow, and 
raiſe a temporary ſupply, for the preſſing neceſ- 
ſitĩes of indigent merit, nearly related to the un- 
feeling party, from whom the loan was to be 
extorted. That from this ſmall evil, much 
would certainly reſult, as it would be the means 
of relieving a virtuous object, expiring under the 
calamities, incident to worldly want.” My maſ- 
ter, who perfectly underſtood the palliating co- 
louring, with which be had ſoftened the picture 
of a robbery, he intended to commit) had now - 
only one condition, which was in his opinion 
the moſt material circumſtance of all ; this was, 
with reſpect to the payment of the ſtipulated 
price. He therefore told the chevalier, that as 
the indulgence was anticipated, he recommended 
to his conſideration, what ample peace offering 
he would make the holy church, for her un- 
bounded love, hoping it would be ſuch, as to 
evince the due ſenſe he entertained of the favours 
he was going to receive. He was proceeding in 
the ſame ſtrain, when the other ſtopping him, 
cut him ſbort in his exhortation, by an acknow- 
ledgment ſo far beyond his expeCtations, and 
cuſtomary fee (which he begged he would accept, 
and diſpoſe of in charity as his wiſdom ſhould di- 
rect, according to the uſual cant ia ſuch caſes) 
that the prieſt would, if required, for ſuch ano- 
ther, have given an abſolution, for the perpetra- 
tion of all the crimes, comprehended in the black 
catalogue of mortal fin. 
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The pardon having been expedited, with 
with every ſanctimonidus act neceſſary to eſta- 
bliſh its validity, (the cxpence of which the pur- 
chaſer did not regard, for a reaſon which will 
ſoon appear) all parties concerned made the ne- 
ceſſary diſpoſitions for a march. The nymph 
(tho' ſhe might have ſpared herſelf the trouble) 
inſtead of repairing to the place of rendezvous, 
reſolved to be with the chevalier, before ſhe was 
expected, to watch his operations, and play 
her aftergame, in return for his infidelities and 
partial dealings, in the diviſion of booty obtained 
in the courſe of their aſſociation, to levy contri- 
butions on the public. But he, to an equal de- 
gree of knavery, added a ſuperior ſhare of expe- 
rience in man and woman kind. As my maſ- 
ter was travelling thro' an unfrequented path, 
which ſaved nim half a league, he was ſudderly 
attacked by a perſon in diſguiſe, who robbed him 


of every thing worth taking away, and the ſnuff- 


box among the reſt; but it happened the reſiſt- 
ance the prieſt made, gave time for fome work- 
ing peaſants, who were alarmed at his cries, to 
come up and ſeize the rogue; an accident en- 
tirely compenſated by the diſpoſition of the prince 
in whole territory the fact was committed. 


© Far from a bigot, he rejoiced in every op- 
portunity, conſiſtent with his fafety, to curb the 
exorbitant power of the Romiſh church. The 
thief being brought inſtantly before him, ſo far 
from endeavouring to palliate his offence, or ſup- 


plicate the mercy of the prince, with ſurprizing 
audacity, 
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audacity, boldly avowed the deed ; and throwing 
off his diſguiſe, preſented himſelf to the confound- 
ed pardon-monger, with the indulgence he had 
granted, for an outrage he little imagined was 
to be executed on himſelf, and which, by a kind 
of retributive juſtice, had operated on the ſource 
from which it was derived. So ſcandalous a 
proſtitution of the ſacred cloth, excited the juſt 
indignation of all preſent, while the ingenuity of 
my new proprietor, afforded them the higheſt 
entertainment. His highneſs ſo far from pu- 
niſhing him, did not even conſider him in the 
light of a culprit, but immediately diſcharged 
him, turning the whole weight of his reſent- 
ment on the Dominican, whom he ordered into 
cloſe confinement, at firſt reſolving to puniſh 
him for his abominable profanation in an exem- 
plary manner, but in conſideration of the heavy 
loſs he had ſuſtained, after a ſevere PIP 
diſmifſed him with diſgrace. 


eln the mean time my maſter, tho' acquitted, 
knew too well the inveterate rancour of a Romiſh 
prieſt, to loſe a moment's time in quitting a 
country, near one where the arms of the cler 
were ſo long, and ſuch the graſp of their all- 
griping hands, that they ſeldom failed of ſeizing 
the object of their rage, to make him an actual 
example of that poverty they pretended to con- 
feſs. From the prefence of his highneſs, with-. 
out the leaſt thought of the damſel, who had been 
the firſt cauſe of his acquiſition, and who was 
expecting him with all the eagerneſs of 2 
ut 
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but whom he did not chuſe to truſt (ſo feeble are 
the bonds of that union which has not honour 
for its baſe) he made the beſt of his way into 
another country, whence his departure was pre- 
cipitated, by an accident which had nearly coſt 
him his life. | | 


© Dining at a public ordinary, where were 
preſent an elderly lady, her daughter and 
two Dutchmen, there were placed upon the table 
three peaches, which were rarities at that ſeaſon 
of the year; one of them was immediately ſeized 
by an Hollander, the old lady took another, and 
my maſter (who though reduced to hve by his 
wits, was a man of gallantry) helped the young 
one to the third. The Dutchman who was next 
to him, and oppoſite to her, fat ſome minutes 
with his eyes fixed upon her plate, exhibiting a 
moſt ludicrous picture of fretful diſappuiut- 
ed gluttony; at laſt ſtarting up and exclaiming, 
while the water ran out of his mouth, Dunder 
and Blichſen, mynheer, vaud de devil be de 
meaning of daut ? he then ſlapped one hand on 
the table, and reaching with the other acroſs, 
ſtuck his long knife into the young lady's peach, 
and brought it to his plate. The gallant ſen- 
übility of the chevalier being rouſed by this un- 
courteous act, and flagrant infringement of the 
preference due on ſuch occaſions to the female 
ſex, encreaſed by the circumſtances of their be- 
ing his country women, cried out, Damn you, 
you ſcoundrel, take that, at the ſame time pining 


his hand to the table with his fork. His com- 
panion 
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panion at this drew forth his ſnickaſnee and made 
towards him, when my maſter, being next the 
door, got out and turned the key, which luckily 
being on the outſide, he put it in his pocket, 
locked them in, and ran to his inn, where (not 
venturing to ſtay to remove his trunk) he took 
his treaſure, and flew to the waterſide, and was 
fortunate enough to jump into the long-boat of a 
veſſel under fa:l, which conveyed him to the 
thip; here he lay concealed till they were fairly 
out at ſea, by means of a handſome gratuity to 
the ſailors ; and when he appeared before the 
captain, and related the ſtory, he was ſo highly 
delighted, that he with pleaſure tranſported him 
to a principality, where he was under no appre- 
henſions from the reſentment of the cruel and 
vindictive Dutch. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX 


He becomes the property of an ancient Perſon, who 
is terrified by an alarming nocturnal viſit, from 
an unexpetted friend. 


» 


e T HE firſt care of the chevalier on his land- 
ing, was to turn his progeny into caſh, for which | 
purpoſe he applied to a perſon who not only kept 

a ſhop bimſelf, but ſupplied moſt of the trade 
with goods. On obſerving that my clumſy fa- 
Dion was by no means calculated to promote a 
fale in my preſent form, I was thrown into a vaſt, 
{melting pot, and incorporated with a huge maſs 
of metal, which was afterwards cut into lumps 
of different fizes, ſome of which were worked (to 
my great torment) into a vaſt variety of orna- 
mental trinkets, and articles of ule. | 
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lt is here neceſſary I ſhould remind you, not 
only of the privileges I have already acquainted 
you I enjoyed, but particularly a local one, of 
which I have as yet not had occaſion. to ſpeak, 
and another I was deprived of fince the ſentence 
| — 
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X was paſſed, under which I was condemned to pain. 
; Beſides the power of chuſing in what part of my 
receptacle my eflence ſhould reſide, of dividing 
and uniting it at pleaſure, of exerciſing the intel- 
lectual faculty, wherever there was the leaſt atom 
of my original vehicular machine, notwithſtand- 
ing adulteration or intermixture; I alſo was en- 
dowed with a certain intuitive quality, by which 
I was inſtinctively capable of knowing, to what 
part of the globe any of the component, tho 
minuteſt particles of my habitation were tranſ- 
ported, and I could have exceſs in my fpiritual 
capacity; but I was abſolutely degraded from that 
influence on the minds of my poſſeſſors, which I 
enjoyed, and exerted before my fall, as in the caſe 
of the favourite and prince, before related ; the 
former of whom I inſpired with a paſſion that 
ended' in diſgrace, the latter I inclined to under- 
take a dangerous and unprecedented voyage, to 
the glory of that infernal majeſty I ſerve. 


© The operation of the artiſt laſt mentioned, 
much enlarged my ſphere of obſervation, by the 
diſperſion of ſuch of my component parts as were 
wrought ; and as by fuſion I was embodied with 
the whole maſs, I (tho' in a ſmall degree) partook. 
of every drop of metallic liquid in the pot, and 
conſequently of thoſe lumps which were laid by 
till they were wanted, of which I ſhall hereafter 
ſpeak.” I ſhall therefore henceforth in the ad- 
ventures I may in future relate, be leſs particular 
in the proceſs of the tranſmutations I under- 
went, as by the immenſe multiplicity of my parts 
3 you 
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you may eaſily conceive the extenſion of my pro- 
greſſive perceptions, and when I would wiſh to 
relate things which at different places happened 
at the ſame period (ſuch were my rights of loca- 
lity,) I will preſerve ſuch an arrangement as will 
be leaſt liable fo confuſion, and ſuſpend the nar- 
ration of one ſcene by proper information, before 
I enter on arwther. 


© I muſt alſo caution you againſt an impatience 
you may be liable to, on account of any anachro- 
niſms I may be under the neceſſity of committing 
in the recital of the ſubſequent adventures; as my 
knowledge was regulated by the adventitious ap- 
riation of my various receptacles, by ſuch per- 
ſons into whoſe hands I fell; ſo that a ſtory will 
not always be introduced with the primary cauſe 
of its birth, an inſtance of u hich you will have 
in the courſe of the following extraordinary de- 
tail. 


« My firſt egreffion from the houſe of the 
refiner was under the form of a pair of ſilver 
compaſſes, which were purchaſed by a plain, de- 
cent, ſedate perſon, about threeſcore years of 
age, who appeared to be rather infirm. From 
the ſhop he directly went to an inn, where being 
told that the coach was juſt going, he took his 
ſeat in a ſtage, and was conveyed to a town about 
ſeven leagues from that which he had left. On 
his arrival he went to an old caftle, at one end 
of which he was indulged with apartments ; a 
favor he obtained by the intereſt of his moſt inti- 
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mate friend, many years deceaſed. Soon after 
having ſupped, he went to his reſt, which was 
preſently diſturbed by a very alarming circum- 
ſtance. Art twelve o'clock he was awakened by 
a violent concuſſion of his bed, when raiſing 
himſelf up, half petrified with fear, his curtains 
at the feet ſuddenly flew open, his chamber was 
illuminated, and he beheld the figure of his old 
friend in the dreſs in which he was uſually ar- 
rayed, who looking on him for a minute with a 
ſteady eye, ſpoke thus Stand collected, be not 
appalled, and know me for the ſpirit of thy de- 
parted friend; if thou wouldeſt avoid the mi- 
ſeries of future life and horrors of untimely death, 
keep this viſitation ſecret from the world, and 
execute what I command. Go to my imprudent 
ill adviſed ſon, tell him from me, if he ſtill per- 
ſeveres in the tenor of his preſent life, and does 
not alter his pernicious conduct, ruin will over- 
take, and ſwift deſtruction {ſweep him from the 
earth.” Having ſaid this he ſolemnly retreated, 
keeping his eyes to the laſt fixed upon my maſter's 

face, and with him diſappeared the light. | 


© Bedewed with a cold ſweat, my mafter fell 
down in an agony of terror, but the former filence 
and darkneſs taking place, the anxiety of his 
mind correſponding with the fatigue of his jour- 
ney, he preſently relapſed into his interrupted 
ſleep. On his waking, which was not till very 
late the next morning, he had but a confuſed idea 
of the tranſactions of the night, and attributed 
them entirely to a — occaſioned by his fa- 
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tiguing expedition on the preceding day; there 
was however one -circumſtance which perplexed 
him ſtrangely, he was certain that he had accord- 
ing to his uſual cuſtom, drawn his curtains cloſe, 
and he found them wide open; however, as there 
was a poſitbility that he had omitted it, he ſtill 
reſted convinced it was a dream. The next night 
at the ſame hour he was again diſturbed in the 
fame manner; the ghoſt looking diſpleaſed, 
ſpoke in an angry tone, enjoining his obedience to 
bis orders, repeating his injunctions of ſecrecy, 
and diſappeared in the fame manner as before. 


The old gentleman, though not quite ſo ter- 
rified as at firit, was greatly ſhocked, eſpecially as 
he durſt not take advice, or do any act by which 
the apparition's viſit might be diſcovered. He 
began to think it was a ſerious affair, of which he 
was convinced, when on returning from his even- 
ing walk at duſk, as he paſſed the fkirts of a 
grove, in a park contiguous to the caltle, he faw 
the figure gliding between the trees, when 
making a ſtop as it paſſed along, it waved its ex- 
tended arm three times towards the capital, then 
feemed to fink into the earths 


« As ſoon as my maſter arrived at his lodg- 
ings (which was not without ſome difficulty) after 
recruiting his ſpirits with a glaſs of brandy, he 
ſat himſelf down to conſider what courſe hie. 
ſhould purſue ; as he was not the object of the 
ghoſt's reſentment, but was only deſired to carry 
his warning to another, he determined to ac- 

quieſce 
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quieſce, but there were ſome difficulties attending 
the affair. The ſon of his friend was not very 
eaſy of acceſs, and if he got admittance to him, 
he ran the riſk of being puniſhed as an impoſ- 
tor. He now determined to ſpeak to the fpirit, 
therefore ſummoned all his courage, and was at 
firſt in doubt whether to fit up or go to bed; 
but at length reſolved to wait his third nightly 
appearance, before he went to reft, for as he de- 
termined to obey, he thought it would be a mark 
of more reſpect. 


© Accordingly be took a book, but ſuch were 
his apprehbenſions of the approaching feene, that 
he could not command his attention to a ſingle 
word, when about half an hour paſt eleven, his 
table was ſuddenly overturned, and the candle 
falling on the floor went out, his fixe was ſcatter- 
ed by an exploſion in the chimney, and entirely 
extinguifhed by a ſhower of water, which left him 
in total darkneſs ; groans were heard, the door 
of his room was opened and clapped to with re- 
peated violence, and he was ſeized by a 
hand which dragged him to the bed, and threw 
him upon it ; all which he imputed to the of- 
fended ſpirit of his departed friend, who, when 
the clock ſtruck twelve, appeared then in com- 
plute armour, with the beaver up; in his right 
hand he held a ſpear, and on his left arm was 
fixed his ſhield, his countenance denounced 
wrath, his brow contracted, and his eye-balls 
glared; advancing to the bed as before, he 
raiſed his ſpear, with which he aſſumed an an 
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tude as if about to transfix my maſter where 
he lay, whoſe tears for his ſafety, and defire to 
appeaſe his anger ſuperſeding all the terror ex- 
cited by the fight, at length exclaimed, « Hold, 
dear companion of my former days, I will obey, 
hold, and do not diſmiſs my unprepared foul 
with all my imperfections on my head, but may 
I ſpeak my difficulties ”” Speak, and be brief,” 
lied the ſpirit, his countenance aſſuming a 
milder aſpect, his uplifted ſpear reclining, and 
his whole appearance altered to a friendiy guiſe. 
My maſter then objected the difficulty before re- 
lated, which the ghoſt obviated, by telling him 
to whom he ſhould apply to gain admittance to 
his ſon, and as a token of his veracity, in caſe of 
incredulity, bid him tell him to recollect where 
he paſſed the night ſome twenty years ago, upon 
the fifth of March. He then baving uttered 
Peace be with you'—departed as before. 


© I was now for the firſt time tormented with 
the ſolicitude of ungratified curioſity, having a 
very imperfect idea of this-ſtrange affair, for my 
maſter was not at all concerned in the deception, 
and I deſpaired of accounting for the proceſs of 
the exploit ; when an accidental event immedi- 
ately unfolded the whole to my comprehenſion, 
at the ſame time it will clearly explain to you in 
its relation, in what very ſmall atoms of vehicular 
caſe my eſſence was occaſionally compreſſed. 


© You recollect that I got into the poſſeſſion 
of the old gentleman by means of filver com- 
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paſſes he had bought ; when he came to depoſit 
them in the caſe they were bought for, (and had 
left behind) he found the broad end was too 
large to go down, fo that it would not ſhut ; to 
remedy this, he had filed it to a proper fize, and 
the ſuperfluous particles had fallen upon the 
floor, which having been cleaned in his abſence, 
had not been ſwept away. In retiring the laſt 
day the ghoſt had trod upon the ſilver duſt, and 
bis feet being damp, it had adhered thereto, by 
which I was attached to his perſon, and my per- 
ception had of conſequence, acceſs to his ſpiri- 
tual and temporal concerns. 


On his pronouncing his laſt benediction, he 
retired ſeveral paces backward, keeping his eyes 
ſtill fixed upon the old gentleman, he then turned 
the flider of a dark lanthorn, which was conve- 
niently fixed to his perſon ; being thus obſcured 
he ſtooped, groping till he felt the ends of a lad- 
der, down which he deſcended, then placing the 
lanthorn in a corner, he reſtored the light, and 
diſcovered a ſquare vault which bad formerly 
been a dungeon, in which he could juſt ſtand up- 
right. He then lifted a door, that bung down 
on hinges in the vault, and ſhut upwards. This 
was of wood, nicely inlaid with marble on the 
upper ſide, and was indeed the hearth of the fire- 
place above. The rabbit edges of the door were 
lined with leather, ſo that they would make no 
noiſe in ſhutting, and it faſtened with a ſpring, 
which my new maſter having done, he drew a 
— of ſtrong iron bolts, — made all waned, 
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then taking his light we proceeded out of the 
vault by a narrow arched paſſage at one corner, 
of ſome length, which brought us to a flight of 


ſtone ſteps, which aſcending, we came into an 
open court, (furrounded by the towers of the 


caſtle) of moſt diſmal aſpect, full of weeds and 
. Nettles, the owls hooting, and the bats flitting by 
us as we paſſed. Having croſſed this, my maſter 
took a key out of his waiſtcoat pocket he wore 
under his armour, and unlocked a little door 
which opened on a wooden ſtaircaſe, at the top 
of which he let himſelf in by another key, to a 
handſome bedchamber behind the bed, which 
(having faſtened the door) he cloſed fo as to hide 
it, he then pulled off his armour, made up his 
fire, and went to bed as the clock ſtruck one. 


« Having ſlept till eight he aroſe, and dreffing 
himſelf, appeared a genteel man of about fifty 
years of age. The firſt thing he did was to cut 
his armeur in bits, and burn it piece after piece, 
it being made of painted paſte-board ; he then 
went to the room door, which opened into a 
gallery, and rung, a bell, when ſoon after a ſer- 
vant entered with his breakfaſt, when I quitted 
his ſervice, for the man taking his ſhoes to clean, 
all the little particles of my habitable ſubſtance 
were ſcraped away. 


© Before I proceed to unfold the circumſtances 
relating to the ghoſt's part in the preceding farce, 
I will diſpatch the object of the deception, that 


we may not have n 29 pe 3p Bias agg. 
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And firſt it will be neceffary to explain ſome ad- 
ditional tricks, executed on the laſt night of 2 
performance. 


The gentlemen who had conducted the piece, 
(for purpoſes which will fully appear) being aware 
that he might ſit up, had, while he was taking his 
evening walk, faſtened a ſtring to the leg of his 
table, which ſtood near the wall) this 
brought along the floor up the fide of the room, 
through a hole into that adjoining, with which, 
taking advantage of his reading, by a ſudden pull, 
they overturned the table ; a perſon employed for 

that purpoſe, on the leads of an adjoining tower, 
dropped down the chimney one of thoſe chemi- 
cal preparations, fince known by the name of 
fire-balls, (and advertiſed throughout Europe to 
extinguiſh conflagrations) which was followed by 
a pale of water; the reſt in the dark was 2 

ed, the hearth being let down, the gho 

came up the ladder, ſeized and threw him on the 
bed and retired, where getting off his clothes, he 
lay till the apparition came again. 


On the ghoſt's departure, he fell into a flum- 
ber which held him till noon : The next day he 
again embarked in the ſtage for the capital, where 
he applied to the perſon mentioned by the ghoſt, 
who (being indeed one of the confederacy) ſoon 
procured him an audience of the apparition's ſon, 
then prime miniſter, a poſt he enjoyed without 
controul ; before him he fell upon his knees, and 
with the moſt ſacred aſſevarations of the — 
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lated the whole. The miniſter, however, (though 
by no means addicted to ſuperſtition) gave no 
credit to his tale, and inſiſted on knowing who 
fet him on : On his perſiſting, with unremitting 
perſeverance, in his aſſertion, he told him he muſt 
excuſe being put under a gentle reſtraint, till he 
would confeſs, and was going to give orders for 
that purpoſe, when the other ſtopped bim,— 
« Hold Sir,” ſays he, „There is ſomething yet, 
—the ſpirit of your father, my dearly beloved 
friend, bid me remind you, as a proof of my ve- 
racity, how you ſpent the night ſome twenty 

years ago, upon the fifth of March.” 


© The ſcene was now inſtantly changed; ſcarce 
had the old man finiſhed, befoge the miniſter un- 
derwent the moſt violent paroxiſms of guilt : His 
hair was viſibly animated, his eyes rolled, the co- 
lour left his face, his teeth gnaſhed, his knees 
knocked together, a univerſal trepidation pervad- 
ed every part, and he fell extended on the floor ; 
when his head having ſtruck upon the fender, a 
deep gaſh was made, and the blood flowed plenti- 
fully from the gaping wound; terrified at the ſight, 
and alarmed for his own ſafety, the other knew 
not what to do; however, as the miniſter ſhewed 
no ſigns of life, he applied to the bell, which he 
rung with repeated violence ; when a crowd of 
ſervants ruſhed in, ſome of whom laid their maſ- 
ter on a couch, while others ſeized the apparent 
murderer of their lord, who fell into ſtrong con- 
vulſions and ſucceſſi ve fits, while the houſe was 
preſently 
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preſently a ſcene of univerſal confufion, Per- 
— and rage. 


« At length aſſi ſtance being fetched, on pro- 
per application he recovered ſo far as to be ca- 
pable of declaring the innocence of the old man, 
and aſcribing his misfortune to a fit, then telling 
bim he ſhould be glad to ſee him as ſoon as he 
was well enough to tranſact public buſineſs, and 
ordering him to leave his-place of abode with a 
ſervant before he went away, he was carried up 
to bed. The next day the agitated old man was 
ſummoned to attend him, when ſeated by his 
bed fide, the miniſter defired he would again give 
him a minute account of all that paſſed, during 
which he was viſibly affected in an extraordinary 
manner. He then by various queſtions, endea- 
voured to learn 1 
actions on the fifth of march, and found to his 
great ſatisfaction that he was entirely ignorant of 
every particular of that fatal night. After exact- 
ing the moſt ſacred aſſurances never, directly or in- 
directly, to reveal what he had ſeen and heard, he 
diſmiſſed him to his home, with a magnificent 
preſent to ſecure his ſecrecy on this ſtrange event. 


© I fee your impatient curioſity to learn the na- 
ture of the ſecret, which, however natural, and 
not leſs than my own before I attained the know- 
ledge of it, I cannot yet gratify without great im- 
propriety, and occaſioning confuſion. It was a 
fortunate circumſtance for the old gentleman that 
he was not acquainted with it, for if he was, de 

wou 
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would perhaps have been effectually filenced, to 


prevent his revealing what was only known to 
four perſons in the world, and was the future 
cauſe of ſuch unprecedented woe. But you will 
be told every thing in due courſe, as the tranſ- 
actions were imparted to myſelf, I will now de- 
velope this myſterious affair. 
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C HAP. XX. 


Continued and explained — Ar gal relates how, and 
for what purpoſe, his maſler was engaged to act 


in a ſupernatural capacity. 


Tus pretended ghoſt (continued the demon) 


was the ſecond ſon of a gentleman poſſeſſed of a 
paternal eſtate of two hundred pounds per an- 
num, and had been bred to the profeſſion of the 
law; but diſguſted with liſtening to the tedious 
recitals of clients, who, having purchaſed the 
right of perplexing his mind, harraſſing his pa- 
tience, and peſtering his peace, with their reiter- 
ated inceffant tales of imaginary wrongs, owing 
often to their diſregard of equity, or ignorance 
of law; with other difagreeable circumſtances in- 
ſeparably attached to a practice, often incompa- 
tible with the ſentiments of an honourable man ; 
his elder brother having drank himſelf to death, 
and his father dying foon after, he fold his cham- 
bers and books, laid a plan of œconomy, from 
which he never deviated, agreeable to his circum- 
ſtances, and at the age of thirty launched forth 


as an obſerving ſpectator in the crowded ay 
| ot 


— 


166 AR GAL, oz Tut 


Not but that be indulged during his juvenility in 
the pleaſures incident to youth, but he wiſely 
conſidered that they were adapted to every pocket 
and capacity, and as he never was carried away 
by the deſtructive ambitious folly of appearin 
richer than he was, he regulated even bis — 
ſes by ſuch invariable rules, that he never was in · 
volved in thoſe difficulties created by extrava- 
gance and pride, the bane of happinets and de- 
ſtruction of our peace. 


© If he ever found himſelf inclinable to diſcon- 
tent, on account of the narrow ſphere of action 
to which he was confined, he had an admirable 
way of recovering himſelf at a very ſmall expence ; 
this was to reſort to an hoſpital or jail, on the 
maxim that felicity was comparative, whence he 
always departed with a heart overflowing with 
atitude to his God, who had defended him 
m the miſeries he there beheld, the objects of 
which were ſure to taſte of his bounty when he 
came away; and he lived to fee many great men, 
who had ridiculed his want of /pirit to undo hime 
ſelf, peeping through iron bars. As he was a 
punctual paymaſter, always neat and intrinſical- 
ly genteel in the articles of his apparel, which 
though plain, were of the beſt materials; he was, 
by thoſe who were not acquainted with his at- 
fairs, eſteemed a man of large property ; in con- 
ſequence of which he was the object of certain 
female ſharks, who from the time they become 
initiated into the myſteries of their ſex, prowl 
about ſeeking whom they may devour, to gra ify 
their 
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their ambition, avarice, vanity and paffions, in 
what is called an honourable way. 


+ But he had ſome particularity in his mode of 
thinking; he uſed to ſay, that he did not chooſe 
to make himſelf reſponſible for the happineſs of 
ſo many beings as might in ſuch a caſe be depen- 
dent upon him, and look up to him therefor ; 
at leaſt he would defer it till he found a couple, 
whom after a long acquaintance and a twelve- 
month's reſidence with them, he envied for con- 
nubial peace. To thoſe who reproached him as 
leading a life of indolence, a uſeleſs burthen 
upon the public, he ſaid, the man who ſpent, was 
of as much utility, as he who earned a penny, 
and he thought it more beneficial to the commu- 
nity, to exercile no occupation, than by endea- 
vouring to obtain what he did not want, be an 
obſtacle to ſomebody who was not ſo well pro- 
vided as himſelf. 


© In this manner, doing what good he could 
and no harm, he enjoyed himſelf where he pleaſed, 
without any remarkable occurrence till the period 
we are ſpeaking of ; when one day going home 
down a principal ſtreet, he met a gentleman who 
regarded him with ſuch particular attention, as 
induced him to turn round and look after him, 
when he obſerved him to go haſtily down a lane, 
which he himſelf had juſt paſt ; continuing his 
walk flowly on, he again ſaw the gentleman, who 
had gone by a back way, ſtanding at the end of 
an alley, as if waiting for his coming, when he 
again 
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again took particular notice of him, then croſſed 
the way, and kept him in fight till he reached 
his lodgings Startled a little at this for the pre- 
ſent, he was further alarmed next morning when 
his landlady acquainted him, that a maid at the 
fruir ſhop over the way had told her ſervant, that 
a perſon had at night made very particular enqui- 
ries after him, aſking what coffee-houſe he uſed. 
Surpriſed at this at length his curioſity was rouſed, 
and not being timid he determined to go there 
at his uſual hour; there ſeating himſelf near a 
large glaſs, which commanded a reflection of the 
whole room, he bad not waited half an hour, 
before he obſerved the fame gentleman accom- 
panied with another, who had the air of a man 
of quality, enter the houſe and fit down in the 
oppoſite box. Pretending to be very intent upon 
the news paper, he remarked their earneſt con- 
verſation was interrupted, by repeated attention 
to himſelf, with expreſſions of the higheſt ſatis- 
faction, they at intervals referring to a miniature 
picture the laſt mentioned gentleman had pro- 
duced. At length having written a letter with 
great expedition, they aroſe to depart, when the 
button of hjs great coat catching by a notch in 
the table, it flew open, and diſcovered the ftar 
and ribband of an order of the firſt degree. On 
their departure he applied to the tar for informa- 
tion, but found they were perfect ſtrangers to 
the houſe, when the waiter coming in, ſaid, he 
ſaw them get into a chariot a few doors off, 
which was diſtinguiſhed by the royal arms, whence 
he naturally concluded the parties were engaged 
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in the conduct of ſome ſtate affair, but how it 
could comprehend himſelf he was at a loſs to 


© A week having elapſed without any further 
intimation, he began to give over all hopes of 
ſatisfying his curioſity. His way home from the 
coffee houſe lay through two courts, parted by a 
narrow unfrequented lane ; at the end of that pe- 
riod, returning to his lodgings, he had got 
through the firſt court, when his way acroſs the 
lane was impeded by a coach with the door open, 
whereon by the light of a lamp he perceived a 
coronet, he was going round by the hind wheels, 
when he was ſeized by two men, who clapping a 
hand under each ſhoulder and his hams, hoi 
him into the coach, a third ſhut the door and 
mounted the box, the blinds were drawn up and 


the carriage ſet off with great rapidity. 


© Though he was ſomewhat diſconcerted at 
this abrupt ſeizure of his perſon, the high rank 
of thoſe who executed it, (one of them being 
the gentleman who had firſt alarmed him in the 
ſtreet) baniſhed all ſuſceptibility of fear, and ſee- 
ing it would anſwer no purpoſe to be angry, he 
with a good humour ſaid— Gentlemen, if you 
were inclined to treat me with a ride in this fine 
coach, I had rather you would have choſen a more 
ſeaſonable time as I cannot at this hour enj 
the pleaſures of the jaunt, nor ſee the objects 
which I paſs.” „It gives me the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion” replied one of the 5 «to find * 
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do not expreſs that reſentment we might have ex- 
pected, from the manner in which we have been 
under the neceſſity to ſecure your perſon; and I 
look on it as a happy omen of your conſent to 
comply with our deſires. In the mean time reſt 
aſſured that ſo far from doing you any injury, 
you will be treated with every regard that may 
tend to obliterate the preſent diſreſpect, and will 
receive an ample compenſation for what you will 
be requeſted to perform.” 


© The coach in the mean time, having been 
driven with great ſpeed near half an hour out of 
town, ſtopped for the opening of a pair of vaſt 
gates, then entered a court yard, where they 
alighted at a very magnificent houſe, and going 
into a back room up ſtairs, they fat down to a 
handſome ſupper, the gentleman being aſked 
whether he choſe any thing particular to eat or 
drink, and was otherwiſe treated, with the greateſt 
politeneſs and reſpect : On his expreſſing a con- 
cern that the people at his houſe would be uneaſy 
at his abſence, and fit up for him, he was told, 
all that had been provided for before, one of the 
gentlemen having himſelf been to his lodgings, 
and told them he was engaged with a friend that 
was ill, and that he might poſſibly not return for 
ſeveral days: In the mean time any neceſſaries he 
wanted would be procured, as he ſhould direct: 
On his expreſſing a defire to go to reſt, he was 
ſhewn into a handſome inner bed-chamber, and 
the attendant Wiſhing him a good night, when 
he was in bed, his candle was taken away, and he 
was 
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was left to indulge his meditations by himſelf. 
It was in vain he endeavoured to account for 
theſe proceedings, but as the manner of his treat- 
ment, and the recollection of all the paſt tranſac- 
tions of his inoffenſive life, precluded the idea of 
danger; after perplexing himſelf with unſatis- 
factory conjeCtures, he fell faſt aſleep, and never 
waked till he was called to breakfaſt at the hour 
of nine. 


( 

© After that was over, he was told, that the ab- 
ſence of a particular perſon obliged them to pro- 
long his ſuſpence a few hours, in the mean time 
he might divert, himſelf either in the garden or 
the library: At noon a carriage arrived, from 
which alighted the knight of the noble order I 
mentioned before to have appeared at the coffee- 
houſe, and they directly then entered into coun- 
cil: « Sir,” began the knight, I am under the 
greateſt concern, at the violence which the cir- 
cumſtances of our ſcheme have conſtrained us to 
offer you, and that my indiſpenſable avocations 
have left you under doubts, which muſt be at- 
tended with perplcxity and alarm, but every com- 
penſation will be made you in the power of wealth 
and friendſhip to confer.” —To which the other 
replied, —« If I was a little diſcompoſed at firſt, 
the politeneſs of your friends ſoon reſtored mz 
to my uſual ſerenity ; as long as your views are 
conſonant to that honour I never yet infringed, 
be it as you pleaſe,” —« Far be it from me,” re- 
plied the knight, “to engage in any thing, which 
would occaſion your refufal upon that account; 
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ſo far from it, we are endeavouring to promote 
the happineſs of individuals, and the welfare of 
the ftate, favour me with your atrention without 
interruption to what I ſhall relat=.” 


« The oftenfible governor and firſt magiſtrate 
to whom the ſovereignty of this little free ſtace is 
delegated, (a near relation to myſelf) is, as you 
muſt know, and all impar:ial perſons muſt allow, 
a man of the ſtricteſt honovr, integrity and truth; 
temperate, humane, and juſt ; but he is unhap- 
pily directed by a miniſter, whoſe advice he fol 
lows with a blind partiality, that converts all the 
expected bleflings, ariſing from he good effects 
of theſe excellent qualities, into diſappointment 
to the ſtate, and reflecting diſgrace upon himſelf : 
Of little experience of his own, and too vain to 
aſk advice of thoſe able to direct him, the actual 
ruler is continually engaging his maſter in deſtruc- 
tive meaſures: vain, arrogant, and greedy, he 
treats the repining nobles with contempt, who but 
ill endure to ſee an avaricious upſtart fell the poſts 
of honour, dignity ard wealth, to which they 
have a claim by ſervices and birth: I fear, much 
do I fear, (continued the knight with a ſigh pro- 
phetic of their future wretched fate) that as both 
are rendered unhappy by the weakneſs of the one, 
and the wickedneſs of the other in their lives, they 
will quickly come to à miſerable death. The ci- 
tizens already murmur to fee their ſometimes 
hard earned ſubſiſtence wrung from them, to bribe 
the aſſembly of the ſtates, for their concurrence 
to heap increaſing impoſitions on their devoted 


* 
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heads : ſooner or later * more fierce the longer 
it is reſtrained) rebellion will burſt forth, and 
inflamed by the ill concerted projects of a conſort, 
inimical to this conſtitution, ſcatter defolation 
thro” the land.” 


« As every effort has in vain been uſed to di- 
vert the miniſter from his pernicious courſe by 
public oppoſition, and private good advice, we 
— laid a plan to terrify him into reformation, 
by a ſupernatural appearance of his father, the 
only fide on which he ſeems acce ſſidle, for whoſe 
memory he, in the midſt of his exceſſes, enter- 
tains the highett veneration: It is in the execu- 
tion of this ſalutary plot we wiſh for your aililt- 
ance. Every thing has been prepared, our opera- 
tions muſt be at ſecond hand, Ca the miniſter is 
fo circumſtanced we cannot work i 7 up- 
on him, without entruſting the important ſecret 
to ſo many, that it would ia all probability tran- 
ſpire, when we ſhould be ſubject to his — 


rage.” 


Anse cents, diet 
timate companion of his there 3 days 3 
the rame ſimplicity which makes him a proper ob- 
ject for our defign, forbids our truſting him: We 
ſhall therefore act on his timidity, to accompliſh 
our ends; he lives ins a caſtle of which I am gover- 
nor, his rooms have been properly prepared for 
the occafion in his 1 which ve contrived 
to effect: It was intended the apparition ſhould 


appear in armour, that (the beaver being _— 
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his face might be concealed from detection, and 
he was to tell his name: But laſt week, the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate came to me, and acquainted me 
that he had found a gentleman in the ſtreet, and 
followed him home, who bore ſo ſtrong a reſem- 
blance to the deceaſed, that it ſtruck him with 
aſtoniſhment, and affected him with a reverential 
horror: I need not ſay, fir, it is yourſelf. Hav- 
ing myſelf viewed you at the coffee-houſe, and 
compared you with a picture I obtained, we in- 
tended to have viſited or ſent to you by the ſecre · 
tary ; but he heard in the courſe of his enquiries, 
that you was fo much upon the reſerve, particu- 
larly with perſons in a ſuperior ſtation of life) that 
it would occafion great delay, and we have not a 
moment to loſe ; = the court is in a few days to 
remove to the caſtle, and we ſhall have but barely 
time to reſtore things to their former ſituation : 
I wiſhed to diſcourſe with you before we enter- 
ed upon the plot; we therefore have choſen this 
method, for which I once more beg your ex- 
cuſe, and if you will undertake the part of the 
_ ghoſt, you will add an additional obligation if 
you will not leave us till it is performed, and 
make your firſt viſit in your ſupernatur.uÞ capa- 
city, this very evening at twelve o'clock at night: 

1 am happy to have met with a perſon, whom 1 
can defire to uſe his own direction in the conduct 
of the ſcene: The armour is there if you think 
proper to uſe it; and ſhould you think it neceſ- 
{ary to appear by day, there is an old tally port 
by which you may iſſue and retreat.” 


© The 


SILVER DEVIL. 175 


The gentleman having accepted the employ 
they allotted to him, after receiving further in- 
ſtructions reſpecting the token of credibility, was 
preſented with an ample compenſation, of which 
they inſiſted on his acceptance: In the evening 
they were conveyed to the caſtle, where being. 
ſhewn the neceflary preparations, he entered on 
the ſervice at night, the event of which has been. 


particularly explained before. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Fle relieves the curiofity of his auditors.—T he re- 
lation of an adventure, which is finally attended 
with a tragiral event. An amour begun with 
the uſual circumſtances of promiſed joy, concluding 
with univerſal diſappointment, horror and re- 


morſe. 


F Ir is now (continued the demon) that 1 
ſhall ſatisfy the curioſity painted in your face, 
to know the nature of the tranſaction which 
ve credit to the ſtory of the pretended ghoſt. 
had fome time deſpaired of learning it myſelf: . 
The knight had never mentioned it to the per- 
former (who was quite ignorant of it) though I 
afterwards found that he knew it, (nor was it 
known to the old Gentleman) and the only 
perſon I could receive information from was the 
miniſter, on whom the bare hint of it produced 
ſuch violent emotions: A moſt dreadful accident 
me in a ſituation for a moment, to partici- 
pate it, and here you will obſerve the rapidity of 
my conception, in the comprehenſion of my poſ- 
ſeſſors thoughts and deeds.” 
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In a ſhort time after this ineffectual attempt, 
(as it proved) for the benefit of prince, miniſter 
and ſtate, a man in regimentals came into the ſhop, 
where my abodes had been ſo multiplied ; the 
wildneſs of whoſe eyes, and contortion of whoſe 
features, plainly evinced the diſturbance of his 
mind: He defired to look at ſome knives; a box 
full being ſhewn him, he took up ſeveral, and 
graſping them one after another, as he extended 
his arm, he looked up to the ſky, frowning and 
gnathing his teeth with the moſt menacing gri- 


maces, muttering Collatinus, Virginius, Brutus, 7 


Caffius, Raviliac, Tarquin, Appius, Cæſar, Henry, 
ſtarting and brandiſhing his weapon with 
the moſt frantic geſticulation-, between his ex- 


clamatory effuſions, inſomuch that the boy who 


ſerved him ran away to his maſter, (who was at 


dinner) in the utmoſt terror and apprehenſions 
for his life. 


« The maſter alarmed for the ſafety of his 


goods (againſt which he apprehended there was 
tome deſign) came running into the ſhop, where 
ſome what alar med, he found the cuſtomer walk- 
backwards and forwards with great velocity, 
with a long knife in his hand, ſtopping at inter- 
vals, and ſeeming loſt in thought ; ; at laſt turn.ng 
- ſhort to the maſter he faid,— Art thou the 
owner of this glorious weapon, doomed to be 
immortalized in future times, while ages yet un- 
born ſhall celebrate the patriot's "Sha. and bleſs 
the deed till time thall be no more ? The ſhop- 
keeper, to whom all this was Hebrew, anſwered 
him 


2 
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him that it was an excellent bit of ſtuff, and 
as well worth the price, which he mentioned, as 
any in the town. The officer throwing down a 
piece of gold, and totally forgetting his change, 
with the utmoſt precipitation thruſting it into its 
ſheath, made off to the great ſatisfaction of the 
ſeller, who was fo glad to get rid of him leſt he 
ſhould cut his throat or his own, that he never 
called him back : On the handle of the purchaſe 
was a ſmall filver plate for a cypher, to which 
I had acceſs, and accompanied him to his lodgings 
near the court.” 


The officer was a lieutenant of liberal edu- 
cation, and of a ſtudious turn ; he was particu- 
larly fond of hiſtory, and chiefly engroſſed in 
the admiration of the heroic actions of the moſt 
eminent warriors; but more peculiarly admired 
the compendious acts of thoſe who by ſome ſin- 
gular, deſperate and fatal ſtroke, had delivered 
their country from the oppreſſion of tyranny, 
injuſtice and diſtreſs ; ſuch as the extirpation of 
Tarquin, Appius, Czfar, &c. by the patriotic 
hands which ſhed their blood. But of all theſe kind 
of ſtories he was moſt ſtruck with that of Cato, 
who when a boy, being taken by his tutor to the 
houſe of Sylla, the dictator, on ſceing the heads 
of perſons proſcribed by that cruel tyrant brought 
in, expreſſed s ſurprize that no one killed him; 
to which his tutor replving—* Who would un- 
dertake ſo daring an exploit?“ the boy, to his 
utter aſtoniſhment and terror rejoined « Give me 
a knife and I will kill him.” Having heated his 

imagi- 
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imagination with the conſtant peruſal of, and 
meditation on theſe deeds, he became a perfect 
Quixote in patriotiſm, and at length reſolved to 
ſeize the firſt opportunity to imitate their acts. 
Nor did he wait long, the times being favourable 


to his wiſh, and afforded him a ſtriking ſubject 


whereon to — their fame, and ſhed obnoxi- 
ous blood.” 


The atrocious proceedings of the miniſter, 
had irritated all ranks and degrees of people, who 
groaned under his oppreſſive and illegal exactions 


and political miſtakes; the odium of which de- 


volved upon the prince, who blindly followed his 
advice, and ſtepped between him and the offended 
laws, rejecting the aids which were offered him, 
according to the eſtabliſhed ſtatutes, by the aſ- 
ſembly of the ſtates, he endeavoured to obtain 
ſupplies by ways as injurious to the ſubject, as in- 
direct and prejudicial to the realm. Perſons were 
forbid to ſolicit for their right, provided their 
demands however juſt, tended to a diminution of 
the revenue. Strange compoſitions for forfeitures 
with diſaffected perſons were ſet on foot. Loans 
and other aids were extorted, &c. &c. perſons 
and property were ſeized for non compliance 
therewith. The marine was impaired, trade 
decayed, the armies were diſcomfited, the monies 
miſapplied, the ſtate ſinking apace into poverty, 
wezkneſs and contempt, the prince reproached, 
and the miniſter abhorred. At length the gene- 
ral afſembly exhibited a virulent and bitter ex- 

ſtulation on their wrongs, and every thing 
* | | 8 cry * 
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framed to threaten Internal diftrafiien, ui, 
and war. 


It was at this period, my maſter's frenzy 
flamed forth with enthuſiaſtic zeal. The morn- 
ing after I came. into his poſſeſſion, he packed up 
a trunk and embarking in a ſtage, was conveyed 
to a ſeaport where the miniſter was; there 
getting cloſe to bim, while he was ſpeaking to a 

ſon of very low ſtature, he reached over his 
ſhoulder, ſtabbed him in the fide, and left the 
weapon ſticking in his heart. Though the miniſ- 
ter fell dead upon the ſpot without a word, and 
my vital abode was momentary, it was ſuffcient, 
and I inftantaneouſly received the knowledge 
which I wiſhed, and will now impart to you.” 


Of the character of the deceaſed there is no 
occaſion to ſpeak, after what has been related. 
In the early part of his life, when there was no 
proſpect of his riſing to ſuch a height of power, 

he was as moſt other young men are, volaiile and 
gay, and what is generally called a promiſing 
young man His mother having taken under 
her protection a young lady of an honourable but 
decayed family, whom ſhe really loved, and treat- 
ed with the greateſt tenderneſs, and not (as the 
cuſtom too frequently is) to tyranniſe over, and 
inſult; he * marked her as the object of 
his particular attention, which was no ſooner ob- 
ferved by her patroneſs, but ſhe took him to 
taſk, and exacted a promiſe from him, that he 
would neither directly or indirectly — to 

uce 
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ſeduce her, making him bind it with the moſt 
ſolemn affurances; but what are ſuch feeble 
bonds, when put in competition with the gratifi- 
cation of the heart's deſire. Imagining that he 
ſaw a partiality in his favour (in which he pt 
haps was not miſtaken, being univerſally admired 
as the handſomeſt man of his time) he continued 
to addreſs her on every private occaſion he could 
find, and at length perſecuted her with ſuch in- 
ceſſant adoration, that ſhe thought it neceſſary to 
come to an immediate explanation.” 


. * Accordingly on his taking ſome unwarrant- 
able liberties with her, ſhe was determined to 
throw aſide that ridiculous falſe modeſty (as it is 
called) which often deters a weak woman from 
aſſerting herſelf, till her affections are engaged, 
and ſhe is overwhelmed in miſery, ruin, and 
diſgrace, by the artful encroachments of a 
ſcoundrel; and on which he had relied fo far as 
to conceive Nopes of ſubduing her virtue, and add 
her to the liſt of thoſe ſimpletons, who fearing 
to deſtroy all hopes of what never exiſted but in 
their own imaginations, procraſtinate a laudable 
expoſtulat ion en the intentions of a ſuitor ; till 
in ſome unguarded hour, they are fatally con- 
vinced he is a knave, waiting for a favourable . 
opportunity to complete the deſtruction of a 
fool: But he found himſelf much miſtaken in 
his woman, as ſhe inherited by nature an excel- 
lent underſtanding, greatly improved by that 
education ſhe had received. 


In 
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© In one of thoſe tte a tẽtes in which he had 
exerted every perſuaſive power of ſeduction in 
the book of love, juſt when he thought he was 
on the point of ſucceſs, aſſuming a look of dig- 
nified offended virtue, ſhe turned ſhort upon him, 
and riſing with an — ol conſcious honour in her 
mien, —“ Tell me, fir,” ſays ſhe, to what all this 
tends ? you repeatedly ure me you love me, and 
that I am an object fit to be beloved. The firſt 
is a ſecret known only to yourſelf; if the ſecond 
is true (and many ſay as much) I fear you ſoon 
would rob me of my brighteſt charm ; once more 
I conjure you tell me in what that happineſs con- 
fiſts, which you ſwear is only in my power to 
confer ? There is one I do not bluſh to own, and 
only one in your's to beſtow, compatible to mine.” 
So home and unexpected a queſtion threw the 
lover into the utmoſt confuſion, he ſtammered 
out a few unmeaning common place excuſes for 
not directly making her his wife, uſually played 
off as ſucceſsful artillery, againſt a fortreſs under- 
mined by paſſion, and aſſaulted by a vanity 
which is deluded into a belief, thac they ſhall en- 
creaſe a lover's regard, by the only means which 
annihilates its exiſtence, and i» far from inſpiring 
gratitude, is generally productive of contempr. 
Having heard him to an end, regarding him with 
a ſarcaſtic ſneer, ſhe gravely returned him thanks 
for the experience he had afforded her at fo 
little coſt, and deſired him for his own ſake to 
conceal what had paſſed, hoping it was his firſt 
eſſay, then adviſing hun not to venture on another 
till be was capable of making a better figure, and 
laughing 
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laughing heartily at the miſerable light in which 
he now appeared, with a low curtſey departed.” 


© Encouraged by her pleaſantry, which left 
open a door for reconciliation, he ſtill took every 
opportunity of being in her company, calling 
himſelf her ſcholar, and then went on in half ſe- 
rious and half in jeſt, till preſuming on her ſe- 
crecy, he determined to make an atrempt upon 

her honour, truiting to that love, he knew 
means of his ſiſter, ſhe entertained for him, for 
pardoning what could not be recalled. For this 
purpoſe, he took the advantage of his mother and 
miſtreſs's abſence at dinner, while the ſervants 
were at their's below, to move back the box- 
ſtaple of the door where the latter flept, fo that 
the bolt of the lock would not prevent its open- 
ing from without, though the key was turned 
within. After this, he went to ſpend the even- 
ing at a tavern, where he imbibed a ſufficient 
quantity of artificial courage, to enable him to 
carry his ſchemes into execution, and ſtifle every 
ſentiment of honour and remorſe : At a late hour 
he returned thoroughly pot-valiant, and went to 
bed, where he over- ſlept himſelf till almoſt day 
break ; then all the houſe being buried in a pro- 
found filence, he repaired to the ſcene of action, 
and having reaſon to think his miſtreſs was aſleep, 
took advantage thereof, to gain p«flefſion of every 
bliſs he wiſhed in her power to beftow ; when 
alarmed by a noiſe over head, he immediately 
ſprung from the bed, and retreated to his own 
chamber, where he heard the maid ſervant go 
ſoftly 
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ſoftly down, and return with ſome company the 
let in, and was conducting up ſtairs in a ſecret 
manner without their ſhoes.” 


© As he conjectured ſhe had entered into a 
confederacy to 19) the howto he ſaatched up his 
piſtols, and ifiu.: forth, deheld the ſuppoſed 
thieves were on) ple of chimney ſweepers, 
who that they mig t 257 diſturb the family by a 
| knocking at the door, had according to previous 
agreement, notified their arrival by a handful of 
ſmall pebbles, thrown up at the garret window, 
where ſhe ſlept : He then (curſing them for their 
unſeaſonahle interruption) reſumed his bed, when 


the intruders having ſoon diſpatched their buſi- - 


neſs, all being filent, and it ſtill wanting three 


hours of the uſual time for the ſervants riſing, he 


returned to the charge; there inſtead of being 
admitted to his miſtreſs's arms as he expected, 
he was peremptorily ordered to be gone in a 
whiſper through the with-held curtain: On a 
proim ſe to be indulged at ſome future more con- 
venient time, and a threat if he perſevered to 
alarm the houſe, he acquieſced, but as a token of 


forgiveneſs, for what he had done, inſiſted on a. 


reconciliatory parting kiſs; for which purpoſe, 
ſuddenly throwing aſide the curtain, the light 


which ſhone through the round holes in the 


win dow ſhutters, diſcovered to his diſtracted 
ſight, his weeping mother's face, when transfixed 
with horror, he fell acrots the bed.” 


As ſoon as he was ſufficiently recovered, to 


attend to her expoſtulation,—* It is to no * 
pole, 
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poſe,” ſays ſhe, to riſk a diſcovery by uſeleſs 
lamentations, for a misfortune which neither of 
us could foreſee, of which we are intentionally 
innocent, and which cannot be recalled : Behold 
the conſequences of your breach of promiſe to 
me, your intended violation of a helpleſs orphan, 
and the indulgence of paſſions, which I have 
often foretold you, would one day plunge you in a 
icene of guilty woe, though | little thought to 
have ſuffered by your vice, and be involved in it 
myſelf.” 


© Here ihe was obliged to pauſe, the violence 
of grief impeding her ſpeech, and both were 
abſorbed in filent grief, reſuming,—* I hope, moſt 
fervently do I hope, that you, my ſon, will take 
warning from this night, and let yoyp future con- 
duct be reformed by what is paſt, reflecting that 
when once the courſe of fin is begun, it is not 
in mortal preſcience to pronounce the end.'—She 
then explained to him the accident, by which 
they had been betrayed into this unpremeditated 
crime: It ſeems the young lady had ſtaid where 
the dined, to be preſent at a dance, which was to 
be performed at night, and as it was ſome diſtance 
from home, was invited to ſleep at the houſe, and 
her patroneſs returned without her, not chuſing 
to accept the invitation of her friend: In the 
evening a vaſt quantity of foot having fallen 
down her chimney, the ſweeps were ordered to 
come early next day, and that ſhe might not be 

diſturbed by them in the morning, ſhe took the 
opportunity of her protege's abſence, to ſleep in 
her 
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her room ; of all this her ſon was ignorant, as 
he did not come home till after the family was 
retired to reſt, who on ſuch occaſions let himſelf 
in with his own key, a lamp being left in his 
chamber to light him to bed. 'The mother and 
ſon now parted, after the latter had promiſed to 
be more circumſpect in his conduct, and they 
had agreed to keep ſecret the unhappy events ef 
the night, which they imagined could never be 
known to any perſon elſe, but herein they de- 
ceived themſelves.” 


© While they were at breakfaſt the young 
lady unexpectedly returned, and went directly to 
her room, to make an alteration in her dreſs, 


when to her great ſurprize ſhe found her bed had 


been occupied, and turning down the clothes to 
ſmooth them, that ſhe might lay the things 
which ſhe was going to pall off, more commo- 
diouſly, ſhe found a little black filk thumb ftall, 
which ſhe herſelf the day before had ſewn upon 
her lover's thumb to keep it from the air, as it 
was cut, and immediately knew her own work; 
ſhe was going down with it in her hand, to 
know how he came to invade her bed, and laugh 
at the indulgence of his lover-like whim, a joke 
which muſt have covered the parties concerned, 
with confuſion and diſmay, when luckily ſhe met 
the chamber-maid, who anſwered her queſtion 
concerning her bed being occupied, that her 
miſtreſs had ſlept in it, on account of her own 
chimney having been ſwept: She was now 
ſtrangely confuſed, ſhe was poſitive as to the 

identity 
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identity of the thumb ſtall, and the ſituation in 
which ſhe found it, gave riſe to ſtrange ideas; in 
ruminating on which ſhe entered the parlour 
where they were, and obſerved ſhe was glad ſhe 
happened to ſleep out, as it gave her friend an 
opportunity to have the ſweeps, without being 
diſturbed, who ſaying it was very well timed, 
turned the diſcourſe by aſking her concerning 
the dance. Though the young lady had no ſuſ- 
picion of the truth, ſhe inſtinctively turned her 
eyes towards her lover's face, whoſe countenance 
in ſpite of all his caution, was ſuffuſed with 
bluſhes of the deepeſt dye, while he betrayed 
evident ſigns of confuſion, horror and remorſe.” 


© If the now began to have an imperfect 
idea of the fact, ſhe was confirmed in her ſuſpi- 
cions of the truth, when on locking her door at 
night, and trying if it was faſtened, {according to 
her uſual cuſtom) ſhe found it was not ſafe; 
upon which ſhe piled up three chairs one on 
another againſt the door, the fall of which 
might awaken her, ſhould it be opened in the 
night, and keeping in her light, ſhe went to bed, 
where ſhe ſlept unmoleſted, the young gentleman 
being too much affected with the tranſactions of 
the preceding night, to moleſt her with any 
further attempt. 


In the morning ſhe was in a great dilemma, 
her door could not be faſtened, and ſhould he 
come home in liquor, ſhe trembled for the con- 
ſequence : She could not make any mention of her 

lock, 
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lock, without bringing on an explanation ſhe 
wiſhed to avoid, as ſhe determined never to give 
the leaft hint of her knowledge of this terrible 
affair; but on examination finding how it had 
been managed, ſhe reſtored the ſtaple to its for. 
mer ſituation: Nothing remains but to inform 
you, that ſhe ſoon afterwards married the 
knight, who has been mentioned as the principal 
conductor in the adventure of the ghoſt, to whom 
alone, on his difficulty in obtaining a token of 
credibility for his agent, ſhe imparted the event, 


This is the true detail of the ſtory, of which 
(though the ſubject of various conjeftures) the 
particulars have never yet tranſpired : But you 
muſt not imagine, that the evil ſtops here; 
heaven, to give a ſtriking example of the exter- 
five, and protractive operations of fin, ordained 
it ſhould be productive of further evils, which 
| hall be related in their proper place. 


/ 
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for- CH A P. XII. 


on H., is refident in a habitation of extraordinary 
em! faſhion. —Pride meets with a dangerous fall. — 
By a very fingular adventure, he becomes attached 
ts the perſon of a quad: uped, by whole ofſtance, 
he takes a flight through the air, without the aſ- 
Hance of a balloon. 


JOME time previous to the late recited 
uaſtrophe of the miniſter, by the hand of the en- 
huſiaſt, a little, lively, chattering, cunning look- 
ing man, equipped en cavalier, coming to the 
Wo deſired to ſpeak with him alone; on 
ieir retiring into a back parlour, he pulled out 
ff his pocket the model of a horſe-ſhoe in wax, 
nd deſired to know if he could be furniſhed in 
pur days, with five or fix ſcore made of filver, 
xactly of that pattern and fizes.—* Horſe-ſhoes 
f ſilver,” ſaid my maſter, * Somewhat extraordi- 
tary indeed, what will the extravagance of this 
ze come to? why nos — Sir,“ fays the cuſ- 
omer, I have not time to moralize, if you will 
xecute thg order, you will be paid when they 
taken away, or if you will give me a receipt, 
here 


AP. 
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here are ten pieces on account, I ſhould alſo 
wiſh you to be ſilent on the ſubject,” «© Why, 
replied the other, I fee you underſtand buſineſs; 
but hold, in four days, to-morrow you know is 
Sunday, it is impoſlible.'—l am ſorry for it,” re- 
plied the little man, ſeeming to depart, I ſhould 
not ſo much mind it myſelf,” ſaid the other, 
but you muſt know I am a preacher at the 
tabernacle, and if the brethren— 


© Damn the tabernacle and the brethren too, 
exclaimed a voice on the ſtaircaſe, while the 
miſtreſs of the houſe, a fine luſty red faced dame, 
bounced into the room. I am aſtoniſhed Mr. 
Spooner, how you can put theſe varment in com- 
poſition with yeur family, God forgive me, [ 
have no patience, excuſe me, fir, pray be ſeated; 
mind your family, that's the firſt duty, is it not, 
fir ? Did you not loſe a fine job becauſe you 
would finiſh work for one of the brethren as you 
call em ? Did not I catch him in bed with the 
maid ? They're no better than other people, are 
they, fir ? What good do they do you? When 
we had no buſineſs it was well enough, but now 
you are the greateſt man in the trade, to run 
after ſuch rubbiſh; and there, fir, he goes and 
gets up into the pulpit to give his pious profu- 
fions, divine breathings, and out pourings of the 
ſpirit, and hackles and ftammers and ſnuffles, 
I'm ſure Id ſpare my breath to cool my porridge. 
As I hope to be ſaved, fir, we have two hundred 
and ſeventy-three pounds, nine ſhillings and 
three-pence on our bocks, of which I dont fup- 


pole 


I, 
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poſe we ſhall ever get a farthing, all due from 
theſe curſed people: Mind your family that's 
the firſt duty, isn't it, Sir,” © To be ſure, madam,” 
replied the gentleman, taking out of a well filled 
purſe ten pi © It is an indiſputable one, well, 
fir, I hope you will comply, eſpecially as your 
good lady ſeems willing.” | 


The earneſt being accepted and the receipt 
given, the cuſtomer departed ;—* 'There,” re- 
ſumed ſhe, « is not this better than making 
ſilver trowels that will never be paid for, for a 
raſcal that about canting in the evening, 
after having employed his morning, in catching 
his dinner of fith, out of other people's property ! 
Ten pieces in hand, filver horſe-thoes, why he 
muſt be wonderful rich, who can it be? Such a 
cuſtomer would be worth an annuity, if he ſhoes 
his horſes with filver.” 


© On the day appointed, the gentleman return- 
ed, and depoſiting his purchaſe in a green velvet 
bag, was driven in a hackney coach to an elegant 
houſe, in one of the handſomeſt ſquares in the 
town, where he ſeemed to belong to the family ; 
when being told my lord was not come forth yet, 
he ſat down in an anti-chamber, where we at- 
tended to the following foliloquy :—* Embafſfes, 
aye, an ambaſſador, the uſeleſs unwelcome lum- 
ber of a foreign court; uſeleſs while there, and 
forgotten when they are gone: Poſſibly indeed it 
may be mentioned, fuch an embaſſy was ſent, 
but the name of be ambaſſador ſoon buried in 
obli- 
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oblivion, if ever known at all: No, —I would 
have fomething fo r-markable, ſo unprecedented, 
as to engage the attention of the preſent age, and 
the admiration of that which is to come; a 

there that fool, that Dolt Holſter promiſed to be 


here at eleven, (and it is now a quarter paſt) with 


a plan for the proceflion, in which he would in- 
troduce ſomething to anſwer the purpoſe.” 


© Here his lordſhip rung his bell when Mr. 
Holſter (who I found was a fort of equerry and 
humble companion) went in, Well, fir,” ſaid my 


lord, What have thy cogitations produced 


from thy thick ſcull ? haſt thou thought of any 
thing to add to the proceſſion ; what the devil 
haſt thou got there ?— Something,” replied 
Holſter, which I hope will ſignalize ** lord- 
ſhip's proceſſion, above all proceſſions which 
ever yet appeared. There, my lord (untying the 
| ny pouring the ſhoes upon the carpet, with 
If a gone - 8 of expected approbation) 
3 ſingular 2 device, as cannot fail to 
— your lordſhip's name to poſterity, in the 
annals of hiſtoric fame, till time ſhall be no 
more.'—* My dear friend,” replied his lordſhip, 
« I am eternally obliged to you, but explain.” 


© Pleaſe your lordſhip,” cried the other When 

you make your public entry, theſe ſhoes ſhall be 

tacked ſlightly on; when you come oppoſite to 

any of the balconies, where the nobility and 

beauties are ſeated, you will make your horſe 

prance 5 be will then caſt the hoes, and 9 
3 


c 
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will ſcramble for them; your groom following, 
will then tack on four new ones; depend upon 
it, the name of a perſon who exhibits ſo fingular 
an act of munificence will be recorded, as long 
as the nation he repreſents, ſhall live in the 
memory of man '—-* Admirable, charming, re- 
plied the patron,—* Now, my lord,” reſumed he, 
As your lordſhip intends to take over Bajazet, 
and my nephew Joe, I humbly adviſe, they ſhould 
be exerciſed a little in this manceavre, and in the 
mean time that the ſecret ſhould be confined to 
your lordſhip, Joe and myfelf ; as to the expence 
though old Spanacre (as your lordſhip calls him) 


may grumble,— 


© Damn the expence,' cries my lord, don't 
the nation pay for the honour of the prince's re- 
preſentation ? but Holſter, you are wrong, there's 
an old friend of mine befides you and Joe, to 
whom I have been under obligations for ſome 
years, who may be let into the ſecret, can't avoid 
it, but he won't tell tales, never blabs.“ Who is 
that?“ demanded Holſter, at the ſame time 
looking a little black, I think it had better be 
concealed, the ſurprize will be ſo captivating,'— 
© What, you can't conceive, hay what a Goth, 
why you Hottentot, don't you think Bajazet 
muſt be truſted ? — Hah! hah! hah! Ob! my 
lord, ſaid Holſter, * You are ſo droll, who could 
have thought of him ? Yes, yes, we muſt certainly 
truſt Mr. Bajazet; don't your lordſhip think it 
will be a moſt ſtriking piece of magnificence ? 
To be ſure,” faid -w lordſhip, 3 

theſe 
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theſe meſſengers from Bajazet ſhould encounter 
the pates of the ſurrounding ſpectators of our grand 
deſign. Oh! my lord, fpare me, ſpare me, 
have mercy on me, cried Holſter, there's no 
ſtanding this, hah ! hah ! hah! oh! dear, oh! 
dear, conſider my weak frame; flaſh upon flaſh, 
ro convulſe me every moment ; indeed the bril- 
liancy of your lordſhip's wit is too reſplendent 
for the ſuſceptibility of your humble ſervant, 
hah ! hah ! hah! and if a ſkull was to be frac- 
tured, fome fat bourgeois of city conſequence, 
and he was to expire from the blow, tho' it 
would be a pity'—* Not at all, interrupted my 
lord, © if the city was burnt to aſhes by the illu- 
minations, fo that my arrival was commemorated 
by the conflagration, what a glorious circumſtance 
it would be. But here, take theſe few pieces 
for your invention, I dare ſay it is more than 
ever your whole family got by their brains be- 
fore, and go prepare the horſe, we'll take a leſſon 
directly, I'll be with you preſently.” I moſt 
hamoly thank your lordſhip,” replied Holſter, 
with a profound bow; and taking up his bag, 
immediately went down to the ſtable to his 
nephew, with whom the equerry appeared in 
puris naturalibus. 


© Here a very different dialogue paſſed from 
what I related before.— Ice, ſays he, I think 
ever ſince I introduced you to the ſtables of this 
vain right honourable fool, I have, while I made 
up my own faggot, not neglected yours; indeed 
I am fo fick of him, that if it had not been on 


your 
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your account, I ſhould have been off laſt year, as 
I have done all my buſineſs, and wiſh to retire 
on my gains. Ir is lucky for you I ſtaid till now, 
as here is an opportunity to put two hundred 
pounds or more into your pocket, part of the 
value of theſe new thick ſilver horſeſhoes, that 
are intended to be caſt among the mob, at the 
public entry; but if you obſerve my inſtructions, 
three fourths of them will be caſt into your own 
trunk, whence they may be transftrred to. the 
ſilver-ſmiths, and exchanged for caſh. When 
you prepare Bajazet, faſten the fore ſhoes tight, 
fo that they will laſt the whole proceſſion, by 

which means all thoſe ſuppoſed to be caſt thence 
will be your own, which will be one half; as to 
the reſt, I think a dozen pair will be enough for 
the populace, and make as much talk as a hun- 
dred. But here he comes, whip off his ſhoes, 
and bring out the horſe.” 


© His lordſhip row made his appearance, and 
Bajazet being properly ſhod, he mounted in a 
piece uf ground behind the houſe, at the end of 
which was the back front of a row of houſes, 
parted only by a narrow road. The ſhoes being 
caſt and replaced feveral times to his great ſatis- 
faction, and undoubted aſſurance of diplomatic 
fame, at laſt, xhether he was too frequent and 
liberal in his applica of the ſpur, or Bajazet 
(the Turkiſh emperor of an equine ſtate) was 
diſguſted with the repeated ſtrokes of the ham- 
mer at his heels, once in five minutes, inftead of 
as many weeks, he kicked ſo high, and with ſuch 


K 2 force, 
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force, that he threw the ambaſſador over his head, 
and one of his hind ſhoes, covered with dirt, into 
the lane, which was picked up by an old woman, 
and nailed againſt her door as a preſervative 
againſt witchcraft; the other flew with great 
velocity through the window of a one pair of 
ſtairs room, and fell at the feet of a vaſt far man, 
who appeared to be very aged, and a dignified 
member of the church, wrapped in a profound 
reverie.” 


« From the time I mentioned my having been 
attached to the perſon of the horſe, I have per- 
ceived your wiſhes for information, how far the 
animal creation partakes of that rational faculty, 
which gives you ſuch an advantage over them, 
ſo as to make their ſuperior corporal powers ſub- 
ſervient to your occafions ; but this is a ſubject in 
which we are almoſt as much in the dark as you, 
My intelligence on this head will be very con- 
fined ; I fhall, however, afford you all the con- 
jectural ſatisfaftion I can ; but not here, as I ſhall 
defer it till I come into a ſituation where the 
faint glimmerings I received while nailed to the 
hoofs of Bajazet, were a little enlightened, by my 
intimate and more durable acquaintance with an 
animal of far greater ſagacity than the horſe. 
That Being, whoſe all ſupporting power upholds 
the vaſt and incomprehenfible chain with which 
he has concatinated mnumerable worlds to 
worlds, has wiſely concealed from the creatures 
of his hand, what could not conduce either to 
their convenience or happineſs to know; while 
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they, ſtimulated by a reſtleſs and vain curioſity 
to learn what ſurpaſſes their comprehenſion to 
conceive, will ſtill plunge on in everlaſting dark- 
neſs, to penetrate the inſcrutable receſſes of eter- 
nal fate.—But to return.” 


© My new maſter was an apoſtate archbiſhop of 
a Romiſh ſee; he meditated a ſecond apoſtaſy 
in conſequence of certain ecclefiaſtical tempta- 
tion?, held forth by that church, too powerful 
for his weakneſs to withſtand, tho' he had writ- 
ten againſt the faith, to which he meant to re- 
turn, and had been received with open arms, 
and rewarded with conſiderable preferments by 
government, at the inſtance of the clergy, who 
gladly embraced every opportunity to ſecure a 
convert, whoſe high dignity did ſuch honour to 
them, from an abjuration of the errors of Rome, 
and the public profeſſion of the Proteſtant en- 
lightened faith.” 


Startled by this extraordinary intruſion, the 
prelate made towards the window with all the 
daſte his infirmities would permit; but he was 
ſo flow in his movement, that there was not the 
leaſt appearance of any thing which could lead 
him to account for the ſtrange interruption his 
cogitations had undergone, with which he was 
too much engroſſed, and of which the ſubje&t 
was too important to ſuffer any thing elſe to en- 


gage him long; he therefore, as ſoon as he was 


recovered from his ſurpriſe, at once reſumed his 
meditations and his eaſy chair with theſe words 
— + A hat, 
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— A hat, aye a hat! but have I not preached 
and written againſt them ? have not I been re- 
warded with benefices ? but then a hat—to be a 
cardinal, a prince, one of the holy conclave, to 
give my vote in the election of a pope— hay, per- 
hap*—at leaſt there is a poſſibility of being pope 
myſelf. S xtus w.s only a hog boy, who knows 
what way happen?“ He then fell into a ſilent 
muting, from hich he was rouſed by a ſervant 
wh announced his excellency; when the am- 
builudor of a foreign Catholic court entered the 
room, my maſter received him wi:h the utmoſt 
demonſtration of joy his unweildy corpulence 
was Capable to expreſs. * I heartily with you joy, 
my lord cardinal elect, began the viſitor, every 
thing is ſettled, I have received advice from 
Rome, aſſuring me that your return to the boſum 
of our holy mother church, will be inſtantly re- 
warded with the vacant hat.” Have you, de- 
manded the archbiſliop, properly explained to 
the conclave, that my apoſtaſy was more the re- 
ſult of reſentment for neglect, than any doubts, 
or even diſreſpect I enrertained for our moſt 
facred and only faith, by which the ſinner can 
be faved; and that I have already compoſed a 
learned and elaborate treatiſe, wherein I utterly 
confute the arguments I made uſe of in the heat 
of paſſion, in favour of thoſe damnable hereſies I 
with the utmoſi deteſtation will ſolemnly abjure ” 
© | have done every thing you could wiſh,” replied 
the ambaſſador, and made them acknowledge 
the neglect they have been guilty of, in ſo long 
delaying to give you that pre-eminence you will 

| now 
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now ſo ſoon enjoy. But pray what is that, a 
ſilver horſe- ſhoe, in your hand ? My maſter then 
related the manner in which it had flown into 
his room; to which the ambaſſidor anſwered, 
after a pauſe of conſideration, I congratulate 
you, my good lord cardinal, let us hail the happy 
omen; perceive you not in this double type, 
your future aggrandiſement and wealth ? this 
thoe, no doubt m raculouſly laid at your feet by 
the appointment of St. Francis, whoſe votary 
you are, to ſtrengthen you in the reſumption of 
vour holy vows, is a double emblem, a twofold 
earneſt of the riches you will poſſeſs, and the ex- 
pedition by which you will attain them. The 
faſhion uf it denotes emigration, the materials 
whereof it is made, (the pureſt ſilver) betokens 
the large ſums of money, which will reſult from 
the journey you are about to take. Adieu, my 
lord, remember me in your prayers, and let me 
flatter myſelf, that while you live I ma; always 
reckon on a friend ut Rome.“ Here they parted 
with mutual embraces, his-excellency to write 
the neceſſary letter preparatory to his friend's 
receiving the reward of his great merit, in the 
firſt Catholic country at which he ſhould arrive; 
my maſter to direct his ſervant in packing up his 
baggage without delay, that he might loſe no 
time in reaching the land of promiſe, and taking 


poſſeſſion of the honours which awaited his 
approach. 


Having ſome relations at Liſbon whom he 
withed to ſee, he never halted till he reached 


that 
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that city, where, though it was late in the even- 
ing, he direttly notified his arrival to the metro- 
politan, before he went to reſt. The fatigue he 
had undergone, which nothing but the alternate 
viciſſitudes of hopes and doubts that agitated his 
mind, could have enabled him to ſuſtain) ſoon 
threw him into a deep ſleep, where the repre- 
ſentation of that viſionary elevation, which had 
ſo often engroſſed his waking thoughts, preſented 
to him in a dream, the vatic.n in all its awful 
pomp, and he fancied himfelt ſurrounded by his 
brother cardinals, conducted in full conſiſtory to 
St. Peter's chair; when he was awakened from 
this enchanting viſion by a ſmart rap at the door, 
at the midnight hour; admirtance was demanded 
m rhe name of the holy office, when two fami- 
lars (ſpies) entered, and without any ceremony 
feized his eminence, thruſt him into a hackney 
coach, and carried him away to a dungeon of the 
inquifition, where lockipg him up, they left him 
to vetlect on the cealequences of his folly, credu- 
lity aa pride.” 


© In a few weeks he was diſpatched to Rome, 
where, after a ſevere confinement of three years, 
he was condemned, not withſtanding his ſecond 
abjuration and recantation, (in which he re- 
nounced the Proteſtant religion) as a lapſed he- 
retic, to be burnt at the ſtake, a miſerable death, 
from which he was fortunately ſpared by the 
interpolition of nature, which ſnatched him from 
impending fate, and ſaved bim from the exhibi- 
tion of a public ſpectacle, and a n. in- 
| ance 
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ſtance of the imbecility of the human mind. —An 
old man on the brink of the grave, a dupe to 
that very artifice, in which he had been educated 
himſelf, falling a victim to the undeviating, un- 
remitted, cruel practices, of his vindictive and 
relentleſs ſect, in the purſuit of worldly pomp, to 
which the leaſt reflection would have convinced 
him, he never could attain, having been guilty 
of an unpardonable offence, aggravated by the 
very high ſtation he enjoyed when he apoſtatized 
againſt a tribunal, which had never yet afforded 
an inſtance of pardon, for even a dubious con- 
viction of imaginary crimes againſt a power 
founded on enthuſiaſm, ſtrengthened by ſuper 
ſtition, and eſtabliſhed by hypocriſy, tyranny and 
blood; a power which he well knew carried its 
reſentments beyond the grave; of which he 
(though inſenſible of it himſelf) exhibited an ex- 
ample to thoſe he left behind ; for his dead body 
was publicly committed to the flames, and his 
aſhes ſcattered to the winds of heaven.” 


© Theſe circumſtances came to my knowledge 
afterwards in the courſe of my circulation; for I 
did not accompany the prelate any further than 
Liſbon, becoming .the property of the familiar 
who apprehended him, and ſecreted me for his 
own particular emolument. From him I paſſed 
to the mint, whence I iflued forth in Portugueſe 
money. Soon after I fell into the hands of ſome 
foreigners, who, among other ſpeCtacles went to 
— 0 rincipal convent in the town; in the 
was given to an elderly nun, in e- 
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change for ſome of thoſe trinkets, with which 
the ſiſterhood are permitted to exerciſe their in- 
genuity, and derive a profitable traffic zt the 
grate; by her I was that very day paid to a young 
lady, whoſe attention ſeemed to be occupied on 
a very different ſubject, than what is generally 


thought to employ, in contemplation, tte inhabi- 
tants of thoſe gloomy cells.” 


CHAF. 
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C HAP. XIV. 


A gal becomes an inmate of a Nunnery.— A fingu- 
lar eſcape to a lover, through the medium of 
an element, unpropitious to the flame of love. 


M Y new miſtreſs's name was Lamentina, (an 
appellation well adapted to the unhappy circum- 
ſtances of her birth, her unfortunate nuptials, 
and the miſerable cataſtrophe of her death) ſhe 
was a native of the country whence I came 
with the archbiſhop, but to whom ſhe was in- 
debted for her birth, ſhe could not aſcertain ; 
ſhe had been brought up at a village many leagues 
diſtant from the metropolis, till ſhe was five years 
old, by an elderly French retugee, being viſited 
once a year by a lady who paid well for her main- 
tenance. At that age the was removed to a 
houſe two leagues from the capital, which ap- 
peared to be a boarding ſchool for young ladies, 
but was in fact a private ſeminary, for educating 
females in the Roman Catholic religion. Not 
daring, however, to avow the leſs oſtenſible de- 
partment of the inſtitution Proteſtants were never 

| : refuſed 
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refuſed, many of whom reſided in the houſe, to 
enjoy tne benefit of the extraordinary care taken 
to complete the ſcholar in every accompliſhment 
female excellence required. 


© In the mean time, the work of converſion 
was not neglected ; ſuch of the Catholic ſcholars, 
whoſe capacity ſeemed competent to the bleſſed 
taſk, were inſtructed to infinuate themſelves into 
the affections of their heretic companions, and 
turn them into the right way. In this pious un- 
dertaking, my miſtreſs at firſt outſtripped them 
all, infomuch that the governeſs of the ſociety 
made a point of conſcience with her patroneſs to 
let her ſtay with her beyond the time ſhe intend- 
ed; that ſhe might labour in the vineyard of ſal- 
vation, and win the wandering ſcul a proſelyte 
to the mother church. But it ſo happened, that 
in the courſe of her proceedings in this laudable 
undertaking, ſhe met with an opponent, who 
combatted her arguments with ſuch incontro- 
vertible ſtrength of reaſouing, that if ſhe did not 
make her an abſolute convert to the truth, the 
much impaired her zeal for that cauſe in which 
ſhe had engazed ; giving ſuch an account of the 
conventual life (for which the was deſtined) as 
filled her with invincible abhorrence and diſguſt. 
At the ſame time the government, which though 
it had not ever openly countenanced theſe ſe- 
minaries, had connived at their eſtabliſhment, 
underwent ſome revolutions which made it un- 
fafe any longer to tolerate their ſubliltence un- 

obſer ved. 
Theſe 
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© Thefe circumſtances conſpiring with the 
original deſigns of my miſtreſs's patroneſs, con- 
cerning her ultimate deſtination ; (who was de- 
firous, for reaſons which will appear, to remove 
her at a diſtance from herſelf) induced her to- 
ſend her to Liſbon, under pretence of finiſhing 
her education, but in fact to hide her under the 
concealment of the veil; to which, befides the 
obſtacles of the averſion ſhe had imbibed, from 
the converſation of a refractory ſcholar, at the 
before mentioned ſeminary, and the books ſhe 
had by her been privately prevailed on to pe- 
ruſe, there was one which appeared in the more 
formidable ſhape of a lover; who, when accom- 
panying his friend in his vifirs to his ſiſter at the 
ſame convent, (the moſt intimate friend and con- 
ſtant companion of my miſtreſs) had found means 
to ſaperſede every other conſideration in her ten- 
der heart. This young gentleman was her coun- 
tryman, he was brought up under the protection 
of a lady, whom he looked upon as his aunt, and 
when he firſt ſaw my miſtreſs, was finiſhing his 
education by the tour of Europe. Though the 
ſuperior was enjoined to keep a ſtrict eye over 
her, and uſe every practicable means to reconcile 
her to the veil, all ſeverity was prohibited on that 
account, as ſhe had given repeated. proofs of a 
temper impenetrable to every effort of confiraint.” 


It was with the utmoſt difficulty my ' miſtreſs 
could form a plan of correſpondence with her 
lover, for they were never ſuffered to go to the 
grate unaccompanied by a ſevere old nun,who — 
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the only perſon the lady abbeſs could rely on, to 
counteract the ſtratagems of love. After much 
conſultation, the two fiſters fell upon a method 
to give my miſtreſs a more ſatisfaftory inter- 
courſe with her lover than what had hitherto 
been carried on by the language of the eyes ; 
preparatory to which they invited the ſhe-argus 
to a repaſt, where they contrived to adminiſter 
a doſe, which ſecured the ſiſter in her room for 
ſeveral days; of this they made ſuch good uſe 
(as there was no time for parading with a paſſion, 
of which, though they had never ſpoke to each 
other before, there was on both ſides a ſufficient 
that they prefently came to an explanation, 
and my miſtreſs's ingenuity (though to fave ap- 
ances it was pretendedly ſuggeſted by her 
friend) ſupplied the means of future correſpon- 
dence, in ſpite of the old fiſter's vigilance and 
care. At their laſt interview, the lover furniſhed 
her with a bow and arrows, and a quantity of 
twine, ſufficient to be thrown over the high ſtone 
wall, which terminated the garden of the con- 
vent, and to be drawn up and down on each fide 
from top to bottom, without either party leſing 
the end. 


My miſtreſs, who was indulged with full li- 
berty of the garden at all times, took a proper op- 
portunity to faſten the twine to an arrow, and 
ſhot it over the wall. This was received by the 
lover, who drawing it, till the middle of the 
| twine reſted on the top of the wall, he hid the 
| ſuperfluity in the nettles, which grew in great 

| quantity 
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quantity on the ground on both ſides, and the 
whole wall next to the garden was thickly cover- 
ed with ivy: By means of this conveyance, they 
for ſome time carried on their correſpondence, 
in an unfrequented part of the garden, drawing 
their letters up and down, with the greateſt fa- 
cility, till at length, burning with mu: ual ardour 
to give each other the more ſubſtantial proof of 
reciprocal love, (my miſtreſs's ſcruples being all 
ſatisfied by his reiterated promiſes under his 
hand, to marry her directly) they began to con- 
cert meaſures for her eſcape; which at firſt they 
thought of effecting by the ſame road their cor- 
reſpondence had purſued, by means of a rope and 
baſket, which being drawn over the wall by my 
miſtreſs, ſne was to be pulled up by her lover, and 
then ſhe was to let herſelf down on the other 
ſide, by a rope faſtened thereto by a ſtrong iron 
hook, which was to have been conveyed to her in 
the baſket, in which ſhe was to aſcend.” 


© But the height of the will terrified her from 
this attempt, and they agreed upon another leſs 
dangerous expedient, which was practiſed with 
ſucceſs. In that Tide of the garden, which was 
hid from the houſe by its oblique direction, was 
a canal of running water, ſupplied by a ſpring 
which roſe therein, and emptied itſelf under an 
arch, (of which the wall before-mentioned made 

a a part) into a large pond, whence it was carried 
by drains cut for the purpoſe through the ad- 
joining meadows, and finally diſcharged itſelf into 
the river, at a ſmall diſtance from the town ; but 
as 
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as the water did not reach to the top of the ſtone 
arch by three feet, a ſtrong iron grate was fixed 
on the fide next the convent, fix feet below the 
ſurface, the canal being in that place thirty feet 
deep. I he day before the intended elopement, my 
miſtreſs's lover procured a complete ſuit of boy's 
clothes, which he at night hid in the ne:tles, and 
ſhe received over the wall, a cloſe nankcen dreſs 
and cap, prepared for tlie occation.' 


© When ſhe was ten years o!d ſhe was ordered 
the uſe of a pleaſure bath, for a weakneſs in her 
limbs, and a large pond was walled in at the ex- 
pence of her patroneſs, for the purpoſe. Cuſtom 
had rendered the water ſo familiar to her, that ſhe 
continued the exerciſe after ſhe was well, for the 
pleaſure of the bath; being naturally alert, ſhe 
took ſuch delight in it, that ſhe accidentally (as 
it may be faid) had learnt to ſwim and dive; an 
art of which ſhe now availed herſelf, to elude * 
proaching r a 


Having packed up what ſhe wiſhed to take 
with her, as ſoon as it was dark ſhe wert into the 
garden, and ſending her bundle over the wall, 
ſtripped with the utmoſt expedition, put on her 
water dreſs, threw her monaſtic habit into a deep 
well, and jumping into the canal, dexterouſly 
diving under the grate, ſwam through the arch, to 
the reſervoir, where ſhe landed, and dreſſed her- 
ſelf ex cavalier in a thrice, Soking her nankeen 
dreſs and oil-ſkin cap (which had preſerved her 
hair from being wet) in the pond, with 22 

ES. 
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ſtones. Thence ſhe flew fwiftly acrofs the mea- 
dows to the appointed place at the river, where 
was her lover, with two failors in a little boat, 
who rowed them to a ſhip, in which he bad taken 
a paſſage for himſelf and friend; they then put 
to ſea with a proſperous gale, in company with a 
gentleman who was the lover's intimate friend, 
and whoſe unexpected preſence filled him with 
the greateſt joy. 


The morning after landing were mar- 
ried, when the huſband (into —— 1 
had paſſed in the bundle over the convent wall) 
having ſecured his prize, (his exceſſive love having 
precluded every other conſideration till then) 
began to reffect that he was dependant; and that 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to deprecate the appre- 
bended diſpleaſure of lis neglected annt. For 
this purpoſe he had recourſe to the mediation of 
his friend and fellow paſſenger, who undertook to 
wait upon her, to whom he was well known, be- 
ing both of the Roman Catholic perſuzlion. Ac- 
cordingly the very next morning, after their ar- 
rival at the metropolis, he went to her houſe, 
when I found myſelf in company with my former 
miſtreſs, the mother of the minmter, whore un- 
fortunate nocturnal adventure with her ſon, I 
have related to you before.” 


© The gentleman, like a ſkilful negociator, firſt 
ſmoothed the way, and opened the avenues of 
mercy for her nephew's precipitate conduct, 
awakening her affection by a recapitulation of 
| the 
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the many virtues and amiable qualifications of 
which he ſtood poſſeſſed; pleading in excuſe for 
his want of duty the uncommon beauty of the 
bride ; and when he found in her ſoftened paſ- 
fion, the ſymptoms of aſſured ſucceſs, he ſet forth 
the abſolute neceſſity of his ſeeming diſreſpect, 

by the cruel alternative he laboured under, of 
| loling a wife (who could not fail of gaining her 
eſteem as ſoon as known) or running the ritk 
of her temporary anger, as the lady was in 
danger of loon being ſequeſtered for ever from 
his fight, before her anſwer could arrive, to 
any application he ſhould have made, by a 
ſpeedy aſſumption of the veil, to take which, 
the lovely Lamentina was continually impor- 
tuned. 


© If the mind of my old miſtreſs had hit her- 
to been occupied by reſentment, it ſeemed to 
entertain ſenſations of a very different ſort, at 
the name of Lamentina. Her complexion, which 
had undergone a ſucceſſion of changes, ſuddenly 
exhibited the livery of death, a coid ſweat be- 
dewed her face, her eyes cloſed and ſhe ſunk 
lifeleis in the pleader's arms. Her maid being 
ſummoned, and the uſual means having reitor- 
ed her to herſelf, ſhe attributed the ſhock ſhe 
had undergone, to the violence of the con- 
tending tumult in her breaſt; occaſioned by 
the unwelcome news the had received, which 
had, at her time of life, overcome the weakneſs 
of her nerves. At length ſhe fixed on the even- 
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ing of the next day for the introduction of her | 
nephew and niece.” 


© On the departure of her viſitor, the lady 
went to her cloſet, where in the courſe of her 
expreſlive grief, ſhe diſcovered the pretended 
nephew and her protege were the wretched 
conſequence of that fatal night, the events of 
which you have already heard. Thus the bride- 
groom aud bride were brother and ſiſter; their 
grandmother was their mother, their brother was 
their father, whoſe cataſtrophe, by the hand of 
the enthuſiaſtic lieutenant, you have already 
heard. After undergoing the moſt violent agi- 
tations of horror and remorſe, involved in per- 
plexities and doubt, uncertain how t act, ſhe 
ſent for her confeſſor, in whom I recognized 
the perſon of the pardon-monger, that was ſtrip- 
ped of his plunder, by virtue of the indulgence 
he had granted to his penitent himtelf. His jour- 
ney to Rome being rendered abortive by his los, 
he had bent his courſe to the country to which 1 
had now returned, after my reſidence in the 
convent, where he had infinuated himſelf into the 
favour of his ſect, fo as toobtain promotion in the 
church, and at length became the ſpiritual di- 
rector to perſons of the higheſt rank, among 
whom my former miſtreſs was one.” 


© Having unboſomed herſelf to this worthy 
guardian of her ſoul, ſhe aſked his advice; he 
gave it as his opinion, that ſhe ſhould for ever 
conceal the ſecret in her own breaſt, as there was 
no 
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no perſon living who could divulge it to the 
world, though it was with the utmoſt difficulty 
he could reconcile her to her acquieſcence in 
fach a plan, by a ſtrong diſplay of the miſeries 
ſhe would entail upon the parties, and the diſ- 
grace a diſcovery would bring. upon herſelf. The 
real motive of this conduct of the prieſt, was, that 
he might be the ſole proprietor of a myſtery from 
which ſome future advantage might ariſe.” 


© At the time appointed, the new married 
couple were introduced by the friend of all par- 
ties, who having ſeen them in perfect harmony, 
took his leave, my former miſtreſs having im- 
poſed on the huſband, with a well concerted ſtory 
of his wife's birth, repreſenting her as the orphan 
daughter of a clandeſtine marriage; kept ſecret for 
the purpoſe of evading the conſequences of pa- 
ternal wrath, procured him a conſiderable poſt 
under government; they now would in all pro- 
bability have paſſed their lives with credit in the 
world, and comfort to themſelves, had they been 
permitted to remain in a happy ſtate of ignorance 
with reſpect to-their unfortunate and extraordi- 
nary births : but this was denied them, by means 
with which you ſhall be acquainted in its proper 
courſe. | 
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CH AP. XXV, 


He relates the ' mentable cataſtrophe of an unfortun- 
ate political peace offering. | 


© DURING my refidence in Liſbon, I had 
been in the poſſcſſion of a perſon whote fingular 
merits, and the regards due to humanity and juſ- 
tice, ſhould have ex empted him from the fate he 
was about to undergo. The concluſion of a 
life -qually beneficial to his country, in the cloſet 
or the field, on a ſcaffold, by an ignominious 
death. You will recolle& the circumſtance of 
one of the horſeſhoes picked up by the old wo- 
man, and nailed againſt her door, its great value 
being obſcured by dirt; a great ſhower of rain 
having waſhed it clean, it attracted the notice of 
a ſailor, who, as ſoon as it was dark, releaſed me 
from confinement, and was proceeding to liquify 
me, not in the ſmelting pot, but in the more im- 
mediate gratification imbibed with cans of grog; 
when he was met by his officer, who, after a ſe- 
yere reprimand, took him in'o cuſtody, and or- 
dered him on board his ſhip, which was on the 
point of ſetting fail on a voyage of diſcovery, 
W ce 
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whence great expectations of new acquired 
wealth were formed. The {ailor to mitigate his 
heutenant's wrath, preſented me to him; he on 
his embarking, gave me to his captain and com- 
mander of the flcet, who, ſtruck with the ſingu- 
larity of my form, amply recompenſed the tar.” 


© My maſter was one of thoſe, who had upon 
very flight evidence, been convicted of a ſhare 
in the conſpiracy before related, in behalf of my 
royal miſtreſs, to raiſe her to the throne. His 
great abilities in the Cabinet, his perſonal cou- 
rage, and above all, his ſucceſsful exertions to in- 
terrupt the commerce, and vigilant cbſervations 
on the encroachments of that power, of which 
the count was an inſtrument, made him particu- 
larly odious thereto ; he was alſo obnoxious to 
his own prince, having been one of thoſe who 
had voted for the reſtrictions which were propoſed 


to be laid on him, on his acceſſion to the govern- 
ment.” 


© But the execution of ſo popular a. character, 
on the bare atteſtation of only one man, ſuſpect- 
ed to be ſurreptitiouſly obtained, was a work of 
too much danger. to be performed by a prince, in 

whoſe favour the realm was not much prepoſſeſſed, 
in the commencement of his reign. He there- 
fore ſuftered an impriſonment of many years, and 
at length owed his enlargement to the publicatiou 
of a learned work. compoſed during bis contine- 
ment, which procured that pardon from the 
_ pedant, his virtues never could obtain.— 
3-7 Ram 
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When he emerged from his priſon he returned 
into a world to which he was an entire ſtran- 
ger; but he was ſtill formidable to the ſtate 
which had been the occaſion of his long ſecluſion 
and diſgrace. They were therefore determined 
to deſtroy him the very firſt opportunity that of- 
fered, and he was unfortunate enough to furniſh 
them with one, which co-operating with the 
weakneſs and diſappointed expectations of the 
prince, ſoon brought him to his end.” 


© On his firſt outſet in life, he had by his po- 
litical conduct ſubjected himſelf to the machina- 
tion, of the Catholic powers, having made his firſt 
campaign to ſuccour the diſtreſſed reformers of a 
neighbouring itate after which, impelled by an 
enterpriſing genius, he engaged in expeditions to 
explore a climate, till then unknown; but had 
returned cn account of ſome urforeſeen obſtacles, 
which prevented the completion of his grand de- 
figns. On his return, and conviction of being 
concerned in the plot, his long impriſonment, and 
confiſcation of his eſtate, (for he had never re- 
ceived a pardon) threw him into a very embar- 
raſſed ſtate ; he knew not how to ſubſiſt, nor 
where to lay his head, and it was on theſe cir- 


cumſtances, his enemies erected their too ſuc- 
_ cetsful ſcheme.” 


At the very time he was conſidering what 
courſe to take, he was accoſted by a perſon 
who had been one of the companions of his 
former voyages, who told him he was juſt — 

ri 
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rived from the territory they had explored 
ſome years before, where he had diſcovered 2 
wonderful mountain, under which was an inva- 
luable mine of gold, at the ſame time producing 
as a ſpecimen a lump of ore. That if he could 
but contrive to get the fovereign's authority 
to complete the diſcovery, he might not only be 
reinſtared in his former favor, but gain ſuch 

igious wealth as would amply compenſate the 
loſs of his eſtates. Induced by the preſſure of 
continual want, the conſequence of a partial pro- 
fuſion, in f; our of undeſerving men, the prince 
lent a willing ear to his requeſt, and had already 
in- his own mind diſpoſed of the vaſt advan- 
tages to accrue therefrom.” 


A commiſſion was accordingly made out, 
and my matter thereby ſtood in a very extraor- 
dinary predicament, as a perſon attainted for 
high treaſon, convicted on trial, his eſtates con- 
fiſcated, at large, unpardoned, liable to a ſen. 
tence of death, (which might at any time be pro- 
nounced upon him) and at the fame time acting 
under the authority and licence of that very 
prince, againſt whom he had conſpired, as com- 
mander of a fleet and army, for the expreſs 
purpoſe of making depredations in undiſcovered 
parts. But indeed the commiſſion itſelf had been 
carefully prepared, ſo as to render him obnoxious, 
on two accounts: Firſt, there was no proviſionꝰ 
whereby he was reſtrained from acts of hoſtility 
againſt the power in whoſe territory this vi- 
fionary golden mountain lay; Secondly, there 
3 Was 
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was a purpoſed omiſſion pf the words, Our trufly, 
well beloved, and faithful, &c. in the direction of 
the commiſſion.” 


© In the mean time, precautions had been taken 
to embroil him, with the fellow ſubjects of 
thoſe who wiſhed his ruin z of this ſufficient 
complaint was made on his return, with greater 
efficacy, as it was looked on, as an infringe- 
ment of a treaty, of the utmoſt conſequence then 
in agitation, between the reſpective ſtates. But 
my maſter was, (though unwillingly) guilty of 
the moſt atrocious crime, which ſealed his fate. 
This was, he returned without the —y 
ingredient to gild his cauſe, to the utter diſ- 
appointment of the prince's golden hopes. And 
indeed it was ſtrange if he had obtained the 
object of his wiſh. The golden mountain, and 
the piece of ore, being a ſtory and deception, 
fabricated by the crafty ingenuity of his inve- 
terate foes, whoſe next ſtep was, to exaſpe- 
rate him by their emiſſaries againſt their tool, 
ſo as to make him the inſtrument of his death, 
and rid themſelves of one, who might have told 
" ſome tales, as much to the advantage of their in- 
tended victim, as to the diſadvantage of them- 
ſelves : There was no difficulty in this ; ſufficiently 
chagrined, by the unproſperous iſſue of his 
voyage, he was greatly irritated againſt the prin- 
cipal inſtigator, of what he had terminated with 
ſuch ill ſucceſs, whom he threatened with ſuch 
aſperity to expoſe to the indignation of the 
prince, that the —— man, having made in- 


effectual 
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effectual attempts to deſtroy himſelf by a piſtol, 
diſpatched himſelf with a knife, which he thruſt 
into his body to the hilt. 


The inſtant my maſter arrived, before he had 
reached the metropolis, he was put under an ar- 
reſt, and reconveyed to that priton, whence he 
was liberated two years before: There was a dif- 
ficulty however ſtill attending his condemnation ; 
he could not be tried on any impeachment, 
grounded on the circumſtances of his late expe- 
dition, as he had an expreſs commiſſion for the 
purpoſe : Recourſe therefore, was had to the 
conviction already mentioned, of fourteen years 
preceding date: and to the everlaſting diſgrace 
of the annals of the realm, he was called down 
to ſuffer for a dubious crime, never fully proved 
to have been committed at the time: Timid, 
weak, irreſolute, and ſupine, the indolent and 
daſtardly monarch, facrificed him as a peace 
offering at the ſhrine of policy, avarice and 
fear. 


CHAP. 


DD 
CHAP. XXVI. 


An Accmunt of a diguified Broker, and be entre. 
dinary Trade he carried on, 


O N the execution of my maſter I had been 
ſtolen, ſold, coined, and negociated, till I had 
paſſed through the hands of various perſons ; 
among others, one, who though dignified with a 
title, was in fact a broker, that deatt i in articles as 
profitable in their ſale, as they were extraqrdi- 
nary in their kind; though he tranſacted buſineſs 
by commiſſion and not upon his own account, be- 
ing only the oſtenſible channel, through which 
the trade was carried on, by an affociation, who 
boldly at ſecond hand, ſold honours, places, and 
all profitable ſtations, military or civil, eccleſiaſti- 
cal or temporal, in church or ſtate, for a ſtipu- 
lated ſum to be immediately diſburſed, or for a 
certain annual penſion, to be paid out of the fa- 
laries ariſing therefrom. The fociety, who ſtiled 
themſelves projectors, were an ever watchful junto, 
ſtudying with the moſt indefatigable aſſiduity, to 
raile ſupplies for the indiſcriminating prodiga- 
lity of the imprudent prince, 2 in 


want. 
« My 


L2 


220 AR GAL, ox Tr» 


My maſter was the deſcendant of an ancient 
family, in which was a title, that had lain dor- 
mant ſeveral years; as he was in redueed circum- 
ſtances, having been heavily fined for corrup- 
tion) he would in all probability, never have made 
his claim, had it not been for an accident which 
at once reſcued him from an indigent obſcurity, 
and enabled bim to enjoy his dignity with com- 
petence and *afe. Standing up on account of a 
ſhower one night, in the porch of a handſome 
houſe, at the court end of the town, a3 he leaned 
kis back. againſt the door, it opened, and he had 
nearly fallen into the paffage : It was midnight, 
no attendants were in the way, and his curioſity 
was engaged to liſten to a converſation, he over- 
heard carrying on in the parlour as follows. 


« T tell yon, my lord, it does not ſignify, the 
treaſurer muſt be removed, though he did give 
twenty thouſand pounds for his place laſt year. 

There is the merchant I told you of, now in the 
_ cuſtoms, is ready to give thirty thouſand ; beſides 
we muſt have him among us, you know he ſug- 
geſted that excellent plan of the monopolies, 
which you may remember, brought in fuch an 
immenfe ſam ; „What ſays your ladyſhip 
« Certainly,” replied a female voice, „It is im- 
poſſible we can ſupply the prince's demands by 
the bare diſpoſition of places, without difmiſſions, 
and fines for mal-adminiſtration.” cc Pleaſe 
your ladyſhip,” faid another voice, “That can- 
not be the cafe here, you know he has had the 
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poſt but a year, and has been /o clear in his great 
office that there is not the leaſt pretence for accu- 
{ation whereon to ground a fine. What effect 
honours, (I mean titles,) may have, I cannot ſay.” 
Let him be ſounded, ſaid the female, in the 
way of reſignation; he thall be made a baron, 
viſcount, and ear] immediately, gratis, and ſet in 
the gilt chair, at the council. Pll ſpeak to my 
ſon about it to morrow.”— 


© Your lady ſhip every moment gives us freſh 
cauſe to admire your wiſdom, penetration, and 
addreſs.” fai. a voice which had not been heard 
before.—** Your motion for ſounding Sir Henry 
(who by the by is in our debt, on account of the 
chief-juſticelhip) recalls my attention to a hint, 
which was ſtarted at our laſt debate. To pro- 
vide a prop:r agent for our various regulations, 
now ſulfcring great inconvenience and loſs, from 
the diffuſive manner in which they are carried on; 
beſides the odinm and riſx your ladyſhip runs 
the danger of incurcing in every ſale we make, 
every fine we levy, every penſion we receive, and 
every title th.t is bought. True,“ replied the 
lady, „He muit be ſome needy gentleman, that 
we can dignify without reproach, one whoſe cha- 
racter is unimpeached, affiduous, diligent, and 
faithful. One, who not only provides us cuſtom- 
ers for cur god things, but of fo inſinuating an 
addreſs, that he could upon occafion, wind him- 
ſelf into the confidence of thoſe actually in poſ- 
ſeſſion, either by purchaſe or merit, and intice 


them 
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them into ſome act of delinquency, to juſtify a 
removal, and conſequently another fale. Look 
out for ſuch a one, if ſuch a one there is, but 
where can we find him ?” 


« Behold him here,” faid my maſter, as he en- 
tered the room, to the utter aſtoniſhment and 
diſcompoſure of all therein, be not alarmed, in 
my breaſt your fecret is ſafe. I, or at leaſt my 
family and pretenfions, are not unknown to you; 
if I am fo happy as to be employed, there will 
need no new creation to dignify your choice 
the dormant title I can claim may be revived, 
your orders ſhall be implicitly obeyed, and you 
may depend on my afliduity and care.” He then 
entered into a diſquiſition on the nature of the 
bufineſs he was to conduct, when he gave them 
ſuch convincing proofs of his abilities, in the 
act of raiſing the neceflary ſupplies pointing out 
various funds, of which they had never enter- 
tained the leaſt idea, that they immediately cloſed 
with his propoſal.” | 


In conſequence of this coalition, he claimed, 

and was inveſted with his title, and a profitable 
| poſt to maintain the dignity thereof; while the 
public groaned under his exactions. and his em- 
ployers themſelves were aſtoniſhed at the rapid 
accumulation of their wealth. 'Thus the faithful 
ſecretary to this extraordinary committee of ways 
and means, like a vaſt ſpunge, fucked up the 
ſtream that flowed from bribery and corruption's 


ſource ; 
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ſource ; yet taking care when he was ſqueezed, 
to retain ſufficient moiſture on his own account; 
an office in which he was by experience a per- 
fect adept, having been employed in this extraor- 
dinary ſervice once before.” 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. XXVII. 


He falls into the hands of an old acquaiiitance —The 
wretched conſequence of a former adventure.—T he 
Demon ts interrupted by a ſummons from the ſu- 
perior powers. 


; Ir was ſome time after this event, that I once 
more entered into the ſervice of the pardon- 
monger whom I laſt mentioned as the confeffor 
of the miniſter's mother, when he adviſed her 
to conceal the relation, in which the couple, with 
whom I came over from Liſbon, ſtood to each 
other. The ſole preſumptive repoſitory of a ſe- 
cret, known only to himſelf, (their mother being 
dead) he aſſumed ſuch an unreaſonable degree of 
authority in the family, where he was conſti- 
tuted chaplain and ſpiritual director, that his ar- 
rogance and preſumption could not fail of giving 
his principals diſguſt ; but this was not all, he 
burnt with the moſt ungovernable and unjuſtifi- 
able paſſion for the young bride, whom | at all 
events he determined to affail.” 


4 © Exaſperated 
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© Exaſperated by the contempt he met with in 
his cruel and infamous attempt, he dropt hints, 
that it was in his power to interrupt the courſe of 
that boaſted happineſs ſhe enjoyed ; and which, 
(among other objections} ſhe had urged to the 
abandoned friar, to induce him to detiſt.? 


© Finding his libidinous deſires were not only 
treated with the reproach they deferved, but in 
danger of being expoſed, the lady having threat- 
ened to unfold him to her huſband, that he might 
vindicate himſelf from any aſperſions of infidelity 
to her, (at which ſhe imagined the prieft hinted} 
2 malicious fpirit of revenge ſucceeded to flagi- 
tious luſt, and he vowed to facrifice them ta his 
vindictive wrath. But the diſcloſure of a ſecret, 
revealed under the feal of confeſſion, was what 
would render him liable to a puniſhment, the ha- 
zard of incurring which, he did not chuſe ta 
run.” | 
© 'The lady before ſhe died, had delivered him 
an affecting narrative of the whole affair, written 
with her own hand. This he immediately ſent 
to Rome, and repreſented to the Pope, that he 
began to be troubled in mind, as a tacit acceflary 
to the crimes of inceſt. That on mature reflection, 
he was ſenſible he had been guilty of a heinous 
offence, in acquieſceing ſo long in filence, to the 
cohabitation of the miterable pair; for which he 
thould inflict a voluntary penance on himſelf. In 
the mean time as he was harrowed up by the ſtings 
of a tormenting conſcience which deprived his at- 
flicted ſoul of reſt, he entreated his Holineſs's di- 
rection how to act. 5 
The 
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The ſovereign pontiff was ſomewhat puzzied 
on the receipt of this memorial. As nothing was 
unknown to him reſpecting the characters and 
tranſactions of the eccleſiaſtical tribe, that ſwarm- 
ed thronghut his then extenſive juriſdiction, he 
was ſufficiently acquainted with thoſe of my maſ- 
ter, to know the preſent diſcovery could not be 
owing either to the dictates of religion or remorſe z 
and had the affair come before him in any other 
way, he might poſſibly have granted a. diſpenſa- 
tion, in compaſſion to the ſingular misfortunes of 
the unhappy parties concerned, whoſe cruel ſe- 
paration was to be the conſequence of an acci- 


dental crime, of which they were ignorant them- 
ſelves.” 


© But well acquainted with the inveterate ran- 
cour, and determined reſolution of the diſſembling 
prieſt, there was no alternative to chuſe; he 
therefore ſent him a brief, wherein after ſeverely 
reprimanding kim, for his long concealment of 
his penitent's deſtructive ſtate, he enjoined him 
to effect an immediate ſeparation, on pain of ſome 
fingular marks of divine vengeance in this world, 
and everlaſting perdition in that which is to 
come.” 


Armed with this inſtrument of revenge, from 
2a power which formerly delegated to a ferble 
member of the Romun church, could have 
thaken the majeſty of diſtant thrones, my maſter 
repaired inſtantly to the parties it concerned. 
Jo give an adequate deſcription to the ſcene that 
entued, 
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enſued, is impoſſible, ſuffice it to ſay, that my 
maſter having produced the poſthumous teſti- 
mony of the facts, pronounced ſentence of eternal 
ſeparation, with all the aſperity of irritated ma- 
lice and diſappointed craft; in conſequence of 
which the lady, who was far advanced in her 

pregnancy, fell into dreadful convulſions, in 
ul ich ſhe ſoon expired.” 


© The huſband, frantic with grief at the ſud- 
den and unexpected deſtruction of his beloved 
wife and child, and exaſperated at the prieſt, on 
account of his cruel precipitation, in the diſclo- 
ſure of their cruel fate, and the inhuman triumph 
ſo apparent in his exulting mien, ſnatching a carv- 
ing knife from the fideboard, plunged it into his 
heart, and ran raving into the ſtreet, the bloody 
weapon in his hand; here he was ſoon ſeized, 
and being conducted back, was on diſcovery of 
the bodies of my maſter and his wife, immedi- 
ately carried before a magiſtrate. 


But the ſeat of reaſon was diſturbed, his ſenſes 
were diſlodged, and all recollection of the paſt 
was fled, he ſtared wildly round him, endeavour- 
ing to ſpeak, gaſped as if for breath, then fell 
a lifeleſs corpſe upon the floor. Confounded at 
ſo ſtrange a ſcene, the bench were in the utmoſt 
conſternation and dilemma how to act, when 
ſome of the officers arrived with the mother's 
narrative and the pontiff's brief, that ſoon ex- 
plained the whole, and filled them with an awful 
horror, at the dreadful nn which had 

occaſioned, 
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occaſioned the bloody cataſtrophe, and ſad com- 
paſſion for their unhappy fate.—I ſhall nos 


Here the demen ſuddenly diſcontinued his nar- 
rative, I am ſummoned,” ſays he, it is our ju- 
bilee, a kind of carnival, when every ſpirit muſt 
appear, and thof.', who in my unhappy fituation, 
labour under the ſentence of our court, enjoy a 
temporary relaxation from the troubles to which 
they are condemned. — Adieu, it laſts only a ſpace, 
which by you is called a month; if no new diſpo- 
ſition of my ſpiritual eſſence is ordained, I will 
viſit you again. Preſerve my habitation if you 
with me to return. Adieu.“ On this the ſpirit 
evacuated the room, with a noiſe like the ruſhing 
of the wind, from the enormous bellows of the 


Cyclopean forge. 
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